The Spider and the Fly: Year 4
Purpose: To compose a letter  	Audience: The Spider 
Form: Narrative Poetry
Reading comprehension
· check that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context. 
· ask questions to improve their understanding 
· draw inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence. 
· predict what might happen from details stated and implied 
· discuss and evaluate how authors use language, considering the impact on the reader
Writing Composition
Plan their writing by: 
· identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their own
· in narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings
Draft and write by: 
· compose and rehearse sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary. 
· organise paragraphs around a theme
· in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot
Evaluate and edit by:
· assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting improvements
· ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 
· ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural
· proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors
Specific grammar objectives:
· use direct speech correctly
· punctuate sentences correctly using capital letters and the correct demarcation at the end of the sentence.
· extend sentences with more than one clause by using a wider range of conjunctions, including: when, if, because, although
Spelling objectives
· use dictionaries to check the spelling and meaning of words 
· use the first three or four letters of a word to check spelling, meaning or both of these in a dictionary 
· use a thesaurus.
· Statutory 3/4 word list
Speech and Language – Exploratory and Presentational Talk
· listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers
· ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge
· use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary
· articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
· give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings
· maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments
· use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas
· speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English
· participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play/improvisations and debates
· gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)
· consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others
· select and use appropriate registers for effective communication

Exploratory talk  		Presentational talk		Parallel writing			process writing			product writing	 	peer assessment 

	Day
	Focus 
	Whole Class
	Independent/Guided work
	Plenary

	1
	To explore different points of view
	Debate: Can a spider and a fly be friends? 

Go out and about and find some spider webs in the grounds of the school…. What would happen if the fly flew into them? Has anyone ever seen a fly in a spider web? Can a fly do anything to a spider? What is the relationship between flies and spiders? Think about food chains etc. 

As a class discuss if a spider and a fly can be friends? Why? Why not? Tch to make some notes on the flipchart to support the children in their future discussions. 
	Split into 2 teams – yes they can be friends, no they can’t be friends. 
What reasons can they give for each side? 
Within the group – come up with reasons that back up your argument that a spider and a fly can/cannot be friends!  

	Have the debate – each team to put across their argument that a fly and a spider can/cannot be friends.

Each person in the group must have something to say.  

	2


	To explore a character
	Following on from our debate yesterday, we are going to look at the two characters – a spider and a fly. We will discuss the similarities and differences between them.

Show the children the picture of the spider – what is their initial reaction to it? Male/female? Kind/unkind etc. 
Make some notes round the picture on the flipchart paper. 

Repeat for the fly. 

	Children have their own copy of the spider and the fly pictures and annotate their own. They can magpie ideas from the teacher and add their own thoughts as well.  
	Create a poem about one character like we did for the Lion and the Mouse. 

For example, 
The Spider, 
Creepy, evil, hairy.
Scary and freaky.
The Spider

The Fly
Pretty, angelic, innocent.
Kind and sweet.
The Fly

Write the spider one on flipchart as you will need it tomorrow. 

	3
	To explore rhyme
	What does it mean to rhyme? 
Allow the children time to discuss and feedback – can they give examples?
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zqjgrdm
Pause after cake and discuss why it doesn’t rhyme. Can the children think of a food that does rhyme with peas? 
Play the rest of the video and then play the 2 easy games at the bottom. 

Use the example poem from yesterday and explore rhyme.
Can the children find any words which rhyme? 

In our poem hairy and scary rhyme.
 
Some children might say creepy and freaky, but they are a near-rhyme or a slant rhyme. 

The Spider, 
Creepy, evil, hairy.
Scary and freaky.
The Spider. 

Can we change our poem round to put the rhyming words at the end of the lines? 
This is called a rhyming couplet. 
	Look at their poem from yesterday – do they have any words that rhyme?

Create a bank of pairs of rhyming words about the Spider and the Fly. E.g.

	Spider
	Fly

	Freaky sneaky
Scary hairy darey wary

	Pretty witty
Sweet treat
Classy sassy




Can you change your poem so it has a rhyming couplet in lines 2 and 3?
	Read out your poems to your group/class

	4
	To explore a new text 
To practice our dictionary skills 
	Show the front cover and ask the children the question on the back cover…. Will you walk into my Parlour? 

Discuss what is a parlour? Does anyone know? Write the language on a post it with a definition and stick on the working wall.  Model using the dictionary under the visualiser to demo the skills needed for dictionary work. 

Read the book to the children – play this track in the background whilst you are reading. Track also in files on Teams Year 4 



What do they notice about the story? 
· It rhymes
· It’s a poem but it tells a story
· Has 2 characters
· All set in one place

Do they like the story? What do they like? What don’t they like?
Can they find the moral of the story?  

Can we find the rhymes? What is it called? (rhyming couplets)
As a class, annotate a copy of the poem showing the rhyming couplets.  (print on A3) 

The Spider and the Fly .docx

Never heard the word grid – what words have we heard today that we do not understand? 
Make a list with the children – these are some of these words which might need definitions – parlour, vain, weary, soaring, pantry, cunning, gauzy, looking-glass, bidding, subtle, hither, wily, aloft, crested, alas, dismal, heed, counselor. 



	Never Heard the word grid

Children to work in pairs to choose 4 or 5 words they haven’t heard before and find out the meaning of those words. Parlour can be word number 1. 


LAPS – work with tch/TA to create a NHTWG,  if necessary. 

Never Heard the Word Grid.docx


	Share your favourite words that you think you could use again in a piece of writing.  

	5
	To use pronouns appropriately for clarity and cohesion and to avoid repetition
	https://www.naturalcurriculum.co.uk/grammar/year-4-grammar-lessons/pronouns/spider-monkey/screen-1/

Use the natural curriculum to reinforce the grammar around pronouns. What is a pronoun and why do we use them?  
	Complete the whiteboard challenges identifying the pronouns put in and nouns which have been removed. 

Think about our piece of writing

What could we use instead of the nouns in the attached sentences. 

pronouns.docx

Children to replace nouns with pronouns. 
	Read the letter at the back of the book. 

	6
	To explore the features of a letter and plan our response
	Use the letter at the back of the book as a WAGOLL
Why do we write a letter? 
What does a letter need? 
What was the purpose of this letter?  

Photocopy onto A3 paper – what do we notice about the letter? Show the following: 
· Who you are writing to
· Salutation
· Introductory paragraph  

Explain we are going to use the letter from the spider and write a reply from the fly explaining how he can be a better creature and change his ways. 


	WHOLE CLASS WORK 
Brainstorm ideas that we can say in reply to the spider – what do we want to say back to him. 

Annotate the paragraphs with our replies – on flipchart paper – what replies would we have to paragraph 1, 2, 3 etc – this will form the plan of the piece of writing. Use bullet points so it can then be turned into sentences for the piece of writing. 


Highlight parts which we can use in our own letter – repeated phrases -  e.g. “You say Spiders are trappers but they don’t have to be. That is a choice that you make.”   

 
	You are the fly, verbalise what you would like to say back to the spider. 



	7
	To write a letter in reply
To use pronouns correctly


NB Whilst writing, miss out some words, make some mistakes which can be highlighted during the editing stage.  
Ensure you have repeated the noun 
	Paragraph 1 – gist of this paragraph is to say that the spider doesn’t have to make the same choices he always has. He can change. 

Model writing paragraph 1

Start in the same way as the letter – No doubt you…… 
Maybe say the spider is feeling guilty or not feeling guilty etc. 

Use the flipchart list in response to the spider to help structure this paragraph.

e.g. 
No Doubt you are feeling guilty about eating me! However, I do not think this is the case at all. You say that “Spiders are trappers” but they do not have to be. You have a choice. You can change your ways! Just because it has been a tradition, does not mean that it has to continue. It is time to stop! 

	Children to use the model and write their own paragraph 1 thinking about replying to the messages that the spider gave in his letter.

 
	Verbalise your paragraph 2 



	8
	To write a letter in reply
To use pronouns correctly
	Repeat lesson 7 for paragraph 2 

e.g.
Being smug and proud of what you have achieved is not how you should feel. You should be ashamed of your tactics as they are underhand and quite frankly, sneaky. I did put up a good fight and I am proud of how long I was able to resist the temptation, but you should not have been tempting me at all. You see being a talented and persistent hunter as a positive thing when it makes you a despicable creature who preys on other’s insecurities to make themselves feel better.  
	Children to use the model and write their own paragraph 2 thinking about replying to the messages that the spider gave in his letter.

	Verbalise paragraph 3

	9
	To write a letter in reply
To use pronouns correctly
	Repeat lesson 7 for paragraph 3

e.g. 
So what does my letter mean for you. You need to think about your ways! Think about those who you are being unkind to. Those you are luring into your parlour and devouring; a death sentence they know nothing about. You should think about your ways as you may find one day that you are the prey and someone will be luring you into their parlour! 

Think about how you wish to sign off the letter…..

Stay Safe, 
Think on, 
Take heed, 


Fly  
 

	Children to use the model and write their own paragraph 3 thinking about replying to the messages that the spider gave in his letter.

	Read through your entire letter 

	10 
	To edit and improve 
	Tch to model: (flit between the two tch model, child do, tch model child do.) 
Read through your letter from start to finish – does it make sense? Are there are words missing? If so, put them in using blue pen.

Capital letters and full stops

Have you used the noun and then used the pronoun instead of repeating the noun? 


	Peer supported editing – working with your partner to check anything you are not sure about. 

Read through and make sure your work makes sense. Add in any missing words using your blue pen. 

Capital letters and full stops 

Pronouns and nouns 



	Read your partners piece of writing – can you see anything that needs changing? 
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