The Lion and the Mouse: Year 4
Purpose: To compose a fable.  	Audience: The other year 4 class.	
Form: 
Reading comprehension
· check that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context. 
· ask questions to improve their understanding 
· draw inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence. 
· predict what might happen from details stated and implied 
· discuss and evaluate how authors use language, considering the impact on the reader
Writing Composition
Plan their writing by: 
· identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their own
· in narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings
Draft and write by: 
· compose and rehearse sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary. 
· organise paragraphs around a theme
· in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot
Evaluate and edit by:
· assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting improvements
· ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 
· ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural
· proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors
Specific grammar objectives:
· use direct speech correctly
· punctuate sentences correctly using capital letters and the correct demarcation at the end of the sentence.
· extend sentences with more than one clause by using a wider range of conjunctions, including: when, if, because, although
Spelling objectives
· use dictionaries to check the spelling and meaning of words 
· use the first three or four letters of a word to check spelling, meaning or both of these in a dictionary 
· use a thesaurus.
· Statutory 3/4 word list
Speech and Language – Exploratory and Presentational Talk
· listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers
· ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge
· use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary
· articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
· give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings
· maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments
· use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas
· speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English
· participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play/improvisations and debates
· gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)
· consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others
· select and use appropriate registers for effective communication

	Day
	Focus 
	Whole Class
	Independent/Guided work
	Plenary

	1
	To summarise. 
To recognise and understand themes across a range of fables.
	What is a fable? 
Exploratory talk- encourage children to formulate opinions and give reasons. 

Provide fable morals to the children. Ask them the read them and discuss their initial thoughts. What do they mean? Can they give another way to say the moral?

Read through the short summaries of different fables with different themes. Ask the children to match each summary to a theme. 

Exploratory talk- encourage children to discuss with their partner/ table the theme of the remaining summaries. Why do they think that? Do any summaries have the same theme? 
	Teacher to model writing a short explanation about the theme of a chosen fable justifying their reasons. No more than 4 sentences. 

Children to  choose one of the 4 different summaries write a short explanation about what they think the theme of the fable may be justifying their reasons. 

Verbally discuss ideas before writing down. Think it, say it, like it, write it, read it, edit it. 
	Presentational talk- children to share their explanations. Tch guidance – demo how to read out the piece of writing – place writing under the visualizer.
Children to listen carefully to the pitch and the speed and repeat some lines trying to imitate.  Children to then practice reading their own piece of writing thinking about the pitch and speed. Read to partner and then read out to class.  

	2
	To predict
To give an opinion and back it up with reasons using the text, where appropriate, for evidence. 
	Hook: 
Show the children screen grabs one by one from the video of the lion and the mouse as the fable progresses.

Exploratory talk – using questions to explore the text so far and encourage children to formulate opinions and give reasons.
 
Who have we met so far? 
What do we know about them?  Encourage children to ask their own questions and as a class we attempt to answer.

Lion – display on flipchart paper what we know about him. 
Mouse – display on the flipchart paper what we know about him. 

Should the Mouse help the Lion?
Brainstorm ideas in groups – record on whiteboards. Make sure the children have reasons. Yes or no why? Can they use evidence from the text to back up their answer? Tch demo with one reason talking with the class. Taking turns and building on responses. 

	Short Burst write
Should the Mouse help the Lion? Yes or no and why? 

What would you do and why?

Verbally discuss answers before writing down.
Think it, say it, like it, write it, read it, edit it!  


	Presentational talk – children to read out their answers. 
Tch guidance – demo how to read out the piece of writing – place writing under the visualizer.
Children to listen carefully to the pitch and the speed and repeat some lines trying to imitate the tch.  Children to then practice reading their own piece of writing thinking about the pitch and speed. Read to partner and then read out to class.  

	3
	Focus: To know and understand how direct speech is punctuated and its purpose. (year 3 recap)
	Introduce the children to the Lion and the mouse. Watch the following video with no sound. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iPybpc-xuG0 Then, read the fable with them. 

Exploratory talk- What have we found out? Have we learned anything new? Were our predictions right? 

Recap session - How do we punctuate direct speech?

Look at the section of speech from the text.

Can you identify the features which direct speech has to have? 
Exploratory talk – what features are we looking for? Do you remember anything? Build on each other’s knowledge. 

ICAPI – Inverted commas, capital letter, actual speech, punctuation, inverted commas. Make sure all children are familiar with ICAPI.  

Introduce independent task - tch to read and remind the children of the initial conversation between the lion and the mouse.  

	With a partner, one child must be the lion and the other must be the mouse. 

Imagine that they have just met. The mouse has been taking a nap and the lion captured the mouse to eat. What could/would you say to each other? Try to keep it fairly simple. 

Together, on a whiteboard, write down the conversation. 

Edit the conversation and add in the correct punctuation for it being direct speech.  

Copy conversation into books.

	Presentational talk
Children to act out their speech thinking about the character they are playing. 

Prior to acting out – have a discussion with the class about how they could show who the different characters were? What could we think about? 
Intonation, speed, volume. 


	4
	Focus: To know and understand how direct speech is punctuated and its purpose. (year 4 recap)
	Start by addressing any issues from the writing done yesterday – ICAPI reminder

Use the following lesson to highlight the need for extra information so your speech doesn’t play “ping pong”

Watch the film and complete whiteboard challenges. 
https://www.naturalcurriculum.co.uk/grammar/year-4-grammar-lessons/direct-speech/bee-eater/screen-1/ 

Look at the Lion and the Mouse text again- identify where extra  information has been added in- see below. 
The lion was amused, his body vibrating as he giggled with his paw clutched tightly around his inconvenient entertainment. Silently thinking, the king wondered how a peculiar, small mouse could ever help such a magnificent beast but despite his conscience, he was generous and finally freed his captive. 

Exploratory talk - Discuss what impact this has on the reader? How do we know that the lion is responding to the mouse without direct speech?  


Using a conversation written yesterday, (secret writer photocopied from a child’s book)
Exploratory talk – thinking about what we have just done on natural curriculum and identified in our text, How could we make this speech better? – Ideas for adding in extra info and explore synonyms for said.

Make a list of synonyms for said and decide which ones might be appropriate to use in this piece of writing.  
	Look again at the writing from yesterday – what could be added to make the writing better? Think about what we have discussed about adding detail and the speech not ending up as “ping pong”

Edit your writing – it doesn’t have to be the same as your partner but it can be.
	Presentational talk
Children to act out their speech thinking about the character they are playing. 

Prior to acting out – have a discussion with the class about how they could show who the different characters were? What could we think about? 
Intonation, speed, volume.


	5

	Focus: To summarise a fable using a story map. 
	Read the Lion and the Mouse fable with the children. 

Exploratory talk
When the lion and the mouse met again at the end, how has the lion’s feelings changed towards and about the mouse? Children to discuss and justify their reasons using evidence from the text to support their answer. 

Re read the fable with the children. 
Presentational talk- 
Provide children with different parts of the text. Have a child to be the lion and the mouse to perform the story. Emphasise the use of expression when characters are talking. 

Exploratory talk- Summarise the story in 5 points to your partner. What are the main 5 events in the fable?

Tch to model story mapping the fable to the children- must be clear and arrows showing direction of each event. 

	Provide children with A3 paper.  Children should use the text to support their story mapping. 

Children must have a minimum of 8 different illustrations to map the fable.
	 
Presentational Talk- children to recall the fable their partner using their story map to prompt them. They should talk their partner through each of their illustrations to retell the fable of the lion and the mouse. 

	6
	Focus: To understand the structure of a fable.
	Introduce the boxing up success grid to the children. They will have seen this before. 

Exploratory talk- Children to work in partners to discuss the definition of each box. What is the purpose of a fable? Who is the audience? Who listens to or reads the fable? 


Provide children with a copy of their purpose, audience and form grid. 

Work through together each box on the grid. Ensure the grid is displayed on the WW for children to refer back to easily too. 

	Children should work with their partner to find examples from the fable ‘ The Lion and the Mouse’ linked to the ingredients on their P/A/F grid. 

Model how to write examples near the ingredient they are examples of. 

	Children to share the examples of what they found with you so that they can be added to the WW. 

	7
	Focus: To plan a fable (story mountain). 
	Introduce the children to a visual of a story mountain. 

Exploratory talk- Children to discuss in table groups what they think each section of the story mountain is about.

Show children the 5 key sections of a story- Opening, Build up, Dilemma, Resolution, Close

Exploratory talk- Thinking about the fable; can the children identify a key part for each section of the story mountain? 


	Provide children with a variety of morals. Explain to the children that they will be re writing the fable of the lion and the mouse to teach a different moral. 

Children should use a story mountain to plan the 5 key sections of their reinvented fable. 
	Presentational Talk- children to share the general overview of their fable. How does it open? What is the build up to the dilemma? How is it resolved? What moral is taught by the time the fable ends? 

	8
	Focus: To plan and write a fable. 

In this lesson the children will not be planning all of their fable. They will plan each section in a lesson and write. The next lesson they will edit the writing they have and then plan and write the following section. 
	PART 1- MODEL PLANNING
Introduce children to the boxed up planning grid.  

Exploratory talk- Children to discuss the similarities and differences between the story mountain and boxing up format. 
What do you notice about each section of the plan and the story mountain?
What will be added into our boxed up plan that is not on our story map?  

Ask the children to think about the features of a fable that we will need to used in the writing. They can turn back to their purpose, audience and form grid to remind themselves. (¾ spelling words, expanded noun phrases, fronted adverbials)

Model to the children how the lion and the mouse fable would have been planned in this grid format planning the opening section only. Ask the children to support in filling out the boxes- main points of paragraphs to build sentences, key features including variety of ¾ spelling words, direct speech (if required), conjunctions, sentence openers. Ensure you have added the features required into each box.

Children are able to use English resources to support planning which are in labelled trays and on top. 

PART 2- MODEL WRITING
Model to the children transforming the plan into a paragraph. Model how to use each bullet point to structure a sentence and any features that will be included. Purposefully miss some features out so that you can use this to model effective and successful editing. 

Use think it, say it, like it, write it (on a whiteboard first). When you have repeated this process to build the whole paragraph model: check it, edit it, write it. 

	PART 2- CHILDREN PLAN
Provide children with their own boxing up planning grid chopped into individual sections. Provide them with the opening only. 
Each section is colour coded to the section they should focus on from their story mountain.

Children should only plan the opening, discussing with their partner or group they key parts in that paragraph. They should write no more than 3 bullet points which will build their sentences.  

They should make sure they have planned in the set amount of features you expect to see in their writing which they can see in the margin of their plan. 

PART 2- CHILDREN WRITE
Children should use their opening plan to begin to build their paragraph using the techniques modelled. Children should write on a whiteboard first. 
	Presentational Talk- Children to put their hands over their ears to read over their first written paragraph to check their writing makes sense and flows with cohesion without repetition. 

Using lollipop sticks, randomly select children to present their writing to their peers. 

	9 
	Focus: To edit, plan and write a fable. 

In this lesson children will start by editing their writing from yesterday before planning and writing their build up. 
	PART 1 MODEL EDITING 

ALL EDITING ON WRITING SHOULD BE COMPLETED IN A BLUE PEN. 
Using the modelled write from yesterday’s lesson, model to the children how to edit their writing. 

Exploratory talk- Ask the children to discuss with their partner what they will use to edit and check their writing. 

Refer the children back to their purpose, audience and form grid and the margin of their planning grid. Model identifying the editing process underlining each feature used in a colour. Go through the your plan and check for anything yu have not used. 

Yesterday, features should have been purposefully missed to then model editing these into writing. 
	PART 1 CHILDREN EDIT
Children should go through and read their writing aloud before underling features in different colours. 

Once they are happy that their work makes sense the children can identify features outlinned on their plan and edit in any they forgot to use. This should be completed in a blue pen!

Bring the class back together after some time to check their writing (15 minutes max). Once they have edited, provide children with the next chopped up section of the plan (the build up). Explain to the children that they will be referring back to their story mountain and following the same structure as yesterday to plan their writing ensuring they plan in all the features outlinned in the margin. 

Once children have planned they should then write their paragraph. This needs to be finished so that they can edit in the next lesson. 
	Presentational Talk- 
Children to put their hands over their ears to read over their first written paragraph to check their writing makes sense and flows with cohesion without repetition. 

Using lollipop sticks, randomly select children to present their writing to their peers.



	10 
	Focus: To edit, a fable

In this lesson children will plan the remaining 3 sections of their fable. 

We have recognised they find note taking hard. They will need to plan their main key points as bullet points and then add their detail. 
	Ask the children to summarise their fable they are writing using the story mountain in their book. Then, they need to recap what they have already written (the opening and build up) to see where their story is heading next. 

They will plan the dilemma next. Using the lion and the mouse fable ask the children what the main key points in this section are. Bullet point them on your plan (see example in teacher Literacy book). Ask the children what else needs planning in- criteria in margin of planning box. 

Create multiple flip charts of ideas that could be used. The children can then use this when they are planning. 1x flip chart of fronted adverbials (use examples from lion on mouse on your plan & and give out fronted adverbial mats in resources trays for children). 1 x flip chart of suitable year 3 and 4 spellings. 1x flip chart adjectives used to describe lion, mouse and other nouns in fable.



	Provide children with the dilemma planning box. Give them 15- 20 minutes to plan their dilemma box adding all the expected criteria. 

After they have finished they will continue their planning process by planning their resolution and closing section too. Individual boxes are chopped up. 

Children must refer to their story mountain to help them. Their sheets should not be stuck in this lesson but kept safe in thir book where they have been writing. 
	Presentational Talk- 
Children to share their ideas they have planned with their partner. 


	11
	Focus: To write a fable.

In this lesson children will only be writing their dilemma section. 
	Ask the children to look back at their planning yesterday for their dilemma section. They should stick this in their book underneath their last piece of writing on the left hand side. The right page remains blank for editing at a later date. See example in teacher book. 

Model writing dilemma section from teacher modelled dilemma planning box yesterday. Please mention to children they will be writing between 8- 12 sentences.  Write on a whiteboard first. Ask the children to support you with giving you ideas for your sentences. 
Key questions: 
How did something happen? 
Could we describe this noun? 
Could we use another pronoun? 

Go back through writing and check you have included everything in your plan including the expected features. Once you have checked and have built up ideas using description this can be written in Literacy book. (You do not need to write this up but the children will need to when they have done theirs). 
	Give children 30 minutes of writing time on a whiteboard. They must use the time effectively to ensure they have a completed paragraph on their board. 

Emphasise importance of quietly saying sentences out loud before writing and working effectively. Use partner and resources to support themselves before relying on a teacher. 

Mrs Holdford will take a small group of children out to work. Kyra, Imogen, Romany, Mckenzie, Harry C, Enya. 

Ask the children to sit where they did last week so their partner can support them. Teacher to float around to check children are writing. Children to keep an eye on: Harry B, William. 
	Presentational Talk- 
Children to put their hands over their ears to read over their first written paragraph to check their writing makes sense and flows with cohesion without repetition. 

Using lollipop sticks, randomly select children to present their writing to their peers.


	12
	Focus: To write a fable.

In this lesson children will only be writing their resolution section. 
	Ask the children to look back at their writing from  yesterday for their dilemma section. They should go through and idenitfy their key features underlining in their colours (they know what this means- same colours as opening section). They should go through with a blue pen and edit capital letters, full stops and spellings independently. Any spellings should be written correctly on the right hand side). Give children 10 minutes for this. 

They should then stick the resolution plan box in their book underneath their last piece of writing on the left hand side. The right page remains blank for editing at a later date. See example in teacher book. 

Remind children that their notes should be expanded using detail. This was modelled yesterday. Please mention to children they will be writing between 4-8 sentences.  Write on a whiteboard first. Ask the children to support you with giving you ideas for your sentences. 
Key questions: 
How did something happen? 
Could we describe this noun? 
Could we use another pronoun? 
What might the character say? 
How might could we show the character repsonding without speech? 

Go back through writing and check you have included everything in your plan including the expected features. Once you have checked and have built up ideas using description this can be written in Literacy book. (You do not need to write this up but the children will need to when they have done theirs). 
	Give children 30 minutes of writing time on a whiteboard. They must use the time effectively to ensure they have a completed paragraph on their board. 

Emphasise importance of quietly saying sentences out loud before writing and working effectively. Use partner and resources to support themselves before relying on a teacher. 

TA will take a small group of children out to work. 

Ask the children to sit where they did last week so their partner can support them. Teacher to float around to check children are writing. 
	Presentational Talk- 
Children to put their hands over their ears to read over their first written paragraph to check their writing makes sense and flows with cohesion without repetition. 

Using lollipop sticks, randomly select children to present their writing to their peers.


	13
	Focus: To write a fable.

In this lesson children will only be writing their colisng section. 
	Ask the children to look back at their writing from  yesterday for their resolution section. They should go through and identify their key features underlining in their colours (they know what this means- same colours as opening section). They should go through wilth a blue pen and edit capital letters, full stops and spellings independetly. Any spellings should be written correctly on the right hand side). Give children 10 minutes for this. 

They should then stick the closing plan box in their book underneath their last piece of writing on the left hand side. The right page remains blank for editing at a later date. See example in teacher book. 

Remind children that their notes should be expanded using detail. This was modelled yesterday. Please mention to children they will be writing between 4-5 sentences.  Write on a whiteboard first. Ask the children to support you with giving you ideas for your sentences. 
Key questions: 
How did something happen? 
Could we describe this noun? 
Could we use another pronoun? 
What is the moral? Write this at the end. 

Go back through writing and check you have included everything in your plan including the expected features. Once you have checked and have built up ideas using description this can be written in Literacy book. (You do not need to write this up but the children will need to when they have done theirs). 
	Give children 30 minutes of writing time on a whiteboard. They must use the time effectively to ensure they have a completed paragraph on their board. 

Emphasise importance of quietly saying sentences out loud before writing and working effectively. Use partner and resources to support themselves before relying on a teacher. 

Mrs Holdford will take a small group of children out to work. Kyra, Imogen, Romany, Mckenzie, Harry C, Enya. 

Ask the children to sit where they did last week so their partner can support them. Teacher to float around to check children are writing. Children to keep an eye on: Harry B, William. 
	Presentational Talk- 
Children to put their hands over their ears to read over their first written paragraph to check their writing makes sense and flows with cohesion without repetition. 

Using lollipop sticks, randomly select children to present their writing to their peers.




