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Learning objective from the national curriculum
Ask relevant questions 
Use relative strategies to build their vocabulary 
Pupils should be taught to: § develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for writing by: § writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and fictional) 
consider what they are going to write before beginning by: § planning or saying out loud what they are going to write about § writing down ideas and/or key words, including new vocabulary § encapsulating what they want to say, sentence by sentence § make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own writing by: § evaluating their writing with the teacher and other pupils § re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form § proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly] § read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning
Book families 
The dragon machine – to COMPARE 

	Day 
	Learning Objectives 
	Whole class 
	Independent / guided work 
	Plenary 

	Preparation 
	Hook – Earth Day 
Session 1-, Create a piece of art based on the words ‘Across a wind  – illustration. 
Children to have art materials available. 
Session 2-  Litter picking
Conscious corridor - Would you like to live there? (Show image  of the house that they created the illustration)
Session 3- Rubbish all over the floor – how does that make you feel?  How could we sort it? Use the words sifted and sorted. 
What materials are there? What adjectives can you use to describe the rubbish?
Create some bird feeders with the rubbish to create something beautiful.

	1 
	To make
inferences
I can retrieve
information
from images
and text
I can use
conjunctions
to link
clauses
conjunctions. When modelling, use alternative colours

	Read to ‘…looked out on other people’s rubbish and
bad weather’. Pose the question: ‘Who would live in a
house like this?’
Remind the children of the conscious corridor.
Does the house remind you of anywhere? Discuss
advantages vs. disadvantages of living in the house
and record in a table. Model initially, then allow
children time to continue in groups. For example:
Orally model using conjunctions but, although and
whilst to link clauses.
Advantages Disadvantages
The house looks
warm and cosy
The surrounding
environment
appears
Model writing sentences linking clauses with

	Children to record their ideas in their books. 
	Share work 

	2
	L.O: to write a journal entry. 
	Children to look a t the verbs that the man was doing and change them into past tense. 


	Children to record their journal entry in their journals 
Pictures to support those children who need it. 
Children to write about how he feels when he wakes up and what he does etc. 
	Read on to the next part of the story. 

	3 
	L.O: to write a postcard. 
	Read to ‘the world was still the same’.
Notice that the man looks sad.
Complete a Shades of Grey using
alternative synonyms for ‘sad’. Which
are the strongest adjectives? Which are
weaker?
We need to try and cheer him up! What have we
noticed about him? What is he good at? What advice
could we give him?
Sorting solutions:
Provide children with statements of advice to sort into
things he must do, things he should do and things he
could do.
Must Should Could
Do not lose
hope
Use your
books to
learn about
the world
Write a
Letter
Model writing a postcard to the old man to offer him
advice.
.
	Children to write their own version of the postcard to help the old man. 
Dear Sir,
We noticed you looked a bit miserable and
thought you might need some advice to cheer
you up. You love to read so you should use
your books to learn about the world. If you
are lonely, you could write a letter to a
friend. Whatever happens you must not lose
hope.
Children’s postcards could be instantly published onto a
postcard template
	Read aloud their postcards to check for sense. 

	4
	L.O: to write a prediction 
	Play rumours 
Children to discuss ideas 
	Children to write about what they think the man was wishing for in the moon. 
	Share ideas and read to the next part of the story. 

	3
	L.O: to write a journal entry 
	Model writing to a journal entry.  
	Journal entry 2 – Children to write about his idea and  what he did with his ideas. 
	Children to brain storm adjectives and descriptive phrases to describe the old man. 

	4
	L.O: to write a character description. 
	Hot  seating 
To write a
setting
description
Read to ‘Wild animals slipped through the green
shadows’. How many ‘adjective + noun’ phrases can
you spot? e.g. green shoots
Tell children that a different way of creating nouns
phrases is to use ‘noun of noun’. E.g. sound of
birdsong. Can you find the ‘noun of noun’ phrases
used by Helen Ward? Collect for the Working Wall.
Where are all these things? We are also going to
need some preposition phrases to write our
descriptions today - can you spot them in the book?
Collect the preposition phrases, e.g. through the
green shadows.
Look at the double page image of the green forest.
Repeat the ‘nouning’ activity from session 5.
Model writing a setting description of the green forest
using expanded noun phrases and preposition phrases.
Time passed. Soon a forest of green had shot
up towards the sky. Long, twisted vines curled
themselves around the tropical trees. Black and
white toucans with bright yellow beaks landed
in the branches above the ground. The flutter
of wings mingled with the scurrying of insects.
Teachers may wish to provide additional images such
as ‘Tiger in a Tropical Storm’ by Henri Rousseau. This
may also be a good stimulus for some linked artwork.
	Children to write a character description of the old man. 
	Create a brain storm map for setting description. 

	5
	L.O: to write a journal entry 
	To write a journal entry about 
	Children to use the success criteria to help them. 
	Share journal entry. 

	6
	L.O: to write a setting description,
	Play video / music of a rain forest 
Share work from church lane primary school. 
Model a setting description 
	Children to write a setting description using 
	

	7
	L.O: to write a journal entry
	To write a journal entry about 
	Children to write a journal entry about the bird coming to visit. 
	Share ideas. 

	8   SATS ongoing 
	L.O: to sequence the story 
	Model sequencing pictures to create a story map. 
	Children to sequence the story – using the pictures available. 
	

	9 SATS ongoing 
	L.O: to create a plan for writing 
	Using ladder grid to model ideas. 
	Children to use the ladder grid to box up ideas and think about sentence starters they could use. 
	

	10. SATS ongoing
	L.O: to retell the story. 
	Model the retell of the story. 
	Children to retell the story. 
	Share the story with Year 1 
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