  Geography Australia Summer 2 Our Planet

Essential Knowledge
 
 
 

 
In this topic children will work around a geography focus developing on precious learning of ocean and continents and looking at human and physical geography. They will compare a country in the southern hemisphere comparing it with a small area of the UK.
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Indigenous, descendants, migrants, sacred, holy ancestors, vast, remote, inland, monotremes, mammals, marsupials, plumage, nocturnal, carnivorous, rural,reef, barrier, species, vibrant, bacteria, marine, recycling, harbour, plateau, termperate, settlement, convicts, urban.
Vocabulary
 
· Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom and of a contrasting non-European country.
· Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: •
· key physical features, including: beach, coast, forest, hill, mountain, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation and weather. •
· key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office and shop.
· How to ask and answer geographical questions (such as: What is this place like? What or who will I see in this place? What do people do in this place?). • Identify the key features of a location in order to say whether it is a city, town, village, coastal or rural area. dies and faces are portray art.


	Key objectives

	· Compare and contrast the location of Australia and the United Kingdom.
· Compare and contrast the main physical features of Australia and the United Kingdom.
· Compare and contrast the main human features of Australia and the United Kingdom.
· Compare and contrast the location of Aboriginal settlements and the cities of Australia.
· Explain why the physical feature Uluru is sacred to Aboriginal people.
· Compare and contrast everyday life in an Aboriginal village with a city in Australia.

· Compare and contrast some Australian wildlife with the wildlife found in the United Kingdom.
· Summarise information about the Great Barrier Reef’s physical features.
· Organise information about some different types of coral found in the Great Barrier Reef.
· Summarise information about how human activity is affecting the health of the Great Barrier Reef.
· What are the main similarities and differences between the tourist attractions of Sydney and London?

	Session
	Main Teaching
	Activity


	Those children needing more support.
	Those children needing extra challenge.

	Session 1
o locate Australia on a world map and identify its states, territories, capital cities, and key geographical features.

Success Criteria:
Pupils will be successful if they can:
✅ Find Australia on a world map or globe.
✅ Name and locate the six states and two territories of Australia.
✅ Identify and label the capital cities of each state and territory.
✅ Recognise significant places such as the Great Barrier Reef, Uluru, Daintree Rainforest, and Sydney.
✅ Name the three oceans that surround Australia.
✅ Use basic compass directions to describe the location of features within Australia.

	Locate where Australia is in the world. Look at how is made up of states and territories. Children to name and identify them on a map. Children will use previously taught compass skills. Identify significant places – the great barrier reef, Uluru rock, daintree rainforest, Sydney 
	Children to put together an Australian puzzle piece, looking at the states and territories. Challenge children to identify the capital city of each state. Look at the three oceans that surround Australia.
	  Use a labelled map of Australia with the states, territories, and major features already marked for reference.
  Provide word banks with pictures for terms like "state," "territory," "ocean," "capital city."
  Use pre-cut puzzle pieces with state names written on them.
  Offer sentence starters, e.g., "Sydney is a city in the state of ___."
  Work in small adult-supported groups for the map or puzzle activity.
  Focus on recognising and naming a few major states and landmarks (e.g., Queensland, New South Wales, Uluru, Sydney).

	Ask children to compare Australia with the UK (e.g., size, number of states vs. UK countries

	Session 2 
Learning Objective:
To identify and sort human and physical geographical features of Australia.

Success Criteria:
Pupils will be successful if they can:
✅ Explain what a human feature is (something made by people) and what a physical feature is (something natural).
✅ Recognise and name examples of both human and physical features in Australia (e.g., Sydney Opera House vs. Uluru).
✅ Sort a list or set of images into human and physical features using a table.
✅ Use an iPad or computer to find out one or two facts about an Australian feature.
✅ Share something they learned with a partner or the class.

	Lesson Structure:
1. Starter – What Are Human and Physical Features? (10 mins)
· Show images of UK examples first (e.g. Big Ben vs. Lake District) to remind children of the difference.
· Use a sorting game on the board or carpet: show mixed pictures and ask,
“Is this made by nature or by people?”

2. Introduction to Australian Landmarks (10 mins)
· Show pictures of Australian features (e.g. Uluru, Sydney Opera House, Great Barrier Reef, Harbour Bridge).
· Introduce each one briefly. Ask:
“Is this a human feature or a physical one?”
· Use visual aids or slides.

3. Main Activity – Sorting Task (20 mins)
A. Table Activity (Core Task):
· Give each pupil or pair a worksheet with a sorting table:
· One column: Human Features
· Second column: Physical Features
· Provide picture cards or names of features to cut, stick, or write in the correct place.
B. iPad Research (Extension for All):
· Pupils choose one feature and use an iPad to find out:
· Where it is
· What it looks like
· One interesting fact
· Record it on a mini fact sheet or drawing template.

4. Plenary – Share and Reflect (10 mins)
· Ask children to share one human and one physical feature they learned about.
· Ask:
“Which feature would you most like to visit and why?”

	Children to sort them into human and physical in a table.
Allow children time on ipads to find out more about them.

	· Provide a visual word bank with clear picture examples:
· Human: bridge, road, house, Sydney Opera House
· Physical: mountain, ocean, Uluru, Great Barrier Reef
· Use pre-cut image cards to match and sort into labelled human/physical columns.
· Give sentence starters to help with explanations:
“This is a human feature because __...”
“This is a physical feature because __...”
· Work in a guided group with adult support.
Simplified Task:
Match 4–6 labelled pictures to the correct category (human or physical) using a simple sorting mat.

	  Ask children to find additional human and physical features of Australia using iPads.
  Encourage them to write a few sentences comparing one human and one physical feature:
“Uluru is a natural rock formation. The Sydney Harbour Bridge was built by people. They are both famous Australian landmarks.”
  Challenge them to create a mini fact card or poster about one feature, including:
· What it is
· Where it is
· Why it is important or interesting
  Introduce geographical language such as natural landscape, man-made, tourist attraction.


	Session 3
Learning Objective (LO):
To compare daily life in rural and urban areas of Australia with life in the UK.

Success Criteria (SC):
Pupils will be successful if they can:
✅ Say what rural and urban mean.
✅ Describe at least two features of daily life for children in both rural and urban Australia.
✅ Talk about how life in Australia is similar to or different from their own.
✅ Use key vocabulary like city, countryside, transport, school, and weather.
✅ Share their ideas through talk, drawing or writing.

	1. Starter Discussion (10 mins)
· Show children a world map and locate Australia and the UK.
· Introduce or recap the terms rural and urban (with images).
· Ask: “What do you think school is like in Australia? Do you think it’s the same as ours?”

2. Video Viewing (15–20 mins)
· Watch the RGS video showing two Australian children — one in a rural and one in an urban area.
· Pause at key points to ask guiding questions:
· What do you notice about their houses/schools?
· How do they get to school?
· What games do they play?

3. Main Activity – Compare & Record (20 mins)
Options depending on ability:
A. Sorting and Drawing Activity (All pupils):
· Provide a comparison sheet divided into columns:
Urban Australia | Rural Australia | Me (UK)
· Children draw or write simple phrases to show:
· What the children wear
· Where they live
· How they get to school
· What they do for fun
B. Writing Challenge (For confident writers):
· Children write 2–3 sentences comparing life in rural Australia and their own:
“In rural Australia, children go to school on a bus for two hours. I walk to school.”
C. Role Play or Class Discussion (Oral option):
· In pairs or groups, children role-play being a child from rural or urban Australia and explain a day in their life.

4. Plenary – Class Sharing (10 mins)
· Gather children to share one thing they found surprising or interesting.
· Ask:
“Would you rather go to school in the city or countryside in Australia? Why?”

	. Main Activity – Compare & Record (20 mins)
Options depending on ability:
A. Sorting and Drawing Activity (All pupils):
· Provide a comparison sheet divided into columns:
Urban Australia | Rural Australia | Me (UK)
· Children draw or write simple phrases to show:
· What the children wear
· Where they live
· How they get to school
· What they do for fun
B. Writing Challenge (For confident writers):
· Children write 2–3 sentences comparing life in rural Australia and their own:
“In rural Australia, children go to school on a bus for two hours. I walk to school.”
C. Role Play or Class Discussion (Oral option):
· In pairs or groups, children role-play being a child from rural or urban Australia and explain a day in their life.

	
	

	Session 4 
Learning Objective (LO):
To identify and describe unusual animals that live in Australia.

Success Criteria (SC):
Pupils will be successful if they can:
✅ Name at least three animals found in Australia.
✅ Say or write one or two facts about each animal.
✅ Use descriptive language to explain what the animals look like or can do.
✅ Create a simple fact file including drawings or pictures.
✅ Use new words like marsupial, nocturnal, pouch, or native.

	1. Starter – Animal Guessing Game (10 mins)
· Show silhouettes or partial images of unusual Australian animals (e.g. kangaroo, platypus, koala, echidna, cassowary).
· Ask children to guess what the animal is, or if they’ve seen it before.
· Introduce the word “native” and explain these animals are only found in Australia.

2. Main Input – Meet the Animals (10–15 mins)
· Show real photos or short video clips of each animal.
· For each animal, explain:
· What it looks like
· What it eats
· Where it lives
· A fun or strange fact (e.g. Platypuses lay eggs!)
· Recommended animals:
· Kangaroo
· Koala
· Platypus
· Wombat
· Tasmanian Devil
· Echidna
· Cassowary
· Sugar Glider


4. Plenary – Animal Share and Compare (10 mins)
· Pupils present one of their favourite animals to the class or in pairs.
· Ask:
“Which animal would you most like to see in real life? Why?”

	3. Main Activity – Create a Fact File (20–25 mins)
A. Fact File Booklet or Poster:
· Children choose 3–5 animals to include in their fact file.
· For each animal, they:
· Write the name of the animal
· Draw a picture or stick a printed image
· Write 1–2 facts (e.g., “The echidna has spikes and eats ants.”)
B. Optional iPad Research:
· Pupils use iPads or books to find one interesting fact per animal to add to their file.
· Encourage questions like:
“What does it eat?”
“Where does it live?”
“How is it different from animals here?”

	  Use pre-filled templates with images and sentence starters:
· “This is a __.”
· “It has ___.”
· “It lives in ___.”
  Allow oral dictation to an adult/scribe or drawing-heavy versions.
  Focus on 2 animals only.

	  Include a “Did you know?” fact box with a surprising or rare fact.
  Write comparisons to animals in the UK:
“Unlike a badger, a wombat has a backward-facing pouch.”
  Include scientific vocabulary: marsupial, nocturnal, habitat.


	Session 5
Learning Objective (LO):
To compare houses, fruit, and beaches in Australia and the UK and explain why they are different.

Success Criteria (SC):
Pupils will be successful if they can:
✅ Name at least one similarity and one difference between Australia and the UK for houses, fruit, or beaches.
✅ Use what they know about weather and climate to explain differences.
✅ Use words like hotter, cooler, wood, tropical, shade, coast.
✅ Share their ideas through talk, drawing, writing or sorting.

	Lesson Structure:
1. Starter – Let’s Recap the Weather! (10 mins)
· Use a globe or map to show where Australia and the UK are.
· Discuss:
“What is the weather like in Australia? How does it compare to the UK?”
· Recap terms: hot, dry, humid, rainy, sunny, tropical.

2. Main Input – Comparing the Three Areas (15 mins)
Use a slideshow or photos for each category:
Houses
· Australia: large windows, often one-storey, raised floors, verandas.
· UK: brick homes, sloped roofs, often two-storey.
Fruit
· Australia: mangoes, bananas, passionfruit, papayas.
· UK: apples, strawberries, pears, plums.
Beaches
· Australia: white sand, warm waters, long coastlines, tropical plants.
· UK: pebble or mixed sand beaches, colder water, often shorter summer season.
Ask guiding questions:
· “What looks the same?”
· “What is different?”
· “How might the weather change what people build or grow?”


4. Plenary – Class Reflection (10 mins)
· Ask:
“Would you like to live in an Australian house? Why or why not?”
“What fruit would grow better here or there? Why?”
· Use this to reinforce the connection between geography and daily life.

	3. Main Activity (20–25 mins)
A. Comparison Booklet or Foldable:
· Children create a mini-book or chart with three sections: Houses, Fruit, Beaches.
· In each section, they draw or label:
· What it’s like in Australia
· What it’s like in the UK
· One reason why there’s a difference (based on climate)
B. Sorting Activity (Option for Core Group):
· Give mixed images or statements to sort into Australia or UK, and discuss why.

	Use picture-based sorting mats with simplified vocabulary.

Sentence stems such as:

“In Australia, the house is ___. In the UK, it is ___.”

Adult support for writing or scribing children’s ideas.
	· Ask children to write because sentences to explain reasons for differences:
“People in Australia eat mangoes because the weather is warm and tropical.”
· Encourage comparative writing using: but, because, however.


	Session 6 
Learning Objective (LO):
To recall key facts about Australia and compare life in Australia and the UK.

Success Criteria (SC):
Pupils will be successful if they can:
✅ Name at least three things they have learnt about Australia.
✅ Describe similarities and differences between Australia and the UK.
✅ Talk or write about differences using what they know about weather, animals, places, or people.
✅ Use comparison words like similar, different, hotter, bigger, tropical, British.

	. Starter – Memory Warm-Up (10 mins)
· Show an image collage with key topics covered (e.g. animals, Uluru, Sydney, fruit, houses, beaches).
· Ask children:
“What do you remember about this place or picture?”
· Use this to activate prior learning and revisit vocabulary.

2. Main Input – Recapping the Unit (10–15 mins)
· Briefly recap the main areas covered in the topic:
· States and territories of Australia
· Climate and weather
· Human and physical features
· Animals
· Daily life (rural/urban)
· Fruit, beaches, and houses
· Create a class mind map on the board with children contributing what they remember.
Ask:
“How is Australia similar to the UK?”
“How is it different?”
“Why do you think those differences exist?”


4. Plenary – Reflection (10 mins)
· Circle time or pair talk:
“What is one new thing you know about Australia?”
“What surprised you the most?”
· Invite volunteers to share their posters or favourite facts with the class.

	3. Main Activity (20–25 mins)
A. Comparison Poster or Booklet:
Children create a poster, booklet or double-page spread showing:
· What they have learnt about Australia
· How it is similar/different to the UK in areas like:
· Animals
· Weather
· Houses
· Schools or daily life
· Food and beaches
They can include:
· Pictures and drawings
· Labels and short sentences
· Key vocabulary and facts
Optional: Group Work
· Children work in small groups to create a presentation or poster and then share with the class.

	  Provide sentence starters:
“In Australia, the weather is ___. In the UK, it is ___.”
“Australia has ___ animals like ___. The UK has ___.”
  Offer visual word banks and scaffolded templates with space for drawing and labeling.

	· Encourage more detailed comparison writing using conjunctions (because, so, but).
· Ask children to explain why differences exist, e.g.
“Australia is hotter than the UK because it is closer to the equator.”
· Invite children to create a "Top 5 Things I Learned" section with brief explanations.


	Cross curricular 

	📚 English
· Reading: Non-fiction texts about Australian animals, places, and weather.
· Writing:
· Fact files and reports (e.g. on Australian animals or landmarks).
· Descriptive writing (e.g. about the Great Barrier Reef or a rainforest).
· Comparative writing (e.g. UK vs Australia).
· Speaking and Listening: Class discussions, presentations, and role-play (e.g. “a day in the life of an Australian child”).

🔢 Maths
· Data handling: Tally charts or pictograms to show favourite Australian animals or climate data.
· Measurement: Comparing temperatures, distances, or rainfall in Australia vs the UK.
· Time zones: Introduce the idea of time differences between countries.

🎨 Art & Design
· Aboriginal dot painting and symbolism.
· Create artwork inspired by the Great Barrier Reef, Uluru, or Australian landscapes.
· Design an Australian postcard or travel poster.

🎶 Music
· Explore traditional Aboriginal music and instruments (e.g. didgeridoo).
· Learn songs about Australia or inspired by nature and landscapes.
· Compose simple rhythms inspired by animals or climate.

💻 Computing
· Use iPads or computers to research animals, landmarks, or Australian schools.
· Create digital presentations or fact files.
· Use map tools or interactive globes online.

🧪 Science
· Living things and their habitats: Study Australian animals and how they are adapted to their environment.
· Compare Australian and UK habitats (e.g. coral reefs vs forests).
· Link to seasonal changes and weather/climate.

🧘 PSHE / Citizenship
· Understanding how people live in different cultures and environments.
· Explore empathy and global awareness (e.g. challenges in rural vs urban Australian life).
· Respect for diversity and indigenous culture.

🏃 PE
· Learn and play traditional Australian playground games or sports (e.g. cricket, Aussie Rules-style games).
· Outdoor exploration orienteering using compass directions and simple maps.


	Learning Challenge Week 
	To create aborgini art and learn about 

	Assessment 
	· 1. Locational Knowledge
· Can children locate Australia on a world map or globe?
· Can they name the continent, surrounding oceans, and capital city?
· Do they know that Australia is in the Southern Hemisphere and experiences different seasons to the UK?
· 
· 2. Place Knowledge
· Can children compare Australia with the UK (e.g. weather, houses, schools, fruit, animals)?
· Can they explain similarities and differences using key vocabulary (e.g. hotter, tropical, urban, rural)?
· 
· 3. Human and Physical Geography
· Can children correctly identify and sort human and physical features of Australia?
· Do they understand the impact of climate on daily life, wildlife, and housing?
· Can they name key landmarks such as the Great Barrier Reef, Uluru, and Sydney Opera House?
· 
· 4. Geographical Skills and Fieldwork
· Can children use and interpret a simple map of Australia, including states and territories?
· Can they use compass directions (N, S, E, W) to describe locations?
· Are they able to use digital resources (e.g. maps, photos, videos) to gather geographical information?
· 
· 5. Vocabulary Use
· Are children using topic-specific language confidently (e.g. continent, coast, climate, equator, habitat, comparison)?
· 
· 6. Cultural Understanding
· Do children understand that people live differently around the world depending on environment and culture?
· Can they show respect and curiosity about Australian traditions and Indigenous culture?
· 
· 7. Overall Topic Review
· Can children recall key facts from across the unit (e.g. animals, weather, food, places)?
· Can they clearly articulate what they have learned about Australia?
· 
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