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Essential Knowledge
 
 
 

 

· Listening and evaluating
· Recognising simple patterns and repetition in pitch (e.g. do-re-mi).
·  
· Talking about the pitch of music, using the vocabulary high and low.
·  
· Stating what they enjoyed about their peers’ performances.
· Creating sound
· Singing simple songs, chants and rhymes from memory.
·  
· Competently singing songs or short phrases with a small pitch range (up to five notes that are different but close together).
·  
· Practising singing songs with a wider pitch range (e.g. pentatonic melodies) which is gradually getting higher or lower.
·  
· Breathing at appropriate times when singing.
·  
· Singing part of a given song in their head (using their ‘thinking voice’).
·  
· Developing an awareness of how sound is affected by the way an instrument is held (Group A, B and C).
·  
· Learning to use instruments to follow the beat, by first observing and then mimicking the teacher’s modelling.
·  
· Starting to understand how to produce different sounds on pitched instruments (Group C).
·  
· Maintaining a comfortable position when sitting or standing to sing and play instruments.
· Notation
· Reading different types of notation by moving eyes from left to right as sound occurs.
·  
· Using a simplified version of a stave (three lines) to notate known musical phrases (of two pitches).
· Performing
· Offering positive feedback on others’ performances.
·  
· Beginning to acknowledge their own feelings around performance.


Vocabulary
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dot
high
low
musical sentence
notation
phrase
pitch
pitch pattern
stave

· Move their eyes from left to right to read pitch patterns.
· Sing high and low notes including the notes in between.
· Play a pattern of high and low notes on an instrument.
· Read notation from left to right.
· Draw high and low sounds using dots at the top and bottom of a page, respectively.
· Recognise when notes stay the same.
· Recognise missing notes on a stave.

By the end of this unit children will know...
 
 
 
 
 
 


	Key objectives

	· National Curriculum - 
1. Performing
· Sing songs with increasing control over pitch and rhythm.
· Use their voices expressively and creatively (e.g. chanting, rapping, or singing).
· Play tuned and untuned instruments musically (e.g. glockenspiels, tambourines, recorders).
· Practice and perform simple pieces, both individually and in groups.
2. Listening
· Listen to a range of high-quality live and recorded music.
· Recognise different sounds, instruments, and musical elements (e.g. loud/soft, fast/slow).
· Begin to discuss what they hear using musical terms.
3. Composing
· Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds.
· Improvise simple rhythms and melodies.
· Create simple patterns and sequences with sounds.
· Begin to use symbols or basic notation to record music.
4. Understanding Music (Musical Elements)
· Explore and understand basic elements like:
· Pitch (high/low)
· Duration (long/short)
· Dynamics (loud/soft)
· Tempo (fast/slow)
· Timbre (sound quality)
· 


	Session
	Main Teaching
	Activity


	Those children needing more support.
	Those children needing extra challenge.

	Session 1
Learning objective
· To understand and practice reading different symbols to show pitch. 
Success criteria
· I can read pitch patterns by moving my eyes left to right.
· I can read, sing and play high and low sounds.

	Display the Presentation: Exploring pitch patterns.
Presentation: Exploring pitch patterns
Click slides 1-3 and invite the children to listen to each pitch pattern.
Then, click slides 1-3 again and ask the children to copy each sound in turn using their voice and using their hand to mimic the pitch of each dot they hear. You may wish to model this first (see Teacher knowledge).
Praise children who are able to match their vocal sounds with their hand movements.
Display slide 4 from the Presentation: Exploring pitch patterns. Invite the children to discuss in pairs what the slide shows, with reference to the pitch of the dots (the children may comment that some dots are higher than others).
Using slides 5-8 of the Presentation: Exploring pitch patterns, invite the children to use their voices and hands to copy the different pitch patterns.

	Presentation: Exploring pitch patterns
Display slide 7 of the Presentation: Exploring pitch patterns again.
Invite the children to describe what the picture shows, focusing on the number of dots and what they notice about how the dots are laid out across the page (there are five dots in total and they move across the page from low to high).
Repeat with slide 8 (there are five dots and they move across the page from high to low).
Display both slides again, one after the other and ask the children to demonstrate the two patterns with their voices in pairs.
Hand out the tuned percussion instruments (one per child), keeping the beaters out of reach for now.
Encourage the children to turn their instrument so that the different pitches are facing them vertically (with the highest pitch at the top and lowest at the bottom), rather than horizontally.
Arrange the children in pairs and give out the Resource: Exploring pitch patterns (one per child).

Display slide 9 of the Presentation: Exploring pitch patterns and explain that the children will work in pairs and play through the four patterns (on slide 9 or on the worksheet).
Hand out the beaters and remind the children to hold them lightly when playing.
Allow the children some time to play the different patterns.
Circulate around the room, encouraging the children to make links between the dots on the page and the pitch of the sounds from the instrument.
Ensure the children notice how many dots there are in each pattern and that they reflect this in their practice.
In their pairs, ask the children to choose one pattern they want to share with the class.
Invite each pair to perform, without sharing which pattern they chose.
Ask the rest of the class to guess which pattern they heard, giving reasons for their response.
Give feedback on whether each pair played the correct number of corresponding dots for the pattern and whether the pitches played corresponded with the dot pattern.


	Could confirm high- and low-pitched notes verbally before using their hands to show the pitch; ensure that the children can clearly see the modelling and are directly in front of the teacher.
	Should be challenged to identify if notes are close together in pitch or far apart; could accurately demonstrate this using their hands.

	Session 2
Learning objective
· To sing and draw pitch patterns.
Success criteria
· I can read notation from left to right.
· I can sing high and low sounds.
· I can draw high sounds higher up the page than low sounds.

	Recap and recall
Use the Presentation: Pitch decoder to recap the learning from the previous lesson.
Invite the children to close their eyes and play the two audio buttons on the presentation. Ask the children to use their hand to show the pitch and sing back each pattern immediately after the audio.
Play the two audio buttons again. Ask the children to discuss in pairs which audio matches the pitch pattern.
Discuss the different responses.
Click to reveal the answer.
xplain that the children will learn a song that uses some of the pitch patterns they explored in the last lesson.
Model with a tall, proud posture the whole of the song, ‘Once a Man Fell in a Well’ (see Teacher video: Once a Man Fell in a Well).
Once a man fell in a well,
Splish splash splosh he sounded,
If he hadn’t fallen in,
He would not have drown-ed.
Using  the ‘my turn, your turn’ method, model each phrase in turn for the children, ensuring you use a ‘thinking’ voice for when the children copy back.
Then model two phrases together for the children to copy.
Inviting the children to have a tall, proud posture, sing the whole song together.
Encourage the children to breathe at the end of each sentence or phrase. Remind the children that they can naturally sing higher and lower using only their voices, without the need to raise and lower their bodies.
Put the children into pairs and give them some time to practise singing each phrase while showing the pitch pattern of the notes. Remind them to keep a tall posture throughout and only move their hand as modelled previously.
Once the children are confident they can show this accurately, invite them to describe each of the four patterns using the words high and low. Some children may be able to describe the patterns using the terms getting higher and getting lower or notice that each phrase has notes that are close together. For example, the first phrase starts low, gets higher with five notes close together and finishes with notes that sound the same.
Display slide 1 of the Presentation: Once a Man Fell in a Well.
Presentation: Once a Man Fell in a Well
Share that the pattern is the first phrase of the song ‘Once a Man Fell in a Well’ and invite the children to describe what the pattern shows and if it matches their description from the previous activity.
Sing through the first phrase together while pointing at each of the dots in turn to match the pitch pattern.
Repeat with each phrase in turn.
Remove the Presentation: Once a Man Fell in a Well from the children’s view.

	Give each pair a mini whiteboard and pen. Assign each pair a number from 1-4 that represents one of the four lines of the song, respectively.
Invite the pairs to write out their phrase on the whiteboards. For example, phrase 2 would begin with ‘splish’.
Next, ask the children to draw dots that represent the pitch of their phrase, like the ones seen in the presentation.
Encourage them to sing their given phrase very slowly at first and use their hands to demonstrate the pitch to support the placement of the dots.
To support, share that numbers 1 to 3 will need to draw a low sound (or dot at the bottom left of the whiteboard) first and number 4 will need to draw a high sound (or dot at the top left of the whiteboard).
If possible, video record the pairs during the process to show how the children’s understanding of pitch is developing.
Invite each pair to show their whiteboard while displaying the Presentation: Once a Man Fell in a Well to check if their dots match those shown on the slides. 
Sing through the whole song as a class, changing through slides 1-4 of the presentation and pointing to the different dots to match the singing.

	Should be given phrase 1 of the song when drawing the dots on their whiteboard.
	Should be given phrase 4 of the song when drawing the dots on their whiteboard.

	Session 3
Learning objective
· To read and understand the notation for the song ‘Once a Man Fell in a Well.’
Success criteria
· I can sing and read notation that uses five notes.
· I can hear when notes get higher or lower.
· I can hear when notes stay the same.

	Recap and recall
Display the Presentation: Pitch decoder.
Presentation: Pitch decoder
Arrange the children in pairs and play the two audio buttons.
Invite the children to discuss which of the audio clips matches the last sentence (or phrase) from the song ‘Once a Man Fell in a Well’ covered in Lesson 2: Singing pitch patterns. 
Invite responses from different pairs.
Display the Presentation: Once a Man Fell in a Well and click through slides 1-4 to show the pattern written with dots. 
Presentation: Once a Man Fell in a Well
Ask the children to discuss in pairs if they notice any patterns. Share the responses and emphasise that the first three phrases are very similar as they use a pattern which is getting higher and the last phrase is different as the pitch pattern gets lower.
Display the Presentation: Once a Man Fell in a Well: notation and click each phrase in turn. Discuss the questions below.
Presentation: Once a Man Fell in a Well: notation
Questions
· What is the same about the way the song has been represented? (There are still lots of dots to show the pitch.)
· What is different about the way the song has been represented? (The dots now sit on three lines.)
Explain that sometimes in music, horizontal lines are used so that musicians can quickly tell the difference between the pitch of the dots. Often, musicians will use five horizontal lines and this is called a stave.
If any child has instrumental lessons, they may have begun to read music using five lines.
Share that to learn how to read and write the music of  ‘Once a Man Fell in a Well’, the children are going to use only three lines. This is because the song only uses five notes and they can fit on three lines: three dots on the lines and two in between the lines.
Explain that when musicians read, sing or play dots that show pitch on horizontal lines, they call the dots notes.
Using the Presentation: Once a Man Fell in a Well: notation, invite the children to sing the song once more, pointing at the different notes to show the pitch being sung. 
Circulate around the classroom, praising children who are singing the song slowly, phrase by phrase, and using the words high and low to describe the different phrases.


	Group the children into pairs.
Give out the Resource: Once a Man Fell in a Well: notation (one between two), ensuring that the Presentation: Once a Man Fell in a Well: notation is no longer displayed on the whiteboard.
Explain that each pair has the song’s notation which has been cut up into four pieces. The children need to become ‘singing detectives’ and piece the song back together in the correct order. To succeed, they will need to sing through each part of the song very slowly while looking carefully at each picture and pointing to the dots to decide on the correct order.
Encourage the children to start with identifying which phrase is the last one, as this pattern starts high and finishes low. Then they might like to try and identify which dots represent the phrase, ‘Splish, splash, splosh he sounded’ (this is very similar to the other two phrases but only has two high notes at the end rather than three).

	Should be given verbal support for the activities, for example, “This note is low, this note is higher.”
	Could make links with how the pattern would be played on their own instrument.

	Session 4
Learning objective
· To use a tuned percussion instrument to play a song.
Success criteria
· I can read notation from left to right.
· I can understand and play simple pitch patterns from notation.

	Display the Presentation: Incorrect order.
Presentation: Incorrect order
Arrange the children in pairs and ask them to discuss the correct order of the phrases that make up the song ‘Once a Man Fell in a Well.’
Take feedback and reveal the answer.
plain that pitch can move in three different ways:
· It can become higher.
· It can become lower.
· It can stay the same.
Play the following audio clips and ask the children to move their bodies to represent how the pitch changes in each clip. For example, they can show the pitch getting higher by moving their arms above their heads, getting lower by bending their knees and staying the same by standing still with their arms by their sides.
Play the whole clip first, then repeat the audio and invite the children to move their bodies reflectively. Take feedback after each one to confirm understanding.
Give out the tuned percussion instruments and beaters to each child. Encourage the children to practice holding the beater tightly and then lightly and playing different notes with each grip.
Ask the children to put the beaters down in front of them.
Share that the children will use their instruments to figure out how to play the tune of ‘Once a Man Fell in a Well’.
Remind the children to use the instruments with care and hold the beaters lightly to produce a good sound. Invite the children to put the instruments and beaters in front of them ready to play.
Display the Presentation: Vertical glockenspiel and click the first pattern.
Presentation: Vertical glockenspiel
Questions
· Are the notes getting higher or lower? (Both the dots and the sounds are getting higher.)
· Are there any notes that are the same? (Yes, the last three dots look and sound the same.)
· Looking at your instrument and the presentation, if the first sentence or phrase starts on C, what will the following three notes be? (D, E and F; model this if needed.)
Click on the first phrase on the presentation, inviting the children to listen.
Click the first phrase again, this time inviting the children to sing the first phrase of the song ‘Once a Man Fell in a Well.’
Ask the children to move their instruments so they sit vertically in front of them, mirroring the instrument in the presentation.
Click the audio for a final time, this time asking the children to put a finger on C and move their fingers across the notes D, E, F and three Gs while singing the first phrase to mimic the notes heard.


	Invite the children to practise the first phrase of the song on their instruments, ensuring they sing the words and hold the beater lightly. Reinforce that singing the phrase slowly will help them hear if they are playing the correct notes.
Repeat with phrases 2, 3 and 4. Reinforce that phrases 1-3 have similar patterns and start on the note C. Slide 4 starts on G and has a different pattern that moves lower.
Invite each pair to demonstrate one phrase on their instrument while singing at the same time, ensuring the Presentation: Vertical glockenspiel is displayed on the board at the same time.
Click the corresponding audio button after each phrase to check the pair played the correct notes.
Invite the class to feedback on whether:
· The notes were correct for each phrase.
· The children sang the phrase at the same time as playing.
· Each pair held their beaters lightly.

	Could have coloured dots on the corresponding notes of the instrument so that they do not have to rely on letter recognition alone.
	Could bring their own instruments to the lesson if appropriate; could experiment with moving the glockenspiel horizontally once they are confident playing it vertically.

	Session 5 
Learning objective
· To complete the notation for a short song using a three-line stave.
Success criteria
· I can recognise missing notes on a stave.
· I can draw notes on a three-line stave.
· I can read and play notes on a three-line stave.

	Display the Presentation: Vertical glockenspiel.
Presentation: Vertical glockenspiel
Group the children into pairs and ask them to discuss which two phrases from the song ‘Once a Man Fell in a Well’ are represented: the first, second, third or fourth phrase.
Take feedback.
Share that the picture could represent the first and third phrase. The words and notes match ‘Once a man fell in a well’ and ‘If he hadn’t fallen in’.
Some children may have identified the first and second phrases. The second phrase is almost the same; however, it has only two high notes at the end of the phrase rather than three.
Explain to the children that they will hear all four phrases of the song ‘Once a Man Fell in a Well’, without the words, and they will move their hand lower and higher with the pitch.
Remind the children that the sound can move higher or lower, or stay the same.
Ask each child to face their partner. Play each clip in turn and ask the children to respond after the clip has played. Encourage them to sing the matching words to help them.
Ask the children to sing through the whole song slowly, demonstrating how the pitch moves with their hands, ensuring that on the first, second and third phrases the children’s hands move higher and then remain high and on the final phrase their hands move from high to low and finish with their hand remaining low.
Ask the children to share how low and high sounds are written down on three horizontal lines (low sounds use dots lower down and high sounds use dots higher up). Draw these on a whiteboard or flipchart to support.
Display the Presentation: Once a Man Fell in a Well: notation.
Presentation: Once a Man Fell in a Well: notation
Ask the children what is different about this representation of the song ‘Once a Man Fell in a Well’ (some dots are missing).
Explain that the children’s task will be adding dots to create the notation for ‘Once a Man Fell in a Well.’ Notation is the name given to the dots and lines that represent the music.
Press the play button on the first phrase. The first note and last three notes are missing from the notation; these are the parts that the children will fill in. They can represent the different pitches by drawing three dots on their respective lines or drawing two dots between the lines; draw their attention to this by pointing to these points on the presentation.

Click to reveal the missing notes in the Presentation: Once a Man Fell in a Well: notation.
Presentation: Once a Man Fell in a Well: notation
Invite each pair to check their note choices and amend if required.
Ask the whole class to sing and play the whole song on their instruments, reading from their Activity: Once a Man Fell in a Well: notation .
Record the performances for assessment evidence.
Optional – provide each child with the Quiz – pupil answer sheet and display the Unit quiz (see link: Assessment – Music Y2: Pitch). Read each question aloud and allow the children time to answer. Reveal the answers and ask them to self/peer mark their answer sheets.

	Group the children into pairs. Give out the Activity: Once a Man Fell in a Well: notation and one tuned percussion instrument per child.
If there are children who are progressing well with reading notation (or have had prior instrumental learning), hand out the Activity: Once a Man Fell in a Well: notation blank version for them to fill in all the notes within the song.
Invite the children to work through one phrase at a time, playing and singing each phrase together, then working out which note is missing and recognising if the note is high or low. Once they have worked this out, they should fill in the shaded area on the worksheet with a note on the three-line stave.
If possible, use a device to film the children playing, singing and discussing their choices to provide evidence of their knowledge of pitch.

	Could be given an example of the lowest and highest note to copy into the correct place on the stave.
	Could fill in all the notes that make up the given song on the stave using the Activity: Once a Man Fell in a Well: notation blank version.

	Cross Curricular links 
	English – Links to performance poetry and oracy. 
Maths – Repeated patterns. 

	Learning Challenge Week 
	In links with History to learn and perform the song The Great Fire of London.
Links to Nativity. 

	Assessment 
	Pupils who are secure will be able to:
· Move their eyes from left to right to read pitch patterns.
· Sing high and low notes including the notes in between.
· Play a pattern of high and low notes on an instrument.
· Read notation from left to right.
· Draw high and low sounds using dots at the top and bottom of a page, respectively.
· Recognise when notes stay the same.
· Recognise missing notes on a stave.
· 
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