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Why do we need to give thanks?
Exploring beliefs about offerings to show gratitude; analysing a range of sources including survey data; discovering the artefacts used during Hindu puja; writing lyrics for a song of thanks.

Vocabulary
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.· Brahman
· church
· deity
· disciples
· express
· festival
· mandir
· murti
· prayer
· puja
· shrine
· symbol/symbolise
· temple
· worship
· value

Pupils who are secure will be able to:
· Identify reasons people may feel thankful and how this is expressed.
· Explain how some people celebrate harvest time.
· Identify the meaning behind some harvest celebrations and practices.
· Talk about what Hindu and Christian followers might learn from stories about gratitude.
· Explain how some Hindus and Christians show their gratitude to God.
· Explain how Hindu worship may reflect a person’s beliefs about gratitude to God.
· Recognise how worship through songs can be used to express thanks to God.
· Express ideas about gratitude using music.

By the end of this unit children will know...
 
 
 
 
 
 



	Key objectives

	
· Identify reasons people may feel thankful and how this is expressed.
· Explain how some people celebrate harvest time.
· Identify the meaning behind some harvest celebrations and practices.
· Talk about what Hindu and Christian followers might learn from stories about gratitude.
· Explain how some Hindus and Christians show their gratitude to God.
· Explain how Hindu worship may reflect a person’s beliefs about gratitude to God.
· Recognise how worship through songs can be used to express thanks to God.
· Express ideas about gratitude using music.


	Session
	Main Teaching
	Activity


	Those children needing more support.
	Those children needing extra challenge.

	Lesson 1: How and why do people show thanks?
· To identify how and why some people say thank you.

	Recap and recall 
Ask the children to write a question on their whiteboard. Explain that you will say ‘big question’, ‘middle-sized question’ or ‘little question’ and they should stand up if they think their question is the type you say. Repeat asking children to try to write a different type of question each time. Display the Presentation: Types of questions to remind the children of the definition.
Before the lesson, place a gift bag labelled ‘Thank you’ on the teacher’s desk. Fill the bag with the pictures from the Resource: Thank you bag or the physical items from the images. Display slide 1 of the Presentation: Thank you bag. Presentation: Thank you bag2 Ask the children: Who might the bag be from or for? (Suggestions might include: a friend; someone who wants to say thank you; a kind person; the teacher; a teaching assistant; someone who has done something for someone else or specific people known to the children.) What might be inside the bag? (Answers may include: a present; a card; a cuddly toy; flower; a plant.) Why might they have given the bag to someone? (To say thank you; to show they appreciate them; because they are kind; because they have done something helpful.) How might the person giving or receiving the bag feel? (Thankful, happy, loved, cared for, grateful, appreciated.) Show the children the bag’s contents by taking the pictures or objects out of the bag or using slide 2 of the Presentation: Thank you bag.
Ask the children the following questions, allowing time for paired discussion before taking feedback: Can you think of a time when you wanted to thank someone? (Children may suggest: when someone helps me; on Mother’s or Father’s Day; after Christmas or a birthday.) How did you show your thanks? (Said thank you; made a gift; wrote thank you letters; said thank you while praying; thanked God when worshipping.) Can you think of a time when you felt thankful for a feeling or experience, such as being in a beautiful place or feeling safe? Display the Presentation: Feeling thankful and model your thinking aloud when answering the two questions about the image – ‘What are they thankful for?’ and ‘How are they showing their thanks?’

	Hand out one copy of the Resource: Feeling thankful and about twelve sticky notes of each colour to each table group. In table groups, ask the children to look at the images and discuss what the person in the image might be thankful for and how they are expressing their thanks. Ask the children to record their ideas on sticky notes, using one colour sticky note for what the person might be thankful for and a different colour sticky note for how they are expressing their thanks. Collect the sticky notes and add them to a class working wall, floor book or a large piece of paper to refer to in the Wrapping up and upcoming lessons.
	Pupils needing extra support Could discuss the images on page one of the Resource: Feeling thankful.

	Should explain their ideas either verbally to the teacher or by writing a sentence on their sticky note, as modelled during the Main event. Could write examples of things people might be thankful for and how they might express thanks that they can think of from their own experience

	Lesson 2: Why is harvest an important time for giving thanks?
· To appreciate why harvest is an important time to express gratitude.

	1: Recap and recall
Display the Presentation: 3, 2, 1 and ask the children to talk to their partner about their ideas. Take feedback as a class.
Display the Presentation: Harvest around the world and show the images on each slide.
Explain that the people in the pictures are all celebrating something. Ask the children what they think the people are celebrating and what clues led them to their answer.
Remind the children that harvest is a time when crops are harvested. In the UK, harvest happens at the start of autumn, but around the world it happens at different times of the year depending on the climate and seasons.
Many people, including Humanists (people who generally believe the world began and developed naturally and do not believe in God), celebrate harvest to show appreciation for their food and to thank farmers and other food workers. For others who believe God created the world, harvest is a time to thank God for providing food.
Ask the children if they have ever taken part in or been to a Harvest festival and if so, what they did, saw or heard.
Display slide 1 of the Presentation: What happens at some Harvest festivals in the UK? and explain that the graph shows how some people in the UK have celebrated Harvest Festival in the past.
Ensure the children understand that the height of each bar represents the comparative number of people.
Display slide 2 and explain that the graph shows what the people asked thought was important about Harvest Festival.
Point out that the survey only asked people in the UK so celebrations that take place in different countries were less likely to have been mentioned.

	Hand out the Activity: Harvest picture cards (two per table group) and Activity: How is thanks being shown? (one each). Check the children understand the meaning of the headings (offering, enjoying, sharing and praying).
Ask the children to choose one picture card that represents each of the headings. They should cut and stick their chosen pictures into the appropriate boxes on the Activity: How is thanks being shown? before answering the question at the bottom of the sheet (note – if teaching this unit in a mixed-age class, Year 2 children should answer this question).
Take feedback on which pictures the children chose for each heading and discuss the following questions:

	Could choose from the picture cards from one sheet of the Activity: Harvest pictures cards; could have the Activity: Harvest picture cards pre-cut; could use the images on the Presentation: Why are some people thankful at harvest time? to support in answering the questions.
	Should explain what beliefs the actions shown in the Activity: Harvest picture cards could be expressing, making reference to prior learning; could draw pictures of what happens at harvest on the Activity: How is thanks being shown? instead of sticking the picture cards; should answer the question on the Activity: How is thanks being shown?

	Lesson 3: How and why do some people thank God?
· To identify some of the ways and reasons Hindus and Christians might show their gratitude to God.

	1: Recap and recall
Display the Presentation: Links and ask the children to talk to their partner about how the images are connected.
Before the lesson, set up a special table at the front of the classroom with food, drink, flowers and games or art materials to share (see Teacher knowledge). Alternatively, display the images on the Presentation: Special things.
Presentation: Special things

	
	
	

	Lesson 4: How can puja express thanks?
· To describe how and why some Hindus use puja to express gratitude to God.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Lesson 5: How do some Christians use music to express gratitude?
· To describe how Christian worship songs are used to express gratitude to God

	
	
	
	

	Cross Curricular links 
	
Through this unit of work the following essential skills will be developed
Literacy
. They convey ideas and opinions clearly, and
respond creatively and critically to a wide range of information and ideas.
Read fluently, listen and respond critically to texts of all kinds, on paper and on screen, in order to access ideas and information
Talk clearly and confidently about their thoughts, opinions and ideas, listening carefully to others so that they can refine their thinking and express themselves
effectively
Write, present and broadcast a range of ideas, in a wide variety of forms and with awareness of different audiences and purposes; communicate these ideas with
accuracy on paper, on screen and through multimodal te

Learning and thinking skills



	Learning Challenge Week 
	

	Assessment 
	· Personal
· To know:
· Links and comparisons between their own beliefs and those they are learning about.
 
· It is important to respond respectfully to different beliefs.
 
· Learning new things might change what they think and believe.
· Disciplinary
· To know:
· Stories, texts, images, artefacts and accounts can help us understand different beliefs.

· There are links between and within religious and non-religious beliefs and practices.

· We all have different ideas about what stories or sources might teach us.
·  
· Questioning sources can help us to learn.
·  
· It is important to use language such as ‘some’, ‘many’ and ‘most’ when discussing the beliefs of followers of a particular worldview.
· 
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