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Essential Knowledge
 
 
 

Around the world in 80 days
 

Learning folk songs and creating sounds to represent three contrasting landscapes: seaside, countryside and city.
Vocabulary
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composer
composition
dynamics
inspiration
pitch
tempo
phrase

Pupils who are secure will be able to:
· Breathe after each phrase in a song when singing.
· Sing a song from memory.
· Use different pitches while singing (high and low notes).
· Sing lyrics accurately.
· Perform actions that match lyrics.
· Collaborate and communicate within a group.
· Use sounds creatively to represent a chosen environment.
· Perform a composition.
· Apply pitch and dynamics to enhance a composition.
· Read notation from left to right.

By the end of this unit children will know...
 
 
 
 
 
 



Music – On the Island
	Key objectives
	· To know about the music of the Birtish Isles. 
· To create music on your own. 
· To compose a piece of music. 
To improve compositions.


	Session
	Main Teaching
	Activity

	Those children needing more support.
	Those children needing extra challenge.

	Session 1
LO To learn about the music of the British Isles

	Learn the song ‘My Bonnie Lies Over the Ocean’. (See the teacher video Folk Songs for instructions, and you can use the Folk Song Lyrics resource to refer to.)

When secure, add the actions as shown in this video, which involves standing up or sitting down whenever a word from the song begins with ‘B’.
Discussion: Topic Context
Explain to pupils this topic is all about the British Isles. Ask them why we call it the British ‘Isles’ and draw out the understanding that we live on an island. Explain that over the next few lessons they are going to be singing and listening to music inspired by our country and making their own music about different parts of the British Isles.

Composition: Seaside Soundscape
As we are an island, we are surrounded by sea, and that means that we have the seaside all around us in every direction! 

Ask pupils:

· What kind of sounds might we hear at the seaside? 
· How would you copy that sound with your voice or body?
How would you copy it with an instrument

Plenary 

Listen to 'Tintagel' by Arnold Bax. Ask pupils what seaside features they can hear in the music. Ask them to answer using musical vocabulary (See the Musical Vocabulary video for support). 

	Ask pupils to try out their ideas (eg: using a rainstick or maracas to sound like the waves lapping against the shore).

Sit in a circle and allocate instruments, vocal or body sounds suggested in the activity above. Tell pupils that you will decide which order the sounds should go in by pointing.
at them. When the class is confident at responding to your cue, try pointing at two groups at a time to create a layered effect. (See the Seaside Soundscape video from the By the Sea topic for support.)
Tell pupils that they are going to listen to a piece of music inspired by the British seaside. 

	Children to work in smaller mixed ability groups. 
	Children to be encouraged to  take on a leadership role within their group.

	Session 2
 Lo: To learn about the music of the British Isles and create music of our own

	Learn and perform the song ‘Lavender’s Blue’ (see video Folk Songs).
Discussion: Countryside Music
The song ‘Lavender’s Blue’ is set in the countryside. Ask pupils to discuss in pairs the kind of sounds you might hear in the countryside and share their suggestions with the class. See the ‘Differentiation’ section if any of your pupils are struggling with this. Make a list on the board of all their ideas, prompting them as necessary.


Plenary 
Listen to the beginning of 'The Lark Ascending’ by Ralph Vaughan Williams which is inspired by the British countryside, but DON’T tell pupils the title of the piece. 
Ask them to think about what they can hear in the music, what they think it’s about. Then, reveal the title of the piece and discuss how this is represented in the music, using musical vocabulary. (See the Musical Vocabulary video for support).

	Composition: Countryside Soundscape
In groups, ask pupils to pick one of the sounds written on the board and find as many different ways as they can to perform it, eg: vocal, instrumental, body percussion, with classroom objects (eg: pencils, rulers, or basically anything they have to hand which makes a sound). They then share their ideas with the class and you pick the best ones to include in their soundscape. 

Just like they did in the previous lesson, create a soundscape by pointing at each group in turn and then combining the groups to create a layered effect. 

Ask pupils: What dimensions of music could we add to our performance to make it more interesting?

Try out some of their suggestions. 

	Children to work in mixed ability groups.
	Children to be encouraged to take on a leadership role within the groups.

	Session 3
LO: To learn about the music of the British Isles and create music of our own

	Learn and perform the song ‘London Bridge is Falling Down’ (see Folksongs teacher video).
Discussion: City Music
The song we sang was set in the city of London. Ask pupils to discuss in pairs the kinds of sounds you might hear in the city, then share their ideas with the class. Display the City Image resource so that pupils can pick out the sounds they would be able to hear. List these on the board.


Plenary 
Try out some of their suggestions.
Tell pupils that they are going to listen to a piece of music inspired by London. Listen to a short section from 'The London Suite' by Eric Coates. Ask pupils what they can hear in the music and what they think it is about. Discuss how this is represented in the music, using musical vocabulary. (See Musical Vocabulary video for support.)


	
Composition: City Soundscape
In groups, ask children to pick one of the sounds written on the board and find as many different ways as they can to perform it, eg: vocal, instrumental, body percussion, with classroom objects. Share their ideas with the class and pick the best ones to include in a class soundscape. 

As per last week’s lesson, create a soundscape by pointing at each group in turn and then combining the groups to create a layered effect. 

Ask pupils: What dimensions of music could we add to our performance to make it more interesting?

	Children to work in mixed ability groups.
	Children to be encouraged to take on a leadership role within the groups.

	Session 4
L.O To compose a piece as part of a group

	Split the class into three groups, giving each team an environment: seaside, countryside or city. 

Ask them to write down (or draw) as many sounds that they can think of that they might hear in that environment. 

You could use a timer or countdown clock to keep them focused! 

	Group Composition
Divide pupils into groups of five and ask them to think about the three soundscapes we have created so far: seaside, countryside and city. 

Ask pupils to choose one of these three environments (but keep it a secret from the other groups) as inspiration for a composition that they will create and rehearse, following these criteria:

· It must have a beginning, a middle and an end.
· It must include instruments, voices and body percussion sounds.
· It must represent either a seaside, city or countryside environment.
Top Tip: Pupils will often pick the instrument that looks most exciting, rather than the instrument that will do the best job in their composition. Encourage them to think carefully about what sounds they need before they use their instruments and challenge any groups that you think may be using an instrument which does not match the effect they are trying to create.
Ask the groups to perform their compositions. Get the rest of the class to guess if their music was about the seaside, the countryside or the city. How did they guess? Encourage pupils to use musical vocabulary in their answers.

	Children to work in mixed ability groups.
	Children to be encouraged to take on a leadership role within the groups.

	Session 5
LO: To improve a group composition

	Sing all of the folk songs from the topic: 

‘My Bonnie Lies Over the Ocean’

‘Lavender’s Blue and 

‘London Bridge is Falling Down’


Ask pupils to evaluate their own performances by considering:

· what the best part of it was
· whether they would change anything if they were to do this activity again

Once again, encourage them to use musical vocabulary in their answers.

	Group Composition: Soundscape 
Divide pupils into the same groups of five as the previous lesson. Explain that we are going to combine everything we have learned to compose a piece of music which takes us on a journey through Britain, from the seaside to the countryside and finally to the city, and it must follow these rules:

· The structure of the piece must be: seaside > countryside > city.
· Each section should be as short as possible, while still conveying the sounds of each environment.
· The piece must include: instruments, voices and body percussion sounds.
· The piece should be played from start to finish - they may want to choose a leader to be the conductor.
· The piece should have a discernible beginning, middle and end.

	Children to work in mixed ability groups.
	Children to be encouraged to take on a leadership role within the groups.

	Cross Curricular links 
	
Learning and thinking skills
· investigate, asking relevant questions, identifying problems, analysing and judging the value of information and ideas, questioning assumptions. They plan
· systematically using time and resources effectively, anticipating, taking and managing risks
· create and develop, using their imagination to explore possibilities and generate ideas. They try out innovative alternatives, looking for patterns, recognising
· differences and making generalisations, predicting outcomes and making reasoned decisions
· communicate, interacting with different audiences in a variety of ways using a range of media
· evaluate, developing criteria for judging work and suggesting refinements and improvements.

Personal and emotional skills
· identify their strengths and areas for development
· manage their feelings using appropriate strategies, becoming increasingly aware of their own and others’ feelings
· reflect on past achievements and experiences to manage future learning and behaviour
· set goals for their personal development and learning, and work towards them
· work independently, knowing when to seek help, dealing with pressures and deadlines
control their own physical movements in a range of contexts with skill, dexterity and confidence. 
Social skills
· listen and respond appropriately to a wide range of people, showing empathy and understanding, and the confidence to raise their concerns
· adapt their behaviour to suit different situations
· work collaboratively towards common goals
· take turns and share as appropriate, stating their own views and needs
· negotiate, respecting others’ rights and responsibilities, and use strategies to resolve disputes and conflicts
· give constructive support and feedback to benefit others as well as themselves.
· 



	Learning Challenge Week 
	

	Assessment 
	· I can sing a song confidently
· I can create a musical soundscape
· I can use musical vocabulary to talk about the music I hear
· I can sing a song confidently
· I can create a musical soundscape
· I can use musical vocabulary to talk about the music I hear
· I can sing a song accurately
· I can find multiple ways of making the same sound
· I can use musical vocabulary to describe what I hear and play
· I can work in a group to create a musical soundscape
· I can add structure to a piece of music
· I can use musical vocabulary to talk about the music I hear
· I can work in a group to compose a piece of music
· I can evaluate my composition
· I can perform my piece confidently and accurately 
· 
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