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RE- Spring

	Lesson 1- Why did some people believe Jesus was the Messiah?
FOCUS: To assess the significance of Jesus to some of his followers.
· I can name qualities that some Jewish people believed the Messiah would hold.
· I can interpret stories to understand why some people believe Jesus was the Messiah 
· I can recognise that Jewish and Christian people interpret scripture differently 
· I can name some important historical accounts that led to the beginning of Christianity

Starter: 
Hand out whiteboards or exercise books. Ask the children to draw a triangle and write their name in the middle. Encourage the children to consider all the different identities they may have, e.g. a brother or sister, dancer, son or daughter, footballer, Scout, singer, etc. Take feedback.

Ask the children to choose three identities and write these on each triangle corner. Explain that even though they have many identities, they are always themselves.

Play the Pupil video: Trinity.
Point out that, similarly to their triangles, although many Christians believe that God is the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, he is always God.

Question
· Why do you think it is important to some Christians that one of God’s forms was Jesus – a human being? (It shows that God became involved with humans; Christians can feel connected with Jesus personally because he experienced the same emotional and physical struggles as people do.)

Main Event: 

Jesus was Jewish
Display the question on slide 1 of the Presentation: Jesus and ask the children to discuss the following question with their partners:

Who was Jesus? (Answers may include: a Jewish person, a prophet, a teacher, a wise man, a healer, the Some children may suggest that Jesus was a Christian. Use slide 2, showing a pictorial representation of the foundations of Christianity, to show that he was Jewish as Christianity came about years after Jesus had lived.

Question
· How could Jesus be Jewish if he has Christian followers? (Jesus was born into a Jewish family, believed in God and practised according to Jewish tradition and law.)

Prophecies
Explain that according to the belief of many Jewish people the Torah has several prophecies about the arrival of a messiah who would come to earth to restore the relationship between God and humanity. Christians believe that this messiah was Jesus but Jewish people do not.

Display slide 3 which shows some examples from the Torah and explain that these were prophecies or messages about the Messiah that prophets received from God.

Questions
· What event in Jesus’ life do these make you think of? (Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem to the Virgin Mary.)

· Could they be interpreted in any other way or linked to anyone else? (Children may suggest: there would have been many children born in Bethlehem at this time.)

Display slide 4 and explain that these are extracts from the Christian Bible’s New Testament, taken from the first four books called Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.

Explain that most of the New Testament contains recorded events from Jesus’ life which many Christians believe fulfilled the prophecies.

Pairing Old Testament prophecies with New Testament events 
Hand out the Activity: Old Testament prophecies. This displays prophecies from before the birth of Jesus, numbered from 1-6.

Allow the children time to contemplate each prophecy and establish any possible connections to events from Jesus’s life that they already know, for example: Judas betraying Jesus; Jesus entering Jerusalem on a Donkey; Jesus ascending to Heaven.

Next, hand out the Activity: New Testament stories (one between two). This presents extracts from the New Testament about events in Jesus’ life, labelled from a to f.

Challenge the children to pair the events from Jesus’ life with the prophecies from the Old Testament. They should think about whether they believe the event fulfils the prophecy.

Ask the children to make a note of the matches they make (the number of the prophecy and the letter of the event) on their whiteboards. Reveal the answers on slide 5.

Question
· Would everyone have believed that Jesus was the Messiah? (No, not all of them were expecting a messiah; they may have had different criteria for who the Messiah should be; Romans may have feared that a Jewish messiah could lead to an uprising.)

Create a breaking news report
Arrange the children into groups of five or six and explain that they will create a breaking news report from the time of Jesus. Display the criteria on slide 6 and hand out a device to each group to film their reports.

Share slide 7 to support children in understanding their roles if being interviewed.

Choose a few groups to share their breaking news reports with the rest of the class and invite them to ask questions to each of the interviewees.

· Messiah, God.) 

Differentiation: 
Pupils needing extra support: Could have a reduced number of images in their resource; could use the Resources: Interviews when planning their news report.
Pupils working at greater depth: Could think about how people in the past or present could have considered a messiah due to their qualities or actions; could consider how some Christians interpret prophecies which seem unfulfilled to others.  
Plenary:
Play the video using the Link: BBC Teach - J is for Jesus.

Questions
· Why did not everyone believe Jesus was the Messiah? (He did not behave like the leader they were expecting; he did not fulfil all of the prophecies as some people expected him to.)

· What might have been the effect of everyone at the time believing Jesus was the Messiah? (There would not be as much diversity in beliefs and worldviews today.)

How can we live together in harmony when we have different views? (By learning to understand and respect each other.)


	Lesson 2- How did Christianity develop? 
FOCUS: To recognise factors that influenced the spread of Christianity 
Success Criteria:

· I can explain the different meanings of ‘church’
· I can discuss some of the challenges early Christians faced

· I can list ways Christianity spread 

· I can identify relevant stories about Jesus that may have influenced his followers. 

Starter: 
Organise the children into pairs and allow them time to create their best definition of ‘church’ using no more than five words. 

Take feedback and then explain that while you can go to a church building, you can also be part of the church community. When the Christian Bible uses the word ‘church’, it refers to a group of people – a community of Jesus’ followers.

Display the Presentation: Denominations. Point out that since Jesus’ followers (now known as Christians) regarded Jesus as the Messiah and many Jewish people did not share this belief, Jesus and his followers set up their own community and met in alternative places to synagogues. Explain that there are many different branches of Christianity which all stemmed from Jesus and his teachings and because he was Jewish, the foundations of Christianity are based on Jewish beliefs.

Main Event:
Challenges early Christians faced
Display the Presentation: The spread of early Christianity and invite some children to read the sections about the events that led to Jesus gaining followers on slides 1–7.

Explain that when Jesus was alive, his early followers faced persecution and even death for their beliefs.

Display the ichthus symbol on slide 1 of the Presentation: Challenges and ask the children to discuss in pairs what it might have represented for early Christians. Use the following prompts to aid their discussion and support them in solving its meaning:

· It was dangerous for some Christians to meet.

· Ichthus is an acronym.

· Sometimes symbols can be used as messages.

Display the facts on slide 2 and read them to the children, explaining that the ichthus symbol was used during a challenging time for early Christian people.

The spread of Jesus’ message
Explain that despite the risks, Jesus’ message and teachings continued to spread as his followers’ faith and devotion continued to inspire others to join their movement. Many of his followers, including his disciples, went on to become leaders in the early Christian church.

Show the image of Emperor Constantine on slide 3 and explain that he played an important role in the spread of Christianity from early in the 4th century. 

Questions
· Why do you think Roman Emperor Constantine was important to the spread of Christianity? (He converted to Christianity, therefore the worldview spread as the Roman Empire expanded.)

· Why had Christianity been secret and oppressed? (Roman Emperors had worshipped different gods; Jesus as a leader was seen as a threat to their success.)

· How else would the Christian Bible have spread to make Christianity the largest religion in the world? (Evangelism: word of mouth by followers, teachers and priests sharing the gospel (good news); later, colonisation.)

Share the extract from the Christian Bible on slide 4 of the Presentation: Challenges.

‘Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.’ (Matthew 28.19)

Questions
· How does this extract reflect the spread of Christianity? (Followers of Jesus were inspired to welcome others into the religion.)

· Would everyone have accepted and converted to Christianity? (No, some people may have worried about the dangers associated with Christianity; some may not have believed Jesus was the messiah; some kept their original beliefs.)

Organise the children into groups of six. Allocate one child in each group to play the role of a follower of Jesus telling a group of people about Christianity (evangelising) and others to be members of a crowd. Ask them to ensure they have a variety of people in their scene to represent the following aspects:

· Current beliefs.

· Social ranking, for example, an emperor, king or general member of the public.

· Personal circumstances, for example, illness and poverty. 

· The country they are in.

Give them a few minutes to create a freeze-frame, thinking about how their facial expressions and actions reflect their character. 

Explain that when they are tapped on the shoulder, they should share what they are thinking, or if they are the follower of Jesus, what they are saying to the crowd. 

Differentiation: 

Pupils needing extra support: Could take the role of a disciple in the freeze-frame to reference stories they have already learnt about 
Pupils working at greater depth- Should consider why someone may have had doubts about Christianity  
Plenary:
Invite a couple of groups to share their freeze-frames with the rest of the class. Point to certain children in the scene and ask the rest of the class to answer the following questions:

· What do you think their beliefs might be? 

· What do you think they might be thinking?

· Do they believe what Jesus’ follower is saying?

[image: image1] How are their worldviews being expressed?

Ask the children to reflect on how the role of Jesus’ followers sharing with others about Christianity may have introduced different branches or denominations of Christianity.

· Word-of-mouth stories may have been distorted or become inaccurate over time.

· Different interpretations of stories and practices may have resulted in different traditions and practices.

· Cultural and traditional backgrounds of both the followers and the groups they were evangelising to could have influenced the way Christianity was practised and incorporated into people’s daily lives.



	Lesson 3: What is Roman Catholicism   
FOCUS: To identify some of the features of a Catholic Church
Success Criteria:

· I can explain the Roman influence on Christianity 
· I can identify features of the Catholic Church 

· I can explain the importance of some Catholic practice 

Starter: 
Place the Resource: Flashcards (pre-cut, one set) in a pile at the front of the classroom. Ask for a volunteer to come and select a flashcard, making it clear that they may not be familiar with all of the words at this point in the lesson.

Give the volunteer 30 seconds to try to describe the image and word on their card without saying the word itself. The rest of the class should guess what it is. If guessed correctly, the volunteer can take another flashcard from the pile and repeat until the time is up. After 30 seconds, ask for another volunteer until all of the flashcards have been used or as time allows. If a child cannot think of a way to describe their item, they may pass.

Main Event:
Display slide 1 of the Presentation: Roman Catholicism, which shows the Jewish foundations of Christianity, and ask the children if they can name any denominations or ‘branches’ of Christianity.

Take feedback and show slide 2, which illustrates Roman Catholicism as the first branch. Point out that in 1054, there was a disagreement over the authority of the Pope, who was considered the leader of the church. This split Christians into two groups:

· Roman Catholics (Christians generally located in Western European countries such as Italy, France, Germany and Spain).

· Orthodox (Christians generally located in Eastern European countries such as Greece, Russia and parts of the Middle East).

Display the image of Pope Francis on slide 3 and ask the children what they already know about him (he was the leader of the Catholic church; some Christians believe he was a successor of one of Jesus’ disciples).

Explain that many Christians believe that one of Jesus’ disciples, Peter, was the first Pope, chosen by Jesus himself to lead the early Christian community. Since then, each Pope has chosen a successor. According to Catholic belief, he is guided by the Holy Spirit and is therefore considered the ultimate authority.

Question
· Why is the Pope located in Rome, Italy, when Jesus and the Jewish foundations of Christianity originated in Israel? (Rome was the centre of the Roman Empire and when Emperor Constantine converted to Christianity in the 4th century, Rome became the centre of Christianity.)

Explain that because the Christian Bible was first written during the Roman Empire’s rule, it was written and spoken in Latin, meaning not everybody could understand it during this time as access to education was limited so many people could not read or write. Point out that there would have been features in the church to make it inclusive to those who could not read for themselves.

Play the Pupil video: Features of a traditional Catholic church.
Questions
· What features from the flashcards did you notice? (Nave, pews, altar, lectern, pulpit, crucifix or cross, font, stoup, stained glass windows, organ, confessional, statues of the Virgin Mary.)

· What features in the church make it inclusive to people who cannot read the Bible? (Answers may include: the lectern or pulpit allows the priest to read the Christian Bible to the crowd; the nave because people gather there to listen; stained glass windows because they sometimes depict stories from the Bible.)

· Do all church buildings contain these features? (No, there are differences depending on the beliefs of the congregation; every church building is different but there are often similarities between them.)

Use the Presentation: Inside a traditional Anglican church to explore the features found inside some Anglican church buildings. Explain to the children that Anglican Christians are another denomination of Christians, often called members of the Church of England.

Encourage the children to share any knowledge they already have before using the presentation to read the definitions of each feature. Ask them if they notice any of the Catholic features in the video that were not present in this presentation (Virgin Mary, stoup, oil, confessional). Replay the video if needed.

Features of a Catholic church
Explain to the children that Catholic churches have many similar features to Anglican churches but often some different ones too. This is because different denominations place varying levels of importance on these elements based on their beliefs.

Split the class into eight groups and hand out one of the four images from the Resource: Catholic church features to each group (there will be two groups with each image).

Give the children one minute to write any facts they know about the feature around the outside of the image. Rotate the images and repeat the activity so that each group can add their knowledge to each of the images.

Once each group has discussed all of the images, take feedback about what they already know.

Assign each group one feature to research. Hand out the information sheet corresponding to each group’s assigned feature from the Resource: Fact file.

Optional: Hand out a device to each group along with the sheet corresponding to each group’s assigned feature from the Resource: Research, which has links to websites giving further information (see Cautions).

Direct the children to research their features to answer their questions and prepare a presentation which they will show to the rest of the class.

Split the class in half so that each half has a group representing each of the features and then give the children time to present their findings to the other groups.

Differentiation: 

Pupils needing extra support: Should use the links provided to access appropriate child- friendly websites; could focus on the stoup features which contains less writing and which they may find easier to understand. . 
Pupils working at greater depth: Could consider the significance of each feature to believers and how it might make them feel; should consider the significance of several different Catholic practices discussed in the lesson.   
Plenary: 
Shuffle the flashcards from the Attention grabber section of the lesson and repeat the game, encouraging the children to use their research to support their descriptions.

Arrange the class in two groups to create a competition where each side can attempt to go through the pack more quickly than the other.


	Lesson 4: How have historical changes impacted Christianity. 
FOCUS: To recognise why Christianity changed over time. 
Success Criteria: 
· I can list reasons why some Christians sought change
· I can describe ways Christianity changed over time. 

· I can explain some historical events that altered the way some Christians practised. 
Starter: 

Ask the children to stand behind their chairs. Play a game of ‘Simon says’ starting with simple instructions in English. Follow each instruction yourself to model the actions for the children.

English
Put your finger on your nose.

Simon says put your hands on your head.

Simon says spin around.

Give instructions in French and Spanish, using the prompts below or using the Presentation: Simon says to play audio recordings of the instructions to the class.

French
Tapez une fois dans vos mains. – Clap your hands once.

Simon demande de cliquez vos doigts. – Simon says click your fingers.

Spanish
Caminad a la puerta. – Walk to the door.

Simon dice sentaos. – Simon says sit down.

Take feedback about how they found the game and ask the following questions:

· Who did you need to trust when following the instructions? (The teacher.)

· How did you feel during the game when you were unsure of the instructions?

· Would this have been easier or harder for different people? (Answers may include: it might be harder for people who only speak or understand one language; it may be easier for people who speak or understand multiple languages.)

Main Event:
Roman Catholicism
Play the video using the link: Map of the spread of Christianity to show the growth of Christianity up to just before the 16th century. 

Ask the children to think about the different countries where Christianity was introduced and practised. Point out that the Christian Bible would have been written in Latin.

Questions
· How would everyone have been able to access the Latin Bible? (Some people would speak and understand Latin; some people would rely on priests to read it to them; some priests would have translated it into other languages.)

· How might this have created challenges for Christian followers who were not priests? (They would not have been able to read the Bible; they would have had to trust that their priest was reading it correctly; they may have struggled to worship independently.)

Martin Luther
Display the Presentation: Changes and share the image of Martin Luther on slide 1. Explain that he was a German priest in the 16th century and at this time there were many priests across Europe and beyond who were trusted to share the message of God.

Share slide 2 and point out that Martin Luther became frustrated with the leaders of the church because he noticed discrepancies which meant that worship was not always inclusive or fair.

Remind the children how they felt during the game of ‘Simon says’. Ask the children to discuss in pairs why each point on slide 2 may have caused issues and take feedback.

Answers may include:

· People had to trust the priests completely to say things correctly and read directly from the Bible; they had to worship in a church if they wanted access to the Bible.

· Countries may have needed to seek guidance from the Pope but struggled with the distance and the time it would have taken to receive it.

· Liturgies were often expensive and required payment to the clergy, leading to criticisms that the Church was prioritising wealth over spiritual well-being.

Display slide 3 and play the audio which explains that Luther became so frustrated that some of the priests were not following God’s rules fairly so he decided to take action. He compiled a list of the issues he had (95 theses) and nailed it to the door of his local church which led to changes that are now known as the Reformation.

Explain to the children that as a result of his actions, Martin Luther lost his priesthood and ask what they think happened after this (he gained followers and translated the Bible so that more people could access and share it, reducing the need for people to attend services or confess their sins through communicating with priests as they could do it themselves).

Explain that Luther’s actions resulted in a new branch of Christianity and over time Bibles were translated into many different languages.

Move from slide 4 to slide 5, pointing out that the changes or ‘protests’ against Catholic practices formed the branch of Christianity called Protestantism, which later evolved further. Luther’s specific teachings introduced the Protestant branch of Lutheranism.

Origami booklets
Ensure all the children have an origami booklet and explain that they will make a fact file about the changes that led to the Protestant denomination of Christianity.

Display slide 6 and encourage the children to include the following elements:

· A title page, for example, ‘Changes that led to Protestantism’, ‘How did Protestantism come about?’ or ‘The journey of Protestantism’.

· Developments in Christianity during Roman times (the Empire, Latin language and Catholicism).

· Discrepancies within practices (liturgies or collecting money for forgiveness, Latin Bibles, the Pope’s location in Rome).

· Martin Luther, his 95 theses and the changes these led to (e.g. translated Bibles).

Allow the children to draw and write over the first two pages of their booklets, saving the last two for the end of the lesson.

The Church of England and Methodism 
Show slide 7 and explain that there are many more denominations of Christianity which have grown from others.

Display slide 8 and ask the children to label their remaining pages with the headings The Church of England and Methodism.

Hand out the Resource: The Church of England and Methodism and ask the children to work in pairs to highlight facts which help them to understand how and when these denominations of Christianity came about.

Allow children time to complete their books, writing in their own words and using illustrations if desired.

Pupils needing extra support:  Could cut out and use the sentence stems on the Actiity: Page Templates to structure their booklets.  
Pupils working at greater depth: Could include a paragraph explaining how Martin Luther’s theses may have had a positive impact on some Christians. 
Wrapping Up: 
Once the children have completed their booklets, gather them and organise some of the tables into rows. Create a book fair by displaying the booklets on both sides of the tables and inviting the children to look at each others’ creations. If time allows, leave sticky notes in front of each booklet so the children can leave comments about what they found helpful or an aspect they enjoyed reading.

What differences did you notice about how beliefs can be expressed? Which makes the most sense to you?



	Lesson 5: How can being part of a Christian community give a sense of belonging?  
FOCUS: To consider the impact of Christian practices.  
Success Criteria: 

· I can compare the impacts of different practices
· I can infer people’s beliefs from their worship and practices

· I can identify important traditional practices for different groups of people. 

· I can explain the importance of different practices for different people. 
Starter:
Arrange the children into groups of four and give them a few minutes to design a church on their whiteboards. They should choose features they think could be important to some Christians.

Take feedback then show the image of a Quaker meeting room using slide 1 of the Presentation: Quakers. Explain that this is a special meeting place for Christians and ask the children to spot any features that they have used in their designs or learnt about.

Point out that not all Christians visit traditional church buildings or take part in the same ceremonies.

Display slide 2 and read the bullet points describing how Quakers might worship. Explain that Quakers or ‘Religious Society of Friends’ is another branch of Christianity which places increased importance on the Holy Spirit.

Use the image on slide 3 to show the many denominations of Christianity and ask the children to consider the variety of ways someone may choose to practice.

Main Event:
In the same groups of four, allow the children time to explore the Resource: Christian practices. Ask them to discuss the following questions before reading the text on the back of each image:

· What do you think the purpose of this practice is?

· Why do you think it might be important to some Christians?

· Which groups of Christians might find this practice more significant than others? Why might this be?

Once the children have had the opportunity to discuss the images and read the text, ask the class to share their thoughts on the following questions:

· Which practices do you think might allow a person to feel more connected to God? (Answers may include: using rosary beads as they will be saying special prayers; sitting quietly so they can communicate; baptism because they feel they have entered into God’s community.)

· Which practices might help a person to feel a sense of belonging to a community? (Answers may include: singing hymns because people are coming together to make music and praise; the sacrament of marriage because two people are becoming a family within the Christian religion; Eucharist because everybody is eating and drinking the same thing.)

· Did any of the practices confuse you? Why?

Display the Presentation: Christian practices and ask the children where they might place baptism, dancing and good deeds on the Venn diagram. Encourage them to politely challenge each other to deepen their understanding of the impact of each practice.

Hand out the Activity: Christian practices (either one A3 copy for each group or one A4 copy for each child). Ask each group to sort their images into piles on the corresponding sections on the Venn Diagram.

Remind children to place any practices they think show closeness with God and belonging to a community in the middle section.

Once the children have completed their Venn diagrams, display the Presentation: Christian Practices and take feedback, dragging and dropping each practice as a result of the children’s explanations.

Ask the children to write the practices in the sections of the Venn diagram once they are happy with their placings.

Differentiation: 

Pupils needing extra support: Could explore a selection of the practices rather than all of them; could cut and stick the practices into a larger copy of the diagram rather than writing them. 
Pupils working at greater depth:  Should give an explanation of their reasoning for where they place each practice; could consider ways that each practice could belong in both sections. 
Plenary: 
Explain to the children that different practices are special and important to different people. Display the quotes using the Presentation: Quotes and ask the children to identify practices that are special to the Christians who are speaking.

Take feedback and encourage the children to reflect on their Venn diagrams.

· Do any of the statements reflect your Venn diagram? Which ones?

· Are there any changes you would like to make to your Venn diagram since reading the statements?

· What do you think is the most important practice of Christian worship and why?

· Which practice makes the most sense to you and why?

· How can Christianity shape a person’s life? (Answers may include: they may attend certain events such as Mass; they may have a special community they are part of with similar beliefs and interests.)

Why are there many ways to express a similar belief? (Answers may include: past experiences; ways it is expressed locally; importance placed on different aspects; the influence of other worldviews and cultures; personal preference.)

How can a variety of practices support living in harmony? (Each practice has its own way of building a community which is inviting, understanding and respectful.)


	Lesson 6: Does everyone have the same picture of Jesus? 
FOCUS: To appreciate that culture and tradition can influence the way Jesus and Christianity are portrayed around the world. 
Success Criteria: 

· I can compare and contrast different depictions of Jesus
· I can explain how cultural and traditional influences can shape depictions of Jesus 

· I can apply my own perceptions of Jesus to form an image

Starter: 

Ask the children to close their eyes and imagine their own idea of a role model. This could be a superhero, a God, someone they know or have heard of, or someone or something that is completely made up. Invite them to think about what qualities or powers their role model might have and why they are so incredible. Use the following questions to encourage the children to think about their role model’s appearance:
· What age are they?

· What colour is their hair?

· What are they wearing?

· Do they have any special features?

· Are they wearing glasses?

· Where in the world are they from?

· How do they stand?

Take feedback and point out that everyone’s ideas vary but are often based on familiar characters in films, TV and books. Children who chose to base their role model on a superhero may notice common features like capes and masks because that is how they are often depicted in the media.

Main Event: 

Question
· How can Christianity and Jesus be visually represented? (Answers may include: a cross or crucifix, a dove, fire, wind, a fish or ichthus symbol, rosary beads or artwork.)

Take feedback and point out that there are many different symbols and representations of Jesus and Christianity which can be used by different people.

Display slide 1 of the Presentation: Jesus in art, which shows a gallery of art images depicting Jesus. Provide each table or small group with a copy of the Resource: Jesus in art, showing the same images. Ask the children to discuss the images and write down their ideas around them using the questions on slides 1 and 2 as prompts.

Questions
· Which image are you most drawn to and why?

· Where do you think the artist of each image may originate from? Why?

· Do the clothes or colours in the image give you any clues about the artist?

· Is there an image you are least drawn to? Why do you think this is?

· Which image do you think most accurately represents Jesus?

· How is each of the images different from the others? Are there similarities?

Take feedback from the children, encouraging them to justify their ideas by using the sentence stems on slide 2.

Display the map on slide 3, highlighting that Bible stories place Jesus in Bethlehem, Nazareth, Galilee, and Jerusalem. Point out that Jesus has often been portrayed as a white European male but this is unlikely to be a factually accurate representation of his appearance.

Ask the children to reflect on their ideas of their role model from the Attention grabber and answer the following questions:

Questions
· What is most important to you about your role model? (Answers may include; they will keep me safe; they are generally amazing; they are here to fight evil; they will help me.)

· Is your role model any less incredible to you if they have different qualities than your friends’ role models?

· Is your role model any less incredible to you if they have a different appearance from your friends’ role models?

Point out that Jesus means different things to different people but one comforting aspect for many Christians is acknowledging Jesus’ humanity. This enables them to feel a sense of connection and relatability towards him.

Explain that artwork often serves as a mirror, reflecting the cultural context, traditions and values of the artist. For this reason, exploring different representations of Jesus can provide insight into what different artists hold significant.

Hand out devices and allow the children time to explore images of the Nativity from around the world using the link: The Jesus Question - Nativity paintings from around the world. Ask the children to consider aspects of each piece of artwork that they enjoy or elements of the artists’ culture they notice.

Questions
· What aspects of the artwork did you enjoy?

· Did any of the images impact you more than the others?

· In what ways have the artists reflected their own experiences or culture through their art? (Children may suggest: the clothing and colours could reflect those that they wear or are used to; the style of artwork could represent those of their area.)

· Why might some of the artists have used modern styles of clothing? (Children may suggest: the artists interpret Jesus as being present in their lives nowadays; it may make Jesus and his story more relatable; it could be to challenge stereotypes and give a fresh take on a traditional story; it could represent the idea that the story is timeless.)

Point out that many people have different images and ideas about Jesus and what he means to them.

Question
· What do you think Jesus represents for people? (Answers may include: saviour or salvation; hope; selflessness; love; grace; friendship; safety; God; teacher; Messiah; king.)

· What practices or sacraments could represent each word or phrase? (Answers could include: music brings everyone together and represents his friendship, safety and hope; marriage could represent his love; the cross or Easter could represent his selflessness and saviour; his birth could show hope or his role as Messiah for many Christians.)

Pupils needing extra support: Could have a copy of the Resource: Sentence stems to use during the lesson 
Pupils working at greater depth:  Could explore the symbolism used in different depictions of Jesus, discussing what colours, objects or animals might represent in different cultures; could consider how symbols contribute to the overall message of the image. 
Plenary: 
Display the Presentation: 3, 2, 1 review and ask the children to consider the question ‘Why doesn’t Christianity always look the same?’. Allow time for the children’s discussions then take feedback.
ive each child three sticky notes and ask them to write three things they have learnt that answer the unit question on one note, two things they have enjoyed learning about on another note and one question they still have on the final sticky note.

Label three parts of the room ‘Learnt’, ‘Enjoyed’ and ‘Questions’ and invite the children to stick their sticky notes in the relevant parts of the classroom. Choose a few children to share their responses with the class.



	Lesson 7: Why do some people use different names for Jesus? 

FOCUS: To explore Christian beliefs about the Incarnation through Nativity story. 

Success Criteria: 

· I can identify the concept of the Incarnation biblical passages. 
· I can discuss the Trinity and how Christmas connects to the Christian belief in Jesus as the Son of God 
· I can reflect on the importance of Jesus’ birth for some Christians today. 
Starter: 

Show the children the mystery bag or box (see Have ready). Alternatively, display the Presentation: Mystery bag.

Write the word ‘Jesus’ in the middle of the whiteboard or flipchart.

Ask for a volunteer to take an object out of the bag and show it to the class (or tap the screen to reveal an image).

For each of the six items, discuss the questions below and add notes reflecting the children’s answers on the whiteboard or flipchart.

Questions
· How could this object connect with Jesus? (Crown – could symbolise Jesus as King referred to as in the Bible; cross – could symbolise Jesus’ crucifixion; baby doll – could represent Jesus as a baby; heart – could symbolise Jesus’ love for people or God’s love; lifebuoy – could symbolise how Jesus is believed by many Christian to be sent to save people; candle – could symbolise Jesus being ‘The Light’ or ‘Light of the World’.)

· Can you think of a title or name some Christians use for Jesus that links to one of the objects? (King; Saviour; Son of God; Immanuel; Light of the World.)

Main Event: 

The Trinity
Ask the children what they know about Christian beliefs about the Trinity (previously covered in Religion and worldviews, Year 5, Why doesn’t Christianity always look the same?, Lesson 1: Why did some people believe Jesus was the Messiah?).

The children may recall:

· The concept of the Trinity is central to Christian teachings about God.

· The Trinity is the belief that God has three forms – God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.

· These three forms are distinct and serve different roles but they are all God.

If necessary, watch the Pupil video: Trinity as a reminder.

Display slide 1 of the Presentation: Incarnation and ask the children what the words incarnation, human and divine mean.

Display slides 2 and 3 and share the definitions and sentences of these terms.

Divide the class into seven groups. Hand out the Activity: Jesus’ birth passages (one passage per group) and highlighters (one per group).

Ask the children to highlight words or phrases that suggest Jesus was divine or God’s incarnation (e.g. Mary hearing from the Angel Gabriel, a star appearing, etc).

Take feedback and discuss:

· What do these passages suggest about what many Christians believe about Jesus? (Answers may include: Jesus is special to God as the angel told Mary that Jesus would be called the Son of the Most High God; Jesus is a King because the angel said Jesus would be a king like his ancestor David and rule forever; Jesus saves people from their sins because Joseph was told to name him Jesus; the angel told the shepherds that Jesus was born in David’s town and was the Messiah; Jesus is divine because he was sent by God and is God’s Son; Jesus is special because the wise men came to worship him.)

· How does Christmas, the birth of Jesus, connect to the Trinity? (Answers may include: the birth of Jesus is important because many Christians believe he is God the Son, part of the Trinity; it says that Mary was pregnant with Jesus because of the Holy Spirit, showing the role of the Holy Spirit in his birth.)

Christmas carols
Explain that carols are religious songs usually sung at Christmas. Ask the children if they know any carols.

Hand out the Activity: Carol lyrics (one between two) and ensure children have one highlighter per pair.

Use the audio to play ‘Joy to the World’, ‘Angels From the Realms of Glory’ or ‘Hark! The Herald Angels Sing’ to the class (see Teacher knowledge).

Ask the children to highlight any words or phrases in the lyrics that are used as a title for Jesus or in place of his name.

ake feedback and add the names to the notes made during the Attention grabber if they are not already recorded.

Questions
· What do the names suggest some Christians might think about Jesus? (Answers may include: Jesus is the Son of God and is part of the Trinity; Jesus is very important and special; Jesus is divine as well as being human; Jesus was sent to save the relationship between God and humans.)

· Why do you think these names and titles are sometimes used? (To express different beliefs about Jesus.)

· Why might this mean that Christmas is important to many Christians? (Answers include: it celebrates Jesus’s birth; many Christians believe Jesus is the Son and therefore divine and special; many Christians believe Jesus was sent to save humanity.)

Conclude that many Christians give Jesus titles like Saviour, Messiah, Lord, Christ, Emmanuel and King to express their beliefs about Jesus’ role and significance.

Display the Presentation: Titles and working in pairs, ask the children to match the titles to their correct definitions. Take feedback, clicking to reveal the answers.

 Discuss the following questions as a class:

· Do any of the titles stand out to you more than others? 
· Does this make you think any differently about Christmas?
Optional: Hand out A4 card (one piece each), felt pens and pencils. Ask the children to choose one of the names or titles they explored in the lesson and design a Christmas card that represents that belief or idea about Jesus.

Pupils needing extra support: Could have a selection of Christmas cards to use as inspiration in the Main Event; could use the Activity: Jesus’ birth: support version; could use the knowledge organiser for support when creating a Christmas card.
Pupils working at greater depth:  Could look up the passages sing an online or paper-based Bible; should explain why some Christians might prefer to send cards that represent Jesus’ titles; could write a message inside their card that reflect the message some Christians may want to share at Christmas time. 

Plenary: 
Provide each child with a copy of the Resource: Knowledge catcher – Why and how is Christmas celebrated?
Ask the children to answer the questions thinking about what they believe and others might believe and using their learning from the lesson.

Optional: Display the Presentation: Wrapping up words to support children to include vocabulary from the lesson in their reponses.

Take feedback.


	

	Assessing pupils’ progress and understanding

Pupils with a secure understanding: 

· Explaining the actions and qualities of Jesus which led some people to believe he was the Messiah; interpreting extracts from prophecies in the Old Testament and making connections with events in the New Testament 
· Discussing some of the challenges faced by early Christians; giving examples of how Christianity spread as a  religion; explaining how some stories about Jesus may have influenced people at the time. 

· Identifying different features of a Catholic church and explaining their uses; describing some Catholic practices and saying why they may be considered important. 

· Identifying some reasons why people began practising Christianity in different ways; describing ways in which Christianity changed over time.

· Organising different Christian practices according to their impacts on believers; recognising that different practices reflect different beliefs. 
· Identifying how different people represent Jesus depending on personal and cultural influences; discussing how culture can influence representations. 

· Making links between Christian beliefs about incarnation, the Trinity and Christmas; describing the significance of Christmas in relation to Jesus’ titles; describing how belies about Jesus are expressed through titles such as ‘Messiah’ and ‘Saviour’
Pupils working at greater depth: 

·  Articulating the viewpoint of a variety of people; suggesting reasons for different interpretations of prophecies

· Understanding the barrier to the spread Christianity; giving reasons why not everyone converted. 
· Discussing the importance of different features of a Catholic church; suggesting which of the Catholic practices they have learned about may be considered most important by followers and giving reasons why. 
· Giving reasons why some people may find each practice impactful in different ways; explaining why different groups of believers might have different practices.

· Considering what the cultural impacts of how important figures are represented may be; identifying common themes in representations and discussing their significance. 

· Discussing how titles such as ‘Lord’, ‘Christ’ and ‘King’ relate to Christian concepts of the Trinity; reflecting on how the significance of Christmas to many Christians affects their own feelings about the celebration. 





Y5- Why doesn’t Christianity always look the same?


 








Crucifixion, denomination, Holy Spirit, pilgrimage, portrayal, sacraments, succession, The Trinity 





Vocabulary


 





In this unit, children will explore prophecies and stories from the bible to understand some origins of Christianity.  Children will step back in time to understand early Christianity and how it became the largest religion in the world. Children will understand features of a church to understand aspects of Catholicism. Children will look at events in the past to understand reasons for different denominations of Christianity. Exploring different viewpoints about worship and belonging. Children will compare different ways Jesus is represented and create artwork to depict personal perceptions about what Christianity means. 





Unit Intention


 





By the end of this unit children will 


 


 


 


 


 


 








Essential Knowledge


 


 


 








Explain why some people believe Jesus was the Messiah 


Give examples of how Christianity spread as a religion 


Identify different features of a Catholic Church 


Explain that uses of different features of a Catholic church 


Identify some reasons why people began practicing in different ways 


Organise different Christian practices according to their impacts on believers


Identify how different people represent Jesus depending on personal and cultural influences.  









