Falling Out of the Sky – Anthology of Greek Poetry – The Minotaur and The Furies: Year 5
Purpose: Poetry, speak and language 	Audience: 	
Form: Character Description 
Reading comprehension
· I can describe what I see, I think and what I wonder from a poem.
· I can make deductions using a photograph. 
· I can consider interpretations of poetry
· I can put myself in someone else’s shoes
· predicting what might happen from details stated and implied 
· Asking questions to improve their understanding.
· Drawing inferences such as inferring characters feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions and justifying with evidence.
· Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied. 
· summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key details that support the main ideas 
· identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning
· I can make deductions from audio sounds
· I am showing my understanding of how a character might feel.
· To retrieve information about a character from a text

Writing Composition
Plan their writing by: 
· identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their own
· noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
· I can summairse main ideas into a story board for planning
· selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can change and enhance meaning
· I can communicate my knowledge and understanding of vocabulary in a variety of ways.
· I can use relevant vocabulary to describe a scene
· I can write a poem extract and describe the events, thoughts and what happened
· I can write in first person, write the events, thoughts, feelings for a character.
· I can plan my poem including poetic devices e.g. syllables, lines. 



Evaluate and edit by:
· assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 
· I can use dates and vocabulary relating to the passing of time.
· ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 
· ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural, distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and choosing the appropriate register 
· proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors
· I can use relevant vocabulary to describe a scene.

Specific grammar objectives:
· Use and identify where semi colons have been used effectively 
· Punctuate sentences correctly using capital letters and the correct demarcation at the end of the sentence.
· I can write a variety of sentences using adjectives and prepositions and similes.
· To use effective expanded noun phrases 
· I can use adjectives, adverbs and  variety of sentence starters.

Spelling objectives
· use dictionaries to check the spelling and meaning of words 
· use the first three or four letters of a word to check spelling, meaning or both of these in a dictionary 
· use a thesaurus.
· Statutory 5/6 word list
Speech and Language – Exploratory and Presentational Talk
· listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers
· I can work collaboratively
· I can put myself in someone else’s shoes and express clear understanding of character opinions and actions with justifications 
· I can express my feelings.
· I can make deductions from audio sounds
· I am showing my understanding of how a character might feel.
· I can discuss the different emotions and difficulties the poet was trying to convey.
· ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge
· use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary
· articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
· give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings
· maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments
· use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas
· speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English
· participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play/improvisations and debates
· gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)
· consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others
· select and use appropriate registers for effective communication
Exploratory talk  		Presentational talk		Parallel writing			process writing			product writing	 	peer assessment 
	Day
	Focus 
	Whole Class
	Independent/Guided work
	Plenary

	1
	To explore new vocabulary and its meaning 
	The Furies – Think about the word “fury” what does it mean? 
Synonyms for fury? Make a list
How do they look? What are they? What do they do?
TCH notes
3 greek goddesses 
In the mythology of ancient Greece and Rome, the Furies were goddesses who represented vengeance. They pursued and punished the wicked, especially those guilty of murder.

Explain further who the furies are Talk about the word “vengeance” what does it mean? 
Synonyms for vengeance – make a list 

Are they kind or mean? Are they the same as those who have murdered because they are torturing others? 

	Children draw what they think they look like. 
Add language and thoughts about the furies around the picture – think about their personality and features. 





	Showcase – go round and look at everyone’s pictures – photocopy some for the working wall to build up for the rest of the topic

	2
	To use synonyms for effect 
	Introduce the word anthology to the children – what do they think it could mean? Do they know any words that are similar? 
From the Greek word anthologic which means a “collections of blossoms or flowers”

Anthology is “a collection of poems or stories around the same theme”

Look at the front cover – picture only to start with – any ideas what it could be about? Then the title – does it give any clues? Finally reveal the blue section in the blurb -  Find out in….

Talk about the theme of this anthology – poems about myths and monsters – not exclusively Greek but the poems we will be focusing on will be about Greek mythology. 

Read the poem – The Furies. 
Think about the mood you want to create. Play music on the link below as you read. Switch off the lights and think about tone and volume whilst reading. 
Play from 35.30 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mlLGwW7eHTI 

How do the children feel? Why do they feel like that? 
Did they like the poem? Not like the poem? 
Can they add anything to their drawing from yesterday about the furies? 

Looking at the language in verse 1 – identify the verbs, nouns and adverbials of place in the lines. 

Explain that we are going to change them to create a new verse about the furies. 

Beneath the earth they wait   hissing
Deep in graves of dirt listening
Blood-red eyes of hate dripping

Use the structure to create a class verse. Make lists of verbs which can verbs used using the verb list given. 

Create a list of adverbials of place which are appropriate
Create a list of nouns which could replace the eyes (e.g ears) and then adjectives to go with the new noun.

	Add anything to the picture about the furies in blue pen. 

















Create own verse of the poem choosing from the lists 

	Perform poems to the music 

	3 and 4
	To express a point of view 
	Do 2 wrongs make a right?
The furies get vengeance against those who have done something wrong – revenge. 

Is it right? Is it wrong? Are there circumstances where it is acceptable? Is it always acceptable? 

On flipchart paper create a chart – yes it is right, no it is wrong. 
Add the children’s ideas to it. 

Explain we are havinga  debate with the other class and tell the children which side they are on. Develop that list of ideas. 

Children to come up with their own argument for their side of the debate – formulate an argument. Create points which then have details added. Shared write. 

	5S vs 5B – one class against and one class for. 

I think they are right because…. I think they a wrong to do what they do because…..


Every child to write their line for the debate into their books.   
	Each group to ensure they have their argument to put forward. Everyone must have something to say. 



	4
	
	The Debate – each group presents their argument


Counterargument/rhetorical questions to be posed after groups have reconvened

	Whilst other group is speaking – children make notes which can then be used for counterargument or questions. 
	

	5
	To learn new vocabulary 
	Show picture of the Minotaur (do not name the Minotaur – if children do, say it could be) – get the children to look really closely at it. What can they see? What do they notice? Think about senses. 
Split flipchart into 3 - Nouns in the middle, adjectives on the left and verbs on the right. 
Choose 5 features of the creature as a class. 
Add descriptive words about the different parts we have chosen. Use adjective list.
Discuss verbs which could be added 

What could the creature be called? 
Play with words, use the features to come up with ideas 
e.g. goman (half human/half goat)

Model playing with the ideas before settling on a clause – model for 2 of the features and then tch to create own poem without the children seeing so all can be shared. 

	Create a poem about the creature using the adjectives noun verb format

5 lines – one for each of the creatures features. 
Give it a title. 

	Share poetry with partner and then whole class. 



	6 and 7
	To explore higher order vocabulary 

To use relative clauses 
	Read the first 4 verses of the poem 

Take the first 4 verses – explore the vocabulary and highlight words that we think we could improve – this will be dependent on what each class decides.

Use the first stanza as the example.
In the middle of the middle of a dark, dark maze lived a monstrous Minotaur.
Talk about why there is the repetition of “in the middle of the middle” 
Dark dark – can we up-level the vocabulary – create a list of vocabulary which will work – what are words called that have the same meaning? Are there any on the list we can use? 

Highlight words in the other 3 stanzas. Create a class list of words which could be substituted into the poem for the children to choose and create their own stanzas.
 

The rhyme can be disregarded. Focus is on upskilling the vocab





Session 7
After children have written - Model adding in a relative clause to one of the stanzas – focus on choosing the noun and applying the RC afterwards. Relative pronouns – who, whom, that, which, whose 


	




















(session 7)
Rewrite your own first 4 stanzas choosing vocabulary from the list. 



Add in a relative clause to one stanza 
 
	




















Perform your writing

Peer assessment against 
Checklist – working in partners
Has your partner included better vocabulary
Has your partner included a relative clause? 
Which relative pronoun(s) have they used? 

	8
	To listen to and identify the story from a poem 

To explore a character and identify their personality and traits

	Read the whole poem – The Minotaur. 
What do we notice about the poem – look for rhymes
What is the poem telling us? Retell the story – main parts of the story. 

Identify the main characters – what do we know about them? Make a spider diagram about all three with words that describe their characters. 
Explore the characters  - what do they look like? What are their personalities? How do we know? What can we infer? 

Reading skills – how do we know these things? Verbally finding evidence. Rehearse verbal PEE answers. 

Explain that Theseus is going to be our main focus – add more detail onto his diagram – what can we infer about him? 

Model drawing character using minotaur or Ariadne and show how to annotate. 


	Freeze frames – the main parts of the story. Each group to have a part to recreate. Small groups of 2/3. Take a photo of each freeze frame. 



Retrieval work – draw a picture of Theseus annotate it with notes about the character – think about his personality etc.  


	







Showcase of work – all leave books open with a post it stuck on them. Everyone goes round the classroom and looks at each other’s work. On the post it, anything that is great, anything which has been missed or could improve?  

Read the story of Theseus and the Minotaur

	9 
	To understand the features of a character description. 
	Explore a character description and think about the features. What does it include?

Draw attention to the following:
adventurous vocab, relative clauses, adverbials of place, figurative language, expanded noun phrases, hyphenated words, rhetorical questions   

Think about what else we need to know about our character – Theseus. Draw on our history knowledge to add detail. 
Ensure there are 5/6/ words and high level vocabulary on the tch modelled one. Use adjectives list. 


	Annotate the WAGOLL

Add to drawings from lesson 8
	Quick quiz – on your whiteboard what are the features of a CD? 

	10
	To plan a character description for Theseus. 
	Using box it up success criteria – what do we need to include in our CD? 
Revise the list from yesterday. 
Complete as a class A3 copy on flipchart

Complete a plan for the CD – 3 paragraphs – 
Re-read the story to remind ourselves of where he lived etc. 

Paragraph 1 – Introduction – Who is he? Where is he from? Where does he live?
Paragraph 2 – Theseus’ background
Paragraph 3 -   Theseus’ character and looks. 

Add in vocabulary for paragraphs, adverbials of place, hyphenated spellings, 5/6 spellings, 



	Children complete their own box it up including the vocabulary they wish to use. 


LA to work with tch to box up and plan. This will then be photocopied to make the plan for them to use for writing. It will also become the plan from which the modelled write will be done. 
	

	11
	To write a character description 
	Model writing para 1 and 2 from the plan written with the LA’s yesterday. 

Needs to include – adventurous vocab, relative clauses, adverbials of place, figurative language, expanded noun phrases, hyphenated words, rhetorical questions. 

Refer back to the plan at all times to ensure you are staying focused. 
	Children to write paragraph 1 and 2. 
	

	12
	To write a character description 
	Model editing para 1 and 2. 

Model writing para 3
	Edit para 1

Children to write paragraph 3
	




