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What is a prophet?
Essential Knowledge
 
 
 

By the end of this unit children will know...
 
 
 
 
 
 

a peg figure
 

Vocabulary
 
Guru
messenger
prophet
Qur'an
value
wisdom
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	Key Objectives- 
L.O: To identify the characteristics of a prophet by exploring a story.
L.O: To investigate stories about people’s responses to the role of a prophet.
L.O: To explore the promises made to some prophets in stories and scriptures.
L.O: To investigate how the role of Muhammad is important to some Muslims using stories and scripture.
L.O: To explore the role of Jesus in different worldviews using stories and scripture.
L.O: To explain the importance of Guru Nanak for some Sikhs by looking at key events and teachings.






    
	Session 1
LO: To identify the characteristics of a prophet by exploring a story.
· SC: I can recall what makes prophets special for some people.
· I can describe what a prophet might be like.
· I can use clues in the story of Jonah and the whale to add to my definition of a prophet.

Recap and Recall
Arrange the children into pairs and display the Presentation: What am I? Ask the children to discuss what or who each picture is showing with their partner.
Take feedback and reveal the answers by clicking on each image.

Attention Grabber
Display slide 1 of the Presentation: Messengers.
Ask the children to discuss in pairs who the picture represents. Listen to their ideas and encourage the children to use the clues in the pictures to help them decide. Then, ask the children to suggest what sort of messages that person might share. Click the picture to reveal suggested answers.
Repeat for slides 2 – 6.
Write the word prophet on the board and read it together. Explain that a prophet is someone who is believed to hear and share special messages from a god. 
Questions
· How is this different from the messengers we looked at? (They did not share messages from a god.)
· Do you think everyone believes prophets share messages from a god? (No, not everyone believes in god or gods and if they do, they may not believe they share messages with people.)

Main Event
Arrange the children into a circle and give one child the box or bag containing the messages from the Resource: Pass the message. Play the music and ask the children to pass the box or bag around until the music stops. Whoever is holding it when the music stops should take out one message and read it aloud. 
Point out that this is an example of the kind of message from God some people believe prophets have shared in the past.
Ask the children:
· What do you think of this message?
· Why might some people think God would want people to hear this message?
· Do you think people would listen to someone saying this? (Answers may include: yes, because they believe in God and the messages are important; no, because they might not know them or believe the message is from God.)
Repeat the activity until all of the messages have been read.
Place the Activity: Profile of a prophet in the middle of the circle.
Ask the children what kind of person they think a prophet should be (answers might include: they should be strong; kind; helpful; truthful; good at listening; believe in God). Hand out the cards from the Activity: Characteristics (one or two cards between two). 
Ask the children to look at their word and decide whether or not they think it describes what a prophet should be like. If they think it does, it should be stuck to the Activity: Profile of a prophet using sticky tack and if not, it should be handed to the teacher for later in the lesson.
Tell the children that the story they will hear is based on a story from the Christian Bible. Tell the story of Jonah and the whale using the Resource: The story of Jonah and the whale: teacher version or the Resource: The story of Jonah and the whale: props version (using the story sack pictures or with props).
Share with the children that Jonah is considered a prophet by many Christian, Jewish and Muslim people. Then, using the Presentation: Discussion, display the questions.

Wrapping Up
Show children the word cards they did not use from Activity: Characteristics and the Activity: Profile of a prophet. Ask the children if they think they should change or add cards based on what Jonah was like. They could use the word cards or their own ideas. Possible answers may include:
· Not all prophets wanted to be a prophet.
· It is a big responsibility, so the word responsible could be added.
· A prophet might feel scared and worried.

	Session 2
LO: To investigate stories about people’s responses to being a prophet.
· SC: I can describe how a prophet’s feelings can change.
· I can identify how some people may have responded to prophets.
· I can reflect on my knowledge of what a prophet is.

Recap and Recall: Arrange the children in pairs and ask them to think of five things they remember about prophets from the last lesson. When they have finished, ask them to give each other a high five.

Attention Grabber
Re-read the Resource: The story of Jonah and the whale: teacher version (from Lesson 1) or remind them of the story.
Share the Presentation: Responses to Jonah as a prophet. Read each statement on slide 1 and sort them by whether they show that Jonah did not listen or that Jonah changed his mind by dragging them into the correct category. Click on the answer button to check the answers.
· According to the story, what was Jonah’s reaction to being a prophet? (Answers may include: Jonah ran away at first because he was not happy to be a prophet; Jonah decided to do what God asked but only when he was in the whale; Jonah only accepted his task when he prayed to God for help.)
· Why do you think Jonah was scared? (Answers may include: the job given to him was too big and hard; he might have been worried about people’s reactions; when a great storm hit the ship, he realised it was his fault for not listening to God.)
Read the excerpt on slide 2 and ask the children to listen carefully for the responses of the people from Nineveh reacting to Jonah’s message.
Ask the children how the people of Nineveh reacted to Jonah. Answers may include:
· They listened.
· They believed that Jonah’s message was from God.
· They became kinder and more caring.
Click on the answer button to highlight the phrases which showed this.

Main Event
Explain that they are now going to hear about Muhammad, another person believed by some people to be a prophet because he heard and shared messages from God. Ask the children if they know anything about Muhammad and ensure they can recall:
· Muhammad is a very important prophet in the Muslim religion.
· Muhammad is sometimes called the Last Prophet.
· Many Muslims say ‘peace be upon him’ when saying Muhammad’s name.
· Most Muslims believe Muhammad should not be drawn to show respect.
Show the Presentation: Muhammad’s response and read the story on slides 1-5.

Ask the children to talk to their partner and quickly recap their learning using the following question:
· What happened to Muhammad in the story? (He met an angel who gave him messages from Allah (God); he was scared and went home to tell his wife.)
Ask the children to think about how Muhammad reacted when he heard from God, challenging them to show his feelings using their face and body language.
Discuss:
· How did Muhammad react to being a prophet? (Answers may include: he was frightened and unsure of what was happening; he was worried as he could not read; over time, he realised he could be a prophet and messenger of God.)
· How is this similar to Jonah’s reaction to being a prophet? (Answers may include: both were scared and unsure, but after a while, they did as God asked.)
· What do you notice about Jonah’s reaction compared to Muhammad’s reaction? (Answers may include: Jonah ran away because he was scared; Muhammad told the angel he could not do it.)
· What does this tell us about some prophets?  (Answers may include: some prophets did not want to be a prophet at the beginning but then accepted it; becoming a prophet was not always an exciting event; some people did not feel confident to do what God was asking.)
Read the rest of the story using slides 6-9 of the Presentation: Muhammad’s response.
Questions
· Can you remember the name of the Muslim scripture where the revelations are written? (The Qur’an.)
· What did you like or were surprised by in the story?
Arrange the children in pairs and hand out the Activity: How did people react to Muhammad? (one between two). Read each word and ensure the children know what it means. Ask them to cut out the word cards at the bottom of the page and stick them next to the pictures of Abu Bakr, Khadijah and the merchants to show how each person or group reacted to Muhammad’s message. 
A sk children to discuss the following questions in pairs:
· How did some people react to Muhammad at the time? (Answers may include: many merchants were angry; Muhammad’s family accepted and believed that God had chosen him; other people took a while to believe what had happened.)
· How does this compare to people’s reactions to Jonah as a prophet? (Answers may include: the people of Nineveh seemed to accept Jonah and listened to his message, but the people around Muhammad had mixed reactions.)
· Does everyone believe Jonah and Muhammad are prophets now? (Answer: no, there are different ideas about who God chose and whether or not God exists in different religions and worldviews.)

Wrapping Up
Revisit the Activity: Profile of a prophet created in the last lesson.
Ask the children if they can think of any new words or phrases that could be added to describe what Muhammad was like. Add these to the outline with the cards from Lesson 1. Ask the children:
· Which word or phrase do you think best describes a prophet and why?




	Session 3
LO: To explore the promises made to some prophets in stories
SC:
· I can identify promises in stories from Christian, Jewish and Muslim worldviews.
· I can talk about why these promises are important to some people.
· I can ask questions about religious stories.

Recap and Recall
Display the Presentation: 3, 2, 1. Ask the children to discuss in pairs.

Attention Grabber
Display the Presentation: Message in a bottle. Explain to the children that inside this bottle is a special message. Ask the children:
· What do you think the message might be?
· Has there been a time when you had to deliver an important message? 
· How did you deliver it?
· Has there been a time when you had to keep a promise? 
· Why was that promise important to you?
Click on the screen to reveal the message. Explain that this is a message some people believe their God shared through a prophet long ago. Ask the children:
· Why might someone believe it is a message from God? (Answers may include: it has the word God in it; some people believe that God protects them; it might have been written in scripture like the Bible or Qur’an.) 
· Why might they want to believe it? (Answers may include: some people want to believe that God is there, protecting them; some people find comfort in believing that God sends messages.)
· Why might some people not believe it is from God? (Answers may include: some people might not believe this is a message from God because a prophet has not delivered it; it might not be from God as it is not written in an old language like Arabic or Hebrew; it was not given directly from God; some people don’t believe in God.)
· Why did some people believe Jonah and Muhammad received messages from God? (Answers may include: some people might trust Jonah and Muhammad; some people believe they are good people so should be listened to; some people believe they performed miracles and so had a connection with God; some people believed they were special as they talked about, and sometimes to, God.)

Main Event
Ask the children to think of a time someone has promised them something in return for them doing something else. For example, if you promise to help tidy the house, you can have some pocket money or if you promise to read at home every day, you get a reward point at school. 
Show the children slide 1 of the Presentation: Abraham and Moses.
Share that many Christian, Jewish and Muslim people believe God made a special promise to Abraham and that Abraham promised to do something for God in return. This is written about in the scriptures for their religion – the Christian Bible, Torah and Qur’an.
Explain to the children that these three religions are sometimes called the Abrahamic (pronunciation: Abe-ra-ham-ick) religions as they share the prophet Abraham. Encourage the children to practise saying this word aloud and to try and use it during the lesson.
Hand out the Activity: Promises (one each).
Ask the children to draw or write what they think God might have promised to Abraham in the left column. For example, they could draw a picture of a blessing like health or wealth, a family or a home.
In the right column, have them draw or write what they think Abraham might have promised in return. This could be a simple promise of trust, obedience, or gratitude.
Read the Resource: Abraham’s story about how God made a special promise to Abraham.
Ask the children:
· In the story, what promises did God make to Abraham? (Answers may include: God promised Abraham that he would have many followers; God promised Abraham that his followers would become a great nation; God also promised to give them a special land).
· According to the story, what promises did Abraham make to God? (Answers may include: Abraham promised to do as God asked by going to a new place).
· Were your ideas similar?
Show the children slide 2 of the Presentation: Abraham and Moses and share that some people also believe God made a special promise to Moses.
Ask the children to discuss in their threes what they predict God may have promised Moses and what Moses might have promised God in return and in a different colour, add them to the Activity: Promises.
Display the Presentation: Moses and the burning bush. Read the story aloud.
· According to the story, what promises did God make to Moses? (Answers may include: God promised Moses that He would free the Jewish people from slavery; God promised Moses that He would bring the Jewish people to a special land; God promised Moses that He would be with him.)
· Was your prediction correct?
· Why might God have made the promise more than once with different people? (Answers may include: to show that the promise was very important; to show that some people believe that God is always there at different times.)
· Do you think this promise might be important to some people today? (Answers may include: the promise made to Abraham and Moses might still be very important to some people today because it might remind them of their special connection with God; it might give hope to some people that God will always be there to guide and protect them.)
· How are these stories similar or different to the other stories from the unit so far?

Wrapping Up
Ask the children to take turns asking their partner a question about one of the stories using the starter words.
Questions could include:
· What did Moses have to lead the people through?
· When did Abraham and Sarah have a baby?
· Who went with Sarah and Abraham?
· Why were stars important in Sarah and Abraham’s story?
· How did Moses feel when he had to leave Egypt?
Display the Activity: Profile of a prophet from Lessons 1 and 2. Recap the words and phrases and ask children which they think describe Abraham, Moses or both prophets.
Questions
· Which words could describe Abraham or Moses?
· Which part of the story suggests that?
· Are there any other words or phrases that could be added to describe them?


	Lesson 4
LO: To investigate the role of Muhammad using stories
· SC: I can connect the ‘Night Journey’ to the importance of Muhammad to many Muslims.
· I can identify the key events in a religious story.

Recap and Recall
Hand out a whiteboard and pen to each child. Display the Quiz: Prophets and ask the children to record their answers to the multiple choice questions on their whiteboards.

Attention Grabber
Remind the children that in Lesson 2, they heard a story about Muhammad and that in this lesson, they will hear another story about him.
Put the children into groups of five and hand out the Activity: Muhammad story mat (pre-cut, one between five). Ask the children to put the cards in the right order to retell the story.
Once the children have ordered the statements, reveal the correct order:
· First, the Angel Jibril told Muhammad to read but he couldn’t.
· Suddenly, Allah’s messages were in his heart.
· For years, Muhammad received Allah’s messages through the Angel Jibril.
· Then, Muhammad shared them with people.
· After Muhammad died, they became the holy Qur’an book.
Ask the children:

· What do many Muslims believe about Muhammad? (He is a prophet. He heard messages from Allah.)
· How did he receive God’s message? (Through the Angel Jibril).
· How were the messages shared? (He shared the messages from Allah by speaking to people).

Main Event
Display the Presentation: Muhammad and the Night Journey and use it to tell the story of Muhammad and the Night Journey. Ask the children: 
· Had you heard of any of the people Muhammad met on his journey? (Answers may include: Adam; Abraham; Moses; Jesus.)
· Did anything surprise you? (Answers may include: Muhammad met other prophets from other religions; Muhammad went to heaven and spoke to Allah; there was an angel and a special creature.)

Children to act out the story.

Wrapping Up
· Which places does Muhammad visit? (Jerusalem and Makkah.)
· Many Muslims visit these places today. Why might this be? (Answers may include: so they can see the places in the story for real; to feel close to Muhammad; to imagine what it might have been like to hear from Allah.)
· Muhammad went on a special journey in the story. Did any other prophets go on a journey? (Moses, Jonah and Abraham all went on journeys, although they did not go to heaven.)
· Do prophets need to go on journeys to be considered a prophet? (Answers may include: maybe they need to go through a challenge to show they can be a good prophet.)
· What can we add to the person outline from lesson 1 to help us understand what a prophet is? (Answers may include: some prophets meet with other prophets; some prophets go on journeys.)

	Lesson 5
LO: To explore the role of Jesus in different worldviews using stories.
· SC: I can explain the role of Jesus in Jewish, Christian and Muslim worldviews.
· I can discuss why Jesus is special to some people.
· I can make links between stories and beliefs.

Recap and Recall
Show the children the Presentation: Fact tennis. Arrange them in pairs and ask them to take turns sharing new things they learnt about Muhammad last lesson for one minute.

Attention Grabber
Display the Presentation: Who is it? and ask the children who they think is shown in the images and what their ideas are based on. Point out that all the images are of Jesus, created by different artists. Ask the children what they know about Jesus and take feedback.
Point out that in this lesson, they will find out how Jesus is viewed within the Abrahamic religions.
Questions
· What are the Abrahamic religions? (Christian, Jewish and Muslim.)
· Why are they called this? (Because they share Abraham as a prophet; because they share the belief that God made a promise with Abraham.)
Share the Presentation: Jesus and me. Click on each individual to reveal what they think about Jesus.
Ask the children to discuss what they notice about how each person describes Jesus in pairs.
Answers may include:
· Jesus is special for some Muslims and Christians.
· Jesus might be a teacher for some Jewish people, but he is considered the son of God for some Christian people.
· Jesus has a relationship with God for some Muslims and some Christians.
Draw out that people who follow Christian, Jewish and Muslim worldviews have different ideas and beliefs about Jesus.

Main Event
Display the Presentation: Who was Jesus?. Read the words and ensure the children understand what each word means. Explain that for many Christians, Jesus is the Son of God, whereas Muslims generally view Jesus as a prophet and for most Jewish people, Jesus was a teacher and is not viewed as special compared to other teachers.
Watch the Pupil video: Stories of Jesus, which explains that these stories are from the Christian Bible and are not included in Jewish and Muslim scripture.
Pause the video after each story and allow the children time to recap it. As a class, write down one or two miracles or important events from each of the three stories in the video on the whiteboard or flipchart paper.
Arrange the children into groups of three and give each group a piece of A3 paper divided into three, with the headings ‘teacher’, ‘prophet’ and ‘Son of God’. Check the children can recall what the three headings mean. Ask them to work as a group to draw an event from one of the stories that shows why Jesus might be thought of as either a prophet, a teacher or the Son of God.
Answers may include:
· Prophet: Jesus talking to God.   
· Teacher: A crowd gathering to listen to Jesus’ teachings; Jesus being kind and forgiving to Zacchaeus.
· Son of God: Jesus performing a miracle like feeding the crowd or calming the storm; Zacchaeus seeing Jesus.
Questions
· Why do you think people have different ideas about who Jesus was? (Because they have different beliefs about his connection to God.)
· How is Jesus different to the other prophets you have learnt about? (Some people believe Jesus was the Son of God.)
Wrapping Up
Explain that these stories, although from long ago, are very important to many Christians. Ask the children to talk to their partner about which story was their favourite and why, rewatching the video if necessary.
Questions
· Which is your favourite story and why?
· What have you learnt from these stories?
· What might Christians learn from these stories? (Answers may include: that Jesus could perform miracles; Jesus has a special connection to God; to be kind, forgiving and generous; not to feel worried because God is in control.)
· Have your ideas about Jesus changed during this lesson?


	Lesson 6

LO: To explain the importance of Guru Nanak for many Sikhs by looking at key events and teachings.
· SC: I can explain what makes Guru Nanak special for some Sikhs.
· I can identify some of Guru Nanak’s key teachings.
· I can reflect on beliefs about people in religious stories from the past.

Recap and Recall
Display the Presentation: In the spotlight. Arrange the children in pairs and ask them to discuss the questions on the slide.

Attention Graber
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Some people believe there are people who are
chosen for a special purpose by God.

Aprophet is someone who talks about God’s
plan or will

Some people believe that God has made a
promise between himself and his people.

Some people talk to God in different ways and
for different reasons.

Books and stories can have different meanings
to different people.

Stories from long ago can be applied to
modern life.

Wisdom means knowledge that comes from
experience.

Guidance means advice, information or rules
given by someone in authority.

Prophets and gurus are considered to share
God's wisdom and guidance, having had it
revealed to them by God.

Commenting respectfully on things that they
notice that may be surprising or different.

Explaining how beliefs may influence
behaviour and decisions.

Recognising links with prior learning when
encountering new content.

Discussing how their learning can help them to
answer some bigger questions.

Responding sensitively to people whose
experiences are different to theirs.

Discussing what they have learnt, giving
examples.
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