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How do we know some people feel a special connection to God?

Essential Knowledge
 
 
 

By the end of this unit….
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vocabulary
 
avatar
chosen
deity
Guru
Old Testament
prophet
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Exploring how bodies and faces are portray art: looking at the work of a number of artists, using their bodies to form shapes, creating collages, drawing portraits and creating a peg figure
 


RE 
	Key Objectives- 
L.O: To identify how the Christmas story symbolises that Jesus is special.
L.O: To investigate why Guru Nanak is seen as special from birth within the Sikh worldview.

L.O:   To identify how some people know that others are special using stories.
L.O: To understand that some people believe certain children are special by exploring a Hindu story.

L.O: To understand why Muhammad is special to some people through exploring a story.
L.O: To investigate a story that shows Jesus as special for some believers.
L.O: To identify the characteristics of a prophet by exploring a story.
L.O: To investigate stories about people’s responses to the role of a prophet.
L.O: To explore the promises made to some prophets in stories and scriptures.
L.O: To investigate how the role of Muhammad is important to some Muslims using stories and scripture.
L.O: To explore the role of Jesus in different worldviews using stories and scripture.
L.O: To explain the importance of Guru Nanak for some Sikhs by looking at key events and teachings.






    
	Session 1

 L.O: To identify how the Christmas story symbolises that Jesus is special.
Success criteria: 
I can name the key figures in the Christmas story.
I can explain who Angel Gabriel is and his role in the story.
I can discuss how Angel Gabriel and the stars show that baby Jesus was special for some people.
Recap and Recall
Display the Presentation: Matching pairs.
Explain to the children that they are trying to match the name of a religious worldview with the name used for God in that religion. Ask a child to come and click two cards to reveal what is on them. Ask the children to discuss with their partner whether or not the cards match and take feedback on why they match or not.

Attention Grabber
Ask the children to whisper to their partner what they think of when you say the word angel. 
Display the Presentation: Angel Gabriel and click to reveal part of the image. Ask the children what they think the image shows. Repeat until the image is revealed.

Take feedback and explain it is a representation of an angel and a person.
As a class, discuss the following questions:
· What might the angel be doing? (Suggestions may include: looking after or protecting the person, talking, giving a message.)
· What might the person be doing? (Suggestions may include: listening, praying or thinking.)
· Can you guess who is in the image? (Angel Gabriel and Mary.)
· Do you know which story is this image from? (The Christmas (or Nativity) story, the story of Jesus’ birth found in the Christian Bible.)
Explain that some people believe angels exist and others do not.
· What do some people think an angel is? How are they different to human beings? (The children may suggest: a messenger from God; a person with wings; someone from heaven; a protector.)
· How are angels sometimes shown as different to human beings in pictures? (Various answers include: they are often shown with wings to show that they can fly and are heavenly; they are often shown with light or a halo.)
· What kind of things do you think some people believe angels might do? (The children may suggest: they give messages, protect people or help people in need.)
Main Event
Recap that people who follow a Christian worldview generally believe the Bible (Christian scripture) to be God’s word and follow the teachings and examples of his son Jesus. These beliefs are called a religion.
Display the Presentation: The Christmas story and use slides 1–5 to read the story about Jesus’ birth, which can be found in the Christian Bible. After each event when the Angel Gabriel visits, stop and take feedback from the children on how Mary, Joseph or the shepherds may have felt when that happened.
Record the children’s ideas on the whiteboard or flipchart. 
Questions
· Who was the special messenger in the story? How were they different to usual messengers? (Answers include: the special messenger was the Angel Gabriel; he was different from usual messengers because he came from the sky or heaven, had wings and brought important messages from God.)
· Do angels usually appear with messengers before a baby is born? (No.)
· Why is it important that an angel told the message about Jesus’ birth? (The children may suggest: people believe Jesus was a special baby sent from God; some Christian people believe that Jesus is God’s son and is God on Earth.)
· Was there anything else in the story that might suggest to some people that Jesus was a special baby? (A bright star appeared over where he was born.)
Looking for clues
Explain that the children are going to be detectives. In each lesson, they will use a magnifying glass to look for clues in the stories that answer the question ‘How do we know some people have a special connection to God?’
Provide the children with magnifying glasses (one between two – see Have ready), small stickers (six stickers between two) and the Resource: The Christmas story (one between two).
Ask the children to use their magnifying glasses to look for any clues in the pictures from the story on the Resource: The Christmas story that show that Jesus is special to some people. They should then stick a sticker on each clue they spot (the five angels and the bright star).
Questions
· Who might some people believe sent the Angel Gabriel with the message? (God.)
· When do angels appear in the Christmas story? (Angel Gabriel visits Mary to tell her she will have a baby, and this baby will be special; Angel Gabriel visits Joseph to tell him the baby is called Jesus and will be very special; angels visit the shepherds to tell them that God sent someone special to the world, Jesus.)
· Why might some people believe Jesus is special? (The children may suggest: the story tells some people that Jesus was special because an angel came to tell Mary that she had been chosen to have a baby who was a gift from God; some amazing things happen in the story, such as a bright star in the sky and angels talking to shepherds.)
Take feedback and record the children’s ideas on the Resource: Teacher magnifying glass (enlarged to A3, one copy to be used throughout the unit).
· How do you think Mary, Joseph and the shepherds felt when they were visited by Angel Gabriel? (The children may suggest: surprised, amazed, scared, happy, curious, honoured.)
· Why might they have felt like this? (Various answers include: because it is not every day an angel appears; because Angel Gabriel had an important message; because they did not know what would happen next; because it felt like a big responsibility.)
Wrapping Up
Ask the children to work in pairs to discuss how to complete the sentence ‘Some people believe baby Jesus was special because…’ using the word bank for ideas. 
Ask the children to share their sentences. Explain that although everyone is special, some people are believed to be special because they have been specially chosen by or have a connection to God. 



 
 

	Session 2
 
L.O: To investigate why Guru Nanak is seen as special from birth within the Sikh worldview.

Success criteria:

I can recall some information about Guru Nanak.
I can describe which clues from the story suggest that Guru Nanak was special

Recap and Recall
Display the Presentation: In the spotlight and ask the children to discuss the questions on the screen with a partner.

Attention Grabber
Display the Presentation: That is amazing.
Ask the children what words they think of for each image and record them on the board (e.g. amazing, beautiful, magical, awesome).
Display the word miracle on slide 2 of the Presentation: That is amazing. Say the word aloud, asking the children to repeat it to ensure they are familiar with it.
Use slide 3 to reveal the definition and explain that some people believe there are things that happened in the past and things that happen now that are miracles, meaning they are amazing events believed to be caused by God or a higher power.
Display slide 1 again and ask the children which of the images they think show something some people might believe is a miracle and why.
Ensure the children understand that not all people believe miracles are real and that they are caused by something else or they are simply stories that did not really happen. 
Questions
· Can you think of any other things that some people might say are miracles?
· Do you believe in miracles?

Main Event
Explain that people who follow a Sikh worldview generally believe in one Creator God (Waheguru) and follow the teachings of the Ten Gurus, including the Guru Granth Sahib (Sikh scripture). These beliefs are called a religion.
Explain that in this lesson, the children will listen to a story about a man called Guru Nanak who is a very special person within the Sikh worldview. Explain that he is seen as a special person because he has helped people to understand and connect with God.
Tell the children that they are going to listen to a story to explore how many Sikh people believe he was born special rather than becoming special when he was older.
Display the Presentation: The story of Guru Nanak’s birth and share the story with the class. 
Questions
· What words would you use to describe Guru Nanak’s birth story? (The children may suggest: amazing, miracle, strange, special.)
· Why might some Sikh people believe that Guru Nanak was special when he was born? (The children may suggest: because he smiled when he was born and was surrounded by light; his sister said that he would become a guru.)
Take feedback and record the children’s ideas on the whiteboard or flipchart.
Explain that the word guru means teacher. Ask the children to discuss how they think Guru Nanak is different to the teachers in schools (the children may suggest a normal teacher teaches subjects like maths or English but a guru teaches about God, how to live life and how to be a good person).
Hand out magnifying classes (one between two – see Have ready) and the Activity: Guru Nanak’s birth (one between two).
Ask the children to work in pairs to be like detectives and look through their magnifying glasses at each picture and colour the pictures with words that relate to Guru Nanak’s birth story (e.g. smile, teacher, special, surprise, love, light, God, sister).
Question
· What usually happens when a baby is born? (Answers include: the baby usually cries.)
· How does the story tell some people that Guru Nanak was chosen and inspired by God? (Answers include: Guru Nanak was surrounded by light and smiled as soon as he was born.) 
Take feedback and record the children’s ideas on the Resource: Teacher magnifying glass (from Lesson 1).

Wrapping Up
Display the Presentation: Making connections. Questions
· What is similar about the stories? (Answers include: both people were considered to be special babies; in both stories, it says God chose them; light is important in both stories, with a star leading the way to Jesus and light around Guru Nanak; in both stories, it suggests they will grow up to do something special.)
· What is different about the stories? (Answers include: Guru Nanak was born in what is now Pakistan, while Jesus was born in Bethlehem; Guru Nanak smiled when he was born, whereas, in the story of Jesus, it is not mentioned whether he smiled or cried; angels told people about Jesus, there are no angels in Guru Nanak’s story.)
· Do you think the stories are miracles? (The children may suggest: yes, because things happened that do not usually happen, like Guru Nanak smiling as a baby and the angels telling people about Jesus; no, because some parts of the story might not have really happened.)  




	Session 3
L.O:   To identify how some people know that others are special using stories.     
Success criteria:
I can use clues from the story to evidence why some people are special.
I can discuss the significance of miracles in the story.
I can use my knowledge of miracles to predict the outcome of a religious story.
 
Session plan: 

Recap and Recall
Display the Presentation: Explain the answer. Read the statement and ask the children to explain the answer to their partner.

Attention Grabber
Recap that the children have already looked at the story of Guru Nanak’s birth. Explain that today, they will hear another story about Guru Nanak as a child. After that, they will hear a story that some Jewish and Christian people believe shows someone with a special connection to God.
Play the Pupil video: Guru Nanak and the cobra and listen to the story up to 0:42.
Questions 
· What do cobras usually do? (The children may suggest: hiss, hunt for animals, slither about.)
· What might they do to a small child? (The children may suggest: bite, scare or hiss at the child.)
· What do you think might happen next?
Listen to the rest of the story.
Ask the children to discuss in pairs:
· Why might some people think Guru Nanak was a special child? (The children may suggest: because the cobra shaded him.)
· Why might the cobra have protected Guru Nanak? (Children may suggest: because he was a special child, it allowed the cobra to do this against its usual nature; God might have protected him.)
Recap the miracles (Guru Nanak smiling as soon as he was born and being surrounded by light) in the story of Guru Nanak’s birth from Lesson 2, then ask:
· What was the miracle in this story? (A cobra shaded Guru Nanak from the sun while meditating, protecting him from the heat.)

Recap that people who are Jewish are born into a Jewish family or become part of the Jewish community. Many Jewish people believe in God and read the Tenak (Jewish scripture). These beliefs are called a religion.

Explain that the children are going to listen to a story that is important to some Jewish and Christian people which is in the Jewish Tenak and the Old Testament of the Christian Bible. 
Display the Presentation: Daniel and the lions and read the story up to slide 3

Arrange the children into groups of four or five and ask them to discuss and act out what they think will happen next in the story.
Questions
· What do you think happens next? (The children may suggest: the lions might eat Daniel or he might escape.)
· What would usually happen? (People might get attacked by the lions.)
Reveal the story ending by listening to the story again from the beginning up to slide 5.
In pairs, ask the children to discuss the following questions:
· Why was this story unusual or extraordinary? (Even though Daniel was in a den with hungry lions, he was not harmed.)
· Why do you think the lions did not harm Daniel? (Children may suggest: the lions were not hungry; they were friendly lions; God might have protected him.)
· How might this story tell some people that Daniel was a special person? (Answers include: the story shows that Daniel had a strong faith in God and because of this, he was protected from the lions.)
· Do you think this story is a miracle? (Children may suggest: yes, because it is not common for lions to not harm someone in their den, especially when hungry; yes because an angel appeared to protect Daniel from the lions; no, because it is not a true story; no, maybe the lions were not hungry or were friendly lions.)

Wrapping Up
Display the Presentation: Story discussion. 
As a class, discuss the following questions:
· What was similar? (Answers include: a miracle happens in both stories.)
· What was different? (Answers include: one story is about lions and one is about a cobra.)
· What do the stories remind you of? (The children may suggest: other stories where angels appear such as in Jesus’ birth story or when amazing things happen in Guru Nanak’s birth story.)
· What questions do you still have? 
· How might these stories inspire people who believe Guru Nanak and Daniel were special? (Answers include: they might want to try to behave like Guru Nanak or Daniel; it might inspire them to trust God to protect them like the people in the stories were protected.)



	Session 4
L.O: To understand that some people believe certain children are special by exploring a Hindu story.

Success criteria
I can recall that  Krishna is an avatar of Vishnu.
I can explain how the story suggests Krishna is a special child.
I can discuss how the story reflects some Hindu beliefs.

Recap and Recall
Display the Presentation: Agree or disagree.
Arrange the children in pairs and ask them to discuss whether they agree or disagree with the statement ‘We can find out why some people are considered special by reading stories’.
Attention Grabber
Display the Presentation: I spy with my little eye.
Model playing the ‘I Spy’ game with the image shown, using the example “I spy with my little eye something beginning with ‘f’.” Encourage the children to look closely at the image to suggest an answer (flute).
Ask for volunteers to ‘spy’ something else and continue the game. 
Ask the children:
· Is there anything in the picture that might tell some people that Krishna was special? (Answers include: he has a peacock feather on his head that looks unique and special; he plays a flute, which could mean he has special musical abilities; he is with a calf and animals seem to be attracted to him; he has blue skin, which is different and might show he is not like everyone else.)
· Can you think of examples in other pictures that show someone is special or close to God? (The children may suggest: a halo, light, angels, a star or something special happening to the person.)
Explain that people who follow a Hindu worldview generally believe in one God (Brahman) who can take on many forms. These beliefs are called a religion.
Recap that different characteristics of Brahman are shown in gods and goddesses called avatars (a form or character taken by God on Earth – incarnation). Some recognise Vishnu (an avatar of God or Brahman) to have many different forms, including that of Krishna.  
Ask the children:
· Who do you think is in the picture? (Children may suggest: a god or goddess, a Hindu avatar; Krishna.)
Tell the story of Krishna and the fruit seller using either the Resource: Krishna and the fruit seller (one teacher copy) or the Resource: Krishna and the fruit seller: props version with the story sack objects or the Resource: Story sack pictures.
Hand out the magnifying glasses (one between two, from Lesson 1) and the Activity: Krishna and the fruit seller (one between two).
Ask the children to look for and circle clues in the story that suggest why some people might think Krishna is special. As a class, discuss the following questions:
· Which part of the story might some people say was a miracle? (The children may suggest: the part where the fruit seller found gold and jewels in her basket instead of grains.)
· Why do you think some people believe Krishna was extra special as a child? (Because of the miracle that happened in the story.)
· What does the story suggest about Krishna? (Some people believe Krishna to have special powers, to be kind and generous, and extra special.)
· How does the story reflect some Hindu beliefs? (Answers include: the belief that Krishna was a special child with the miracle of the grains turning into gold; incarnation, with Krishna being a form of God on Earth and the belief that God can perform miracles; the belief that if you do something good, this goodness can come back to you.) 
Take feedback and record the children’s ideas on the Resource: Teacher magnifying glass (from Lesson 1).
Discussion time
Hand out the Activity: Discussion spinner (one per group of six), a paper clip and a split pin (one per group of six).
Ask the children to place the tip of the split pin through the loop in the paper clip and onto the centre of one of the spinners.
Explain that the children should take turns spinning the paper clip and then read out the sentence starter that it lands on. They then need to talk together about how they could complete the sentence.
Wrapping Up
Stick the pictures from the Resource: Special stories in each corner of the room.
Explain to the children that you will read out a statement and they should move to a picture that it links to. Explain that some statements might link to more than one image so they can choose which to stand by.
Read the following statements, allowing time for the children to move around the classroom after each one:
· Angels appeared to show it was a special baby. (Jesus’ birth story.)
· Some people believe this was a miracle. (All of the stories.)
· They are believed to be special from when they were born. (Jesus and Guru Nanak’s birth stories.)
· Some people believe they are a form of God. (Stories about Jesus and Krishna.)
· They were protected from being hurt in the story. (Daniel and the lions and Guru Nanak and the cobra.)
· Some surprising happened in the story. (All of the stories.)
After each statement ask some children to explain why they have chosen the picture they are standing near.




	Session 5
L.O: To understand why Muhammad is special to some people through exploring a story.
Success criteria:
I can recount the miracle in the story of Muhammad’s encounter with Angel Jibril.
I can describe the practice of saying ‘peace be upon him’ (pbuh) and its purpose in showing respect.
I can identify and discuss elements in the story that show Muhammad’s special status for some Muslims.
I can explain the meaning of the title ‘Prophet’ that some people use or give to Muhammad.
Recap and Recall
Display the Presentation: 3,2,1.
Ask the children to discuss:
· Three things they remember about the story of Krishna and the fruit seller. (Various answers include: in the story, the grains turned into gold; some people believe that Krishna was a special child with the miracle of the grains turning into gold; some people believe that Krishna is a form of God on Earth and that God can perform miracles; some people believe that if you do something good, this goodness can come back to you.)
· Two things they found interesting about stories that suggest people can have a special connection to God. (Various answers include: some people believe that Krishna is a form of God on Earth and that God can perform miracles; some people believe Krishna to have special powers, to be kind and generous, and extra special.)
· One question they still have about people with a special connection to God. (The children may suggest: Are there any other stories about avatars that have a special connection to God?)

Attention Grabber
Explain that people who follow a Muslim worldview generally believe in one God (Allah in Arabic) and are guided by the Qu’ran (Muslim scripture). These beliefs are called a religion.
Begin by telling a short story about someone who receives a special message from a mysterious messenger using the Resource: The Angel Jibril’s visit (one teacher copy). Explain that this story is important to many Muslim people.
Without revealing it is about Muhammad, ask:
· Why do you think this person might have been given the special message?
· Who do you think they might be?
Main Event
Display the Presentation: The Angel Jibril visits Muhammad and listen to the story, revealing Muhammad’s name. Explain that ‘read’ in Arabic can also mean ‘recite’ (saying something aloud from memory).
Point out that a prophet is a special messenger chosen by God to share important lessons and messages with people.
In pairs, ask the children to discuss the following question:
·  Why might Muhammad be referred to as Prophet Muhammad? (Answers include: Because he received important messages from God, which he then shared with others.)
Children to act out the story.
Questions
· Which parts of the story suggest Muhammad is special? (Answers include: the parts where God chooses Muhammad; an angel visits him/meets Angel Jibril in the cave; he is called the ‘The Last Prophet‘)
· Do any parts of the story show something that could be seen as a miracle? (Answers include: the angel and Muhammad knew the words even though he could not read.)
· Which part of the story has something that has also been in another story showing someone might have been chosen by God? (Angel Jibril sounds like the Angel Gabriel in the story of Jesus’ birth.)
· Which part of the story shows the messages Muhammad heard are important to many Muslim people? (When it says they were recorded in the Qur’an).
Explain that Muhammad is a very important figure for many people who follow the Muslim worldview. When his name is mentioned, many Muslims might say ‘peace be upon him‘ (pbuh). In addition, he is not generally drawn to show respect for how special he is believed to be.
Questions
·  Why might Muslims say ‘peace be upon him’ when mentioning Muhammad’s name? (The children may suggest: to send blessings to him; to wish him peace; out of respect.)
· How is this similar or different to how Jesus or Krishna are sometimes shown or talked about? (Answers include: Jesus is sometimes shown with a halo; Krishna is shown with blue skin to show he is special; Muhammad is never drawn so some people use words to show respect instead.)
Wrapping Up
ake feedback.
· Three important things? (The children may suggest: the Angel Jibril gave Muhammad important messages from God; Muhammad shared his important messages and lessons from God with people; some Muslim people say ‘peace be upon him’ when mentioning Muhammad’s name to wish him peace).
· Three connections to other religious stories? (Answers may include: the Angel Gabriel appeared to tell Mary an important message from God in the Christmas story; an angel appeared in the story of Daniel and the lions; a miracle happened in the story of Krishna and the fruit seller).
· Three questions you still have? (Questions may include: What did Muhammad do next?; Did the Angel Jibril visit Muhammad again?; How could we find out what the messages from God were?
	Session 6

L.O: To investigate a story that shows Jesus as special for some believers.
Success criteria:
I can retell key events from the story of Jesus healing the man.
I can explain how the story shows Jesus was special for some people.
I can recognise how some religious stories may reflect beliefs about some people being special.
Recap and Recall: 
Hand out the Resource: Knowledge organiser: Religion and worldviews – How do we know some people feel a special connection to a god? and display the Presentation: Knowledge organiser.
Ask the children to come up with some questions about the unit for their partner.
Attention Grabber
Display the image on the Presentation: What happens when we are sick?
Questions
· What usually happens when we are sick? (Answers include: feeling tired, having aches, getting a fever; staying in bed or resting; seeing a doctor; taking medicine.)
· Who usually helps? (The children may suggest: parents or carers care for us; a doctor can say what is wrong and give medicine or advice.)
· How do we know what to do? (Answers include: parents, carers, teachers and doctors may teach us.)
· Do miracles help when you are ill? Why or why not? (Answers include: yes, because some religious people might pray for miracles of healing; no, because when we get better from being sick, it is usually because of the care we receive, the medicine we take and our bodies working hard to heal.)
Main Event
Display the Presentation: Jesus heals a man and read the story to the children up to slide 3. 
Ask the children to predict what might happen next. Allow a few children to share their predictions.
Read the rest of the story. Children to act out the story.
Questions
· Is the story showing Jesus as a doctor? Why not? (Children may suggest: no, doctors help people get better using medicine and knowledge they have learned but Jesus helped the man using a special power that people believe came from God.)
· Why might some people describe Jesus healing a man as a miracle? (The children may suggest: to describe something that cannot be easily explained or seems impossible.)
· How does Jesus performing a miracle show that he is different to normal people or doctors today? (The children may suggest: when Jesus performed a miracle, he did something that normal people or doctors cannot do; doctors use knowledge, tools and medicine to help people but Jesus made the man better just by speaking.)
Hot seating
Explain to the children that they are going to do some hot seating.
Display the Presentation: Hot seating. Working in pairs, ask the children to think of some questions they would ask the man Jesus healed or one of the man’s friends about what happened.
Place a chair at the front of the classroom and ask for volunteers to come up to the ‘hot seat’ to play the role of the man Jesus healed. Ask some of the children to ask one of their questions. Repeat with volunteers in the role of one of the man’s friends.
Possible questions include:
· Why did you have to lower your friend through the roof? (The children may suggest: because the house was too crowded and we could not get in through the door; we believed Jesus had so much power he could heal our friend.)
· How did you feel when you were healed? (Answers include: shocked or amazed.)
· What was so special about Jesus that he was able to help you? (The children may suggest: Jesus had the power to perform miracles and heal people; Jesus cared for those in need.)


Wrapping Up
Ask the children to complete the following sentence stem in pairs: ‘I know some people have a special connection to God because…’
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