· develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study. The Romans Topic Intention
 
 This units looks at the Romans and their achievement from 43CE to 410CE. The children will explore what life was like in early Rome, who was in charge and held power across the Empires and how the emperors trained up their powerful armies. They will then learn about the Roman invasion of Britain, compare existing Celtic villages to the new Roman settlements, alongside finding out how the Romans protected their new lands and be given an introduction to significant historical figures of the time such as Boudicca. The children will end the unit with a study of the final years of the Roman Empire and the events led to its downfall. 



Year 4- Romans
 

Essential Knowledge
 
 
 

By the end of this unit children will 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vocabulary
 
Chronological, AD, BC, archaeology, archaeologist, artefacts, Egypt, Egyptian, mummification, cartouche, Canopic jars, pharaoh, hieroglyphs, pyramid, tomb,  preserved, preservation, Qebehsenuef, Duamutef, Hapi, Imsety 
Location, continent, country, North, South, East, West




· note connection contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms.
· regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity, difference and significance. 
· construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant information. 
· understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources.
 History
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	Key Objectives: Pupils should… 
· I know the difference between BC and AD. 
· I know we now use BCE and CE.
· I can use my mathematical knowledge to order events chronologically.
· I know where Rome is on a map
· I know who Romulus and Remus are 
· I can explain how Rome was built  
· I can handle artefacts carefully.
· I can extract artefacts carefully. 
· I can record information about an artefact
· I can use the artefact to predict what its use is. 
· I know the Roman Empire was ruled in 3 different ways
· I can explain the difference between a single ruling leader and a republic
· I can debate advantages and disadvantages to the ways in which Rome was ruled. 
· I can recreate a historical artefact (shield as half term homework)
· I can get into formation to represent different army tactics
· I can explain how the Romans were successful with the tactics they used. 
· To know when invasions on Britain took place
· To know who Claudius is 
· To know why Claudius wanted to invade Britain 
· I can identify features of a Celtic village 
· I can identify features of a Roman settlement 
· I can find and compare some features that are similar
· I can find and compare features that are different. 
· I can use historical sources to draw my own interpretation of Boudicca. 
· I can explain the causes and consequences of Boudicca’s revolt in AD 60/61. 
· I can compare and contrast the armies of Boudicca and the Roman General Paulinus.
· I can write a newspaper report about the rebellion. 
· I can order the events in chronological order. 
· I can use paragraphs to organize my work. 
· I can use time adverbials. 

	Session 1 – What do we know about Early Rome? 

Focus: To put events in chronological order.

Success Criteria:
· I know the difference between BC and AD. 
· I know we now use BCE and CE.
· I can use my mathematical knowledge to order events chronologically.

Input:

What do we know about Early Rome?  Go through the key questions and the historical skills to answer those questions. 
Key Vocabulary- Go through the key vocabulary for this lesson. Have the children heard of these words before? Do they know their meanings? 

BE & AD or BCE & CE- Read through the slide to explain the BCE & CE dating system to the children. Explain that we have changed from BC & AD and we now use BCE and CE. This is to include other religious and non- religious beliefs. Show the children the timelines on the slide and explain how historical events would be plotted on the timeline and whether BCE or CE would be used. Ensure they understand that BCE stands for Before Common Era and CE stands for Common Era. 

ACTIVITY: 
Give the children events that happened during the Roman period of history to order plus a few relatable to them in AD. Children should stick the events in their history book across a double page spread. Use this to assess whether they have understood the vocabulary BC, AD, BCE & CE. 


Pupils needing extra support: Less events to order and support from teacher.
Pupils working at greater depth: To work out the length time the Roman Empire existed.  


Plenary:
KS2 History: The Romans. 1: Society and culture - BBC Teach 

The story of Romulus and Remus.
Mark timelines together. 

	Session 2 – What do we know about Early Rome? 

FOCUS: To understand about the legend and founding of Rome. 

Success Criteria: 
· I know where Rome is on a map
· I know who Romulus and Remus are 
· I can explain how Rome was built  

Input: 
Where is Rome? Ask the children to discuss which country and continent Rome is located in. Some children should know Rome is in Italy, Europe. 

Ask the children to look at a globe or in an atlas. Can they find Italy in Europe? What other countries are in Europe that they might know and be able to find to help them? 

Taking a closer look at the atlas, can the children find which other European countries border Italy? How many are there? Which countries are they?

Colour Italy on the blank map. 

Introduce children to the story of Romulus and Remus. Explain that this story is a myth. Myths are old tales which aren’t based on facts so they are not true although some people choose to believe in them. Ask children to discuss the following question. Why do you think we know about the myth of Romulus and Remus today? Children should know that lots of people couldn’t read or write a long time ago so they told stories instead. Those stories have been passed down and retold. 

Ask children the following question. If Rome is in Italy, how do we know about the story of Romulus and Remus in Britain if it is not written down? 

Use the PowerPoint to share the story with the children. 

ACTIVITY: 
Provide the children with the differentiated worksheet. LA/MA and HA. 
Talk the children through what they have to do. 
Set the children off with the LA/MA sheet. 

Ask the HA children to order the pictures in their book- retelling the story as they go. 

Pupils needing extra support: Ordering the story. 
Pupils working at greater depth: Retelling. 

Plenary: 


	Session 3 – What do we know about Early Rome? 

FOCUS: To make predictions about Roman artefacts. 

Success Criteria: 
· I can handle artefacts carefully.
· I can extract artefacts carefully. 
· I can record information about an artefact
· I can use the artefact to predict what its use is. 

RECAP- What is history? Knowledge organiser. What have we been learning?
KS2 History: The Romans. 1: Society and culture - BBC Teach

Input: 
How do we know about the Roman Empire? Ask children to discuss how are aware of the past? How do we know about the people who lived before us? Once the children have discussed and shared their ideas with the class tread the article The Romans - Humanities History age 8-11 - BBC Bitesize to explain that archaeologists and historians interpret historical artefacts to determine what life would have been like at the time. 

ACTIVITY: 
Archaeological research:  Children to explore the items on their tables.  Explain to the children that when archaeologists dig up the ground, the older something is, the deeper in the ground it will be discovered. 
Children are going to explore some artefacts on their tables. They will discuss the following- 
· What is it? When was it made? Where is it from? What is it made of? Who made it? How was it used? 
Once the children have excavated all the artefacts, ask them to choose one they found interesting to look at more closely. 
In their books, children are to draw a picture of the artefact they have chosen (in the middle) and answer the questions (smartboard). 
Model how you want this to be organised. 

Pupils needing extra support- Choose a simple artefact to record for example: a coin
Pupils working at greater depth: Challenge them to work out the date they think the artefact would have been buried.

	Session 4: Who was in charge of the Roman Empire? 

FOCUS: To understand how the Roman Empire was ruled. 

Success Criteria: 
· I know the Roman Empire was ruled in 3 different ways
· I can explain the difference between a single ruling leader and a republic
· I can debate advantages and disadvantages to the ways in which Rome was ruled. 

V= RECAP- What is history? Knowledge organiser. What have we been learning?

Input:

KS2 History: The Romans. 2: The Roman Empire - BBC Teach
· Julia discovers a coin showing the head of which Roman emperor? (Emperor Trajan)
· What do we call the form of government by kings or queens? (A monarchy)
· What do we call the form of government by 'the people'? (A republic)
· Who marched an army from Gaul to Rome to take power? (Julius Caesar)
· What was the name of the very first emperor of Rome? (Emperor Augustus - formerly Gaius Octavius)
Who was in charge of the Roman Empire? Go through the key questions and key historical skills that will be used to answer those questions. 

Key Vocabulary. Go through the key vocabulary and their definitions. Have any of the children heard of these words before? Did they already know their meanings? 

Who ruled Rome in the early days? Use the PowerPoint to go through the 3 main ruling systems in Rome; Kings, Republic and Emperors. 

ACTIVITY: 
Children to complete the grid outlining the difference between a monarchy, republic and empire. 
Reading comprehension. 

Children needing extra support: 
Children working at greater depth: 

Plenary: 
Mini debate- which is the best
	Session 5: Who was in charge of the Roman Empire? 

FOCUS: To understood why the Roman army was so successful
Success Criteria: 
· I can label the uniform of a soldier 
· I can explain why some equipment was useful

Input: 
Use the PP to introduce the children to the Roman Army up to slide 10. Discuss key qualities the army had which made them successful. 

Activity:
Label the Roman soldier uniform. (5 minutes). LAP to cut and stick vocab. Teacher to do one for the history board. 

Show the children the video link:  
Emphasise the importance of listening carefully because they will need to use this information for the next activity. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kkgjiCKHvoY 

Activity: 
Explaining why equipment used by the army was 
useful to the soldiers. (15 minutes) Verbally. Write notes on flipchart. 


Activity: (Model on the board).

LA/ MA/HA- Create a double page spread detailing the importance of equipment used by the army. Use pre- printed images and the information collected on the flipchart. 

Pupils needs extra support- Less items to label on soldier, less pieces of equipment to explain their use. 

Pupils working at greater depth- children to add facts to roman soldier labels. Children to add extra details to the equipment. 

Plenary 

What was life like in the Roman army? - BBC Bitesize





	Session 6: How powerful was the Roman Army? **LEARNING CHALLENGE WEEK**

FOCUS: To understand the power of the Roman Army. 

Success Criteria: 
· I can recreate a historical artefact (shield as half term homework)
· I can get into formation to represent different army tactics
· I can explain how the Romans were successful with the tactics they used. 


Starter:
Show the children pictures of the Roman army formations. 
How would you describe this? 
What does it look like?
Why do you think they used this method? 

Go through tactics including the wedge, tortoise and the triple line. 

Why do they think these tactics are called this? 


Input: 
Explain to children that they will be using their Roman Shields they made in half term to recreate the Roman formation and battle. 

Ask the children to get into pairs. If they don’t have a shield, they will borrow their partners. One person from each pair will form a group and get into formation. The other person will form  second group and they will attack the army by throwing soft balls and bean bags at the formations. They will then swap over after each formation practice. 

Plenary: Discuss how well the class think each formation tactic protected them. Why do they think these were good tactics and formations? Why did this help the Romans to be powerful? 


Main Activity: 
Back in the classroom, explain to the children that they are going to create an information page about the 3 army tactics the children have practiced today. 

Model writing a description the children can use themselves or use to support writing their own on one of the formations. The children will then need to write the 2 other descriptions on their own. 

Pupils needing extra support: Modelled responses, guided descriptions and key word bank to support descriptions in a given layout. 

Pupils working at greater depth: Can they explain why the tactic was successful and a good tactic for the army to use. 



	Session 7: What events led up to the Roman invasion on Britain?  

FOCUS: To understand why the Romans invaded Britain. 

Success Criteria: 
· To know when invasions on Britain took place
· To know who Claudius is 
· To know why Claudius wanted to invade Britain 

Input: 
Explain to the children that two different Emperors invaded Britain, Julius Caesar and Claudius. 
Ask children to go back to their timeline and find when Julius Caesar invaded Britain. 
When did Claudius invade Britain? 

Explain the Julius Caesar took 2 attempts at invading Britain. His first attempt was unsuccessful and his second he managed to invaded but failed to retain control. 

Claudius invaded nearly 100 years after Caesar. 

Show the children to following clips, stopping and discussing or explaining any events as necessary. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RInq2thavq4  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bh1bHPQhQ0U 

 Explain to the children that the Romans wanted to invade Britain because it was a rich land full of resources that they wanted. Watch the BBC clip about why the Romans invaded. 
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/articles/z9j4kqt

Can they children write on their whiteboards the reasons they invaded? What did they want?  

Activity: 
In History books, the children are going to create a poster giving some of the reasons why the Romans invaded Britain. 

Provide them with the title
Why did the Romans invaded Britain? 
Stick in a picture of a Claudius with a map of Britain in the middle. The children will write reasons around the soldier

Provide the children with the following sentence starters
We invaded Britain because…. 
We invaded Britain so we could…
We invaded Britain because it had… , and we wanted to use it for…. 
The main reason we invaded Britain was because/so 

Pupils needing extra support: Provide them with a poster template with pictures for them to write reasons about. 

Pupils working at greater depth: Independent organisation of their page. 

	Session 8: How did the Roman settlements compare to the Celtic villages? 

FOCUS: To identify similarities and differences between Roman settlements and Celtic villages. 

Success Criteria: 
· I can identify features of a Celtic village 
· I can identify features of a Roman settlement 
· I can find and compare some features that are similar
· I can find and compare features that are different. 

Input: 
Explain to the children that once the Romans had invaded, they began to build towns and cities. Discuss what these towns and cities were like. 

Discuss with the children to key features of a Roman town or city. Provide them with the chance to sketch their own Roman city or town using the statements to support them. (10 minutes) LA- Provide them with a picture of the Roman settlement- Can they label the features? 

Display the sketch of a Roman settlement to the children. What can they identify from the settlement? Have they drawn or built any of these features on their sketch? 

Study the Celtic village image with the children. Ask the children to discuss the questions on the board. 

Celtic or Roman settlement. Ask the children to get a WB and write Roman on one side and Celtic on the other side. Read the statements to the children and ask them to decide whether it is a feature of a Roman settlement or a Celtic settlement. 

Activity: 
Children are to study the images of the Roman and Celtic settlements and compare the similarities and differences. 

Pupils needing extra support- Children to study the images and write down the similarities and differences with question prompts. 

MA- Children to study the images and write down the similarities and differences. 

Pupils working at greater depth- Children are the study the images and write down the similarities and differences, what they can infer and what questions they still have. 

Plenary: Quick fire quiz: 
The Romans built houses out of….
The Celts lived in….
What was in the middle of a Roman settlement? 
What were the roofs of Celtic houses made out of? 
Name a similarity between the settlements. 


	Session 9: Who was Boudicca and why did she take revenge? 

FOCUS: To understand why Boudicca led a rebellion against the Romans.

Success Criteria: 
· I can use historical sources to draw my own interpretation of Boudicca. 
· I can explain the causes and consequences of Boudicca’s revolt in AD 60/61. 
· I can compare and contrast the armies of Boudicca and the Roman General Paulinus.
· I can write a newspaper report about the rebellion. 

Input: 
Draw children back to when we visited The Collection museum and previous lessons. Can anyone remember why the Romans came to Britain and what they had done in Britain so far? Children should recall the development of roads. Previously, land was marshy and boats were used to travel. The Romans had built straight roads for travel. 

Introduce the remember it slide on the PPT. Use it to recap the learning from Roman settlements. Use the quick matching activity to revisit the features of Roman towns with the children.

Tell the children that, today they are going to learn ho some of these towns were destroyed in AD 60/61 when a Celtic Queen led a rebellion against the Romans. 

Why did some Celts not enjoy the Romans presence in Britain? Remind children that in Lincoln, the Celts lived peacefully with the Romans but why might this not be the case everywhere? 

Who was Boudicca? Use the lesson PPT to learn more about the famous Celtic Queen. Read the extract written by Cassius Dio. Ask the children to use the descriptions to draw their own sketch of Boudicca using the portrait sheet. Can children produce a picture based on the historical source evidence. 
SUPPORT: HIGHLIGHT KEY INFORMATION IN THE EXTRACT TO SUPPORT THE LA DRAWING. 

Boudicca’s revolt: Recount the story of the rebelling focusing on the cause- the treatment of Boudicca and her daughters by the Romans and the confiscations of her wealth and Iceni land. How did Boudicca manage to inspire so many Celts to join her cause? How successful was the revolt in the early stages? How did the Romans respond to this threat to their control?

Activity: 
Remind children of the newspaper report they wrote in Literacy about the eruption of Mount Vesuvius. Explain today that the children will write their opening paragraph for a newspaper report. The best written reports will go up on our Roman exhibition that parents and children can view in school. 

Review previous newspaper reports in Literacy and refer back to the structural features and opening. Children to plan their own structural features and opening using a boxing up grid. 

Pupils needing extra support:
LA group working with teacher to create a guided plan. Teacher to write and it to be photocopied into books. 

Pupils working at greater depth: 
Ask the children to write their newspaper from the Celts perspective. They should write their report in favour of the rebellion.  
	**POST SCHOOL TRIP LESSON**

FOCUS: To write a recount of our class trip to Lincoln Castle. 

Success Criteria:
· I can order the events in chronological order. 
· I can use paragraphs to organize my work. 
· I can use time adverbials. 

Input 
Let’s recap our trip. 
Where did we go? 
What did we do? 
What was the best part? 

Whole class story map of the day. Using pictures from the sessions. 

1. Intro 
2. The Roman Soldier 
3. Digging for artefacts 
4. LUNCH 
5. Investigating artefacts
6. Summary 

Activity: 
Children to write a recount of our class trip to Lincoln Castle. 
Make a list of key vocabulary for the working wall. 

Laps: Extra support in forming paragraphs to organize writing. 

Haps: Using adverbial phrases in line with English planning. 
	

	Learning Challenge Week
Debate – Would you rather have lived during Ancient Egyptian times or in the Bronze Age?  Should we open any more tombs? Should we remove artefacts from Ancient Egpyt? 
Building Tutankhamun’s tomb based on what they know was inside. 
Reveal their mummified tomatoes and make detailed observations, perhaps through a sketch?

NEXT TERM: Which river is more important? The River Nile or The River Wytham? 



	Cross Curricular Links
To be completed using essential skills document
ICT
find and select information from digital and online sources, making judgements about accuracy and reliability


	Assessing Pupils Progress and Understanding
An expected pupil will:
Use evidence to ask questions and find answers to questions about the past.
Describe the social, ethnic, cultural or religious diversity of past society.
• Describe the characteristic features of the past, including ideas, beliefs, attitudes and experiences of men, women and children.
Place events, artefacts and historical figures on a time line using dates.
• Understand the concept of change over time, representing this, along with evidence, on a time line.
• Use dates and terms to describe events.
Use appropriate historical vocabulary to communicate.
Use literacy, numeracy and computing skills to a good standard in order to communicate information about the past.
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