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French- Autumn 

	Lesson 1- The Solar System in French
FOCUS: To identify keywords, phrases and ideas from spoken French.
SC:

· I can make predictions about language.

· I can identify cognates and near cognates in English and French.

· I can translate unfamiliar vocabulary using contextual clues.

Starter:

Optional – provide each child with a copy of the Knowledge catcher and ask them to complete it to the best of their ability. Explain that at the end of the unit, they will revisit it, adding more information in a different colour.
Developing language detective skills
Arrange the children into table groups, or groups of four, and provide each group with a large circle of sugar paper and a selection of coloured pens.

Write Le Système solaire on the board and explain that this is a new unit. Ask the children what they think the unit will be about (the Solar System).

On their paper circle, ask children to write as many words as they can (in English) that they would expect to encounter in this unit (e.g. planet, star, sun, orbit).

Take feedback and share each group’s ideas. Encourage the children to borrow any ideas that they had not thought of and to add these to their paper.

Make this exercise competitive, if desired, by awarding points for each word written down and bonus points for words that no other group wrote down.

The words that the children have written down will form the basis of a word bank for use later in the unit.
Main Event: 

Listening detectives
Play the link: European Space Agency - Paxi -The Solar System (select the French version). Make clear to the children that they should not expect to understand everything that they hear. Reassure them that there will be lots of clues to help them.
While watching and listening to the video, ask the children to tick next to any English words on their sugar paper that they think they may have heard in French. The children can also write down any other vocabulary they think they can hear but have yet to write down. Take feedback.
Word banks
Hand out the Activity: Le Système solaire vocabulary (one per group, cut into two pieces).

In their groups, ask the children to:

1. Read out the words, looking for familiar sounds to help their pronunciation.

2. Use language detective skills to match the vocabulary to any English words on their sugar paper.

3. Write the new French vocabulary on their sugar paper next to the English translation to create a bilingual word mat.

4. Add other information and pictures, or research extra vocabulary, to make their word bank eye-catching for a classroom wall display (optional).
Ask children to share their word banks.
Plenary:

Display the presentation and ask the children to name any of the planets that they recognise.
Click to reveal the names of the planets in French and listen to the audio to hear how they are pronounced.
Discuss which names are recognisable through cognates or near cognates (all except la Terre – Earth.)
Explain that la Terre comes from the Latin ‘terra’. Ask the children to think of any words which have ‘terra’ in them (terracotta, territory, territorial, terrain, Mediterranean.)

Explain that the French word terre means earth and land. The French word for England is Angleterre, meaning land of the Angles, early peoples who settled in England. 

Questions:

· Which of the planet names are cognates or near cognates? (All except la Terre.)

· Which planet name is not a cognate or near cognate? (La Terre.)

· La Terre comes from the Latin, ‘terra’ meaning ‘earth’. What other English words have ‘terra’ in them? (Terracotta, territory, territorial, terrain, Mediterranean.)


	Lesson 2- French Sun and Moon metaphors 
FOCUS: To apply knowledge of noun and adjective agreement to create metaphors in French.
Success Criteria:

· I can discover new nouns using a dictionary.

· I can use the correct adjective form to agree with the noun.

· I know where to position adjectives in a sentence.

· I can write a metaphor in French.
Starter:
Display slide 1, which shows a selection of words with accompanying audio buttons, if you wish to use these to support pronunciation. Point to each word and ask the children to decide if it is a noun or adjective. Ask a volunteer to drag and drop each word into the noun or adjective space. Once completed, click the eye symbol to reveal the answers and discuss as a class, clarifying any misconceptions.
Ask the children to identify which of the words means, ‘the Sun’ – le Soleil.
Ask the children to discuss with their partner what the other nouns could mean. The words are all cognates or near cognates, so the children should be able to make educated guesses.
Invite the children to discuss whether any of these other words are like the Sun.  Could they liken the Sun to any of the nouns, e.g. to un ballon  – a ball, or une tomate – a tomato?
Main Event:

Introduction to metaphors in French
Display slide 2 of the Presentation: Le Soleil which shows the phrases:
· Le Soleil est un ballon – The Sun is a ball.

· Le Soleil est une tomate – The Sun is a tomato.
Elicit from the children that these are metaphors and, if necessary, recap what a metaphor is and how it differs from a simile.
With metaphors, one noun is said to be another noun and when writing these in French, each noun keeps its own gender.
Draw the children’s attention to the fact that it is, Le Soleil est un ballon. Un – a, is in the masculine singular form to agree with ballon – ball (see Teacher knowledge for possible misconceptions here). If the metaphor uses a feminine noun, e.g. une tomate, the sentence will read, Le Soleil est une tomate.
Remind the children that une tomate ends in an ‘e’, which is a good indicator that the noun is feminine.
Creating metaphor ideas
Ask the children to think of other nouns that might be used as a metaphor for the Sun. Take feedback and create a quick mind map on the board to display the children’s ideas.

The nouns chosen must use the indefinite article un or une – a/an. Choose volunteers to check the suggestions in the dictionary to find out their genders and write ‘un’ or ‘une’ before the noun as appropriate.

For inspiration, you might wish to share some examples of metaphors for the Sun and Moon in poetry and books. Examples are, ‘Elephant dance – a journey to India’ by Theresa Heine and ‘Six Ways of Looking at the Moon’ by Pie Corbett.
Writing metaphors
The children are going to write their own metaphors. There are three options, depending on a pupil’s language confidence:

1. As in the Attention grabber:

 Le Soleil est + un/une + noun

E.g. Le Soleil est une tomate. – The Sun is a tomato.

 

2. Adding a colour adjective after the noun:

E.g. Le Soleil est une tomate rouge. – The Sun is a red tomato.

 

3. Adding a size adjective before the noun and a colour adjective after the noun:

E.g. Le Soleil est une grande tomate rouge. – The Sun is a big red tomato.

 

Ask the children to choose option 1, 2 or 3 and create their own metaphor poetry about the Sun (le Soleil) or the Moon (la Lune). For an extra challenge, some children may wish to write metaphors about one of the planets in our Solar System.

Provide access to bilingual dictionaries so the children can get adventurous with their vocabulary.

Hand out the Activity: Metaphor model, either to all children or to just those pupils needing extra support.
Ask the children to write a first draft of their metaphor poem.

Once the children have finished their first drafts, carry out a peer assessment and ask children to check for the following in their partner’s work:
· Have they included ‘un/une’?

· If there is a colour adjective, does it go after the noun?

· If there is a size adjective, does it go before the noun?

· Does the adjective agree with the noun?
Ask the class to write up their poems in neat, either inside one of the shapes in the Activity: Le Soleil et la Lune templates, or their own shape, so that it is displayed as a calligram.
Plenary:

Encourage the children to read their poems aloud and listen for the most original metaphors, seeing if the other children can work out what they mean.



	Lesson 3: Comparing planets in French
FOCUS: To make comparisons in French.
Success Criteria:
· I can use a model to help build a phrase.

· I can compare using the language ‘bigger than’ and ‘smaller than’ in French.

· I can compare using the language ‘hotter than’ and ‘colder than’ in French.

Starter: 
Phrase builder challenge
Working in pairs, the children use the Activity: Phrase builder grid to create as many descriptive phrases as possible, remembering the rules on un/une, adjectival position and adjectival agreement, e.g.:
· Un éléphant est un animal. – An elephant is an animal.

· Un éléphant est un animal gris. – An elephant is a grey animal.

· Un éléphant est un grand animal gris.  – An elephant is a big grey animal.
Encourage the children to build the longest sentence that they can.
See Resource: Teacher support – Phrase builder grid answers for possible combinations.

Main Event:
Display slide 1 and read the phrases, or click the audio button for extra support. Click to reveal the translations:
· Voici Neptune. – Here is Neptune.

· C’est une grande planète bleue.  – It is a big, blue planet.

· C’est une planète froide. – It is a cold planet.
Discuss that Neptune is une planète – a planet, which is singular and feminine, and so the adjectives must agree. Grande – big, is an adjective of size and so goes before the noun and bleue – blue, is an adjective of colour and goes after the noun. Introduce the new word, froid(e) – cold.
Display slide 2 and repeat the process for Mercury. Introduce the new word, chaud(e) – hot:

· Voici Mercure. – Here is Mercury.

· C’est une petite planète grise.– It is a little grey planet.

· C’est une planète chaude. – It is a hot planet.
Display slide 3, which introduces the adjectival comparatives:

· Plus grande que – bigger than.

· Plus petite que – smaller than.

· Plus chaude que – hotter than.

· Plus froide que – colder than.
Read the first two sentences, or use the audio buttons. Ask the children to look carefully at the slide to spot the comparative words ‘plus’ and ‘que’. Draw attention to the location of these words, which go on each side of the adjective and translate as ‘more’ and ‘than’. Reveal the translations:
· Neptune est plus grande que Mercure. – Neptune is bigger than Mercury.

· Mercure est plus petite que Neptune. – Mercury is smaller than Neptune.

Read the final two sentences, or use the audio buttons. Discuss the comparisons using plus and que as before:
· Mercure est plus chaude que Neptune. – Mercury is hotter than Neptune.

· Neptune est plus froide que Mercure. – Neptune is colder than Mercury.
Hand out copies of the Activity: Planet information (one between two). In their pairs, the children choose two planets to describe and compare in terms of their size (diameter) and temperature, using the modelled language from the slides to help them.

The children should swap partners several times and choose different planets to describe and compare.

Plenary: 
Hunt the planet – hotter or colder
Use a tennis ball or other object to represent one of the planets. Introduce it with, ‘Voici une planète’ – ‘Here is a planet’.
Ask a volunteer ‘space explorer’ to stand at the front of the class and cover their eyes.

Hide the planet (cachez la planète) somewhere in the classroom and then invite the ‘space explorer’ to search for the planet.
As the ‘space explorer’ moves around the room, the class provide clues by telling the ‘space explorer’ if they are getting plus chaud – hotter (closer) or plus froid – colder (further away).

	Lesson 4: A galaxy guide in French
FOCUS: To develop understanding of the rules of adjectival agreement.
Success Criteria: 
· I can select the correct word to complete a sentence.

· I can justify why I have selected each word.

· I can apply my knowledge of French grammar.

Starter: 

Action adjectives
Please note: The following activity requires the teacher to call out some terms in French. Please see the Presentation: Space exploration key vocabulary and pronunciation in the Teacher knowledge section for support with pronunciation if required.
Call out descriptive words for the children to act out such as:

· Grand – big.

· Petit – little.

· Chaud – hot.

· Froid – cold.
Repeat, but for each adjective add in plus – more and moins – less, e.g.:

· Grand, plus grand, moins grand.
· Petit, plus petit, moins petit.
· Chaud, plus chaud, moins chaud.
· Froid, plus froid, moins froid.
Repeat, but keep adding plus or moins to the adjective to get the children to act out:

· Grand, plus grand, plus grand, plus grand, énorme ! – Big, bigger, bigger, bigger, enormous!

· Plus petit, plus petit, plus petit, encore plus petit, minuscule ! – Smaller, smaller, smaller, even smaller, tiny!

· Chaud, plus chaud, très chaud, moins chaud, moins chaud, froid, plus froid, très froid, glacé ! Hot, hotter, very hot, less hot, less hot, cold, colder, very cold, frozen!

Main Event
Display the presentation, which shows a fact file about the planet Saturn.

Go through the first three sentences as a class. Either read the sentences aloud, or use the audio button if preferred. Discuss the vocabulary as you go through each sentence.

Encourage the children to work out the meaning of loin du – far from, by using the context of the sentence. Reveal the translations for the first three sentences.

Focus on the final sentence, which introduces a new sentence structure:

· C’est une planète froide, parce que c’est loin du Soleil. – It is a cold planet, because it is far from the Sun.

Using the context and other known vocabulary, see if the children can work out:

· The connective parce que – because.

Hand out the Activity: Progressive challenge (one each).

This comprehension activity has three different levels and encourages the children to demonstrate their understanding of adjectival agreement and adjectival placement. The children should aim to work their way through as much of the challenge as they can.

Pupils who complete the first three levels can then make up a gap fill sentence to challenge their peers.

Once completed, ask the children to peer mark their answers. Encourage the children to justify and explain their word choices. You may want to refer to the Resource: Answers – Progressive challenge (teacher copy).

Wrapping Up: 
Display the slide, which shows anagrams linked with the Solar System.
For each word, choose a volunteer to unscramble the anagram while the class counts down in French from dix – ten, to zéro – zero, before calling out, ‘blast off!’ The volunteer must shout out their answer before zéro is reached. Click to reveal the answers when ready.
Alternatively, ask the children to complete this activity in pairs. One child solves an anagram on a whiteboard while their partner counts down from ten, before swapping roles.



	Lesson 5:
FOCUS: To form questions in order to ask for information about alien planets.
Success Criteria: 
· I can adapt a sentence from a model to create a question and answer.

· I can recall and select some key vocabulary from memory.

· I can ask questions and listen to answers in order to draw a picture of a mystery planet.

Starter:
Remind the children of Paxi, the alien from the Link: 'European Space Agency - Paxi - The Solar System' and play again if you wish to/have time.
Explain that Paxi has discovered a whole new solar system.
The children will first practise their listening skills while finding out about the new solar system. Display the Presentation: Alien planets.

Display slide 1. This shows five planets and five audio descriptions. Click on each audio file and ask the children to listen to work out which planet is being described each time. Drag and drop each audio button next to the planet it describes. Click on the eye symbol to reveal the answers alongside the name of each planet.
See Resource: Teacher notes – Alien planets for text and translation.

Main Event:

Display Presentation: Alien planets, slide 2, which shows a flashcard that refers to the alien planet ‘Supron’.

On the flashcard for planet Supron, there are a series of questions (together with an audio button if you need pronunciation support).

Read out the first question, Comment elle s’appelle ?. The children should aim to answer the question with their partner. This question and answer sequence has been covered in Year 3: French, Year 3, French greetings with puppets.
Click to reveal the answer and listen to the audio button if required:

· Question: Comment elle s’appelle ? – What is it called?

· Answer: Elle s’appelle Supron.  It is called Supron.
Repeat for questions two to four. These can be answered with oui – yes or non – no, but encourage the children to answer the question using a full sentence if possible by using the keywords learnt through this unit. Click to reveal the answer and listen to the audio button if required:

· Question: C’est une petite planète ? – Is it a little planet?

· Answer: Non, c’est une grande planète.  –  No, it’s a big planet.

· Question: C’est une planète rouge ?  – Is it a red planet?

· Answer: Non, c’est une planète verte. – No, it’s a green planet.

· Question:  C’est une planète chaude ?  – Is it a hot planet?

· Answer: Oui, c’est une planète chaude. – Yes, it’s a hot planet.
Repeat for the final question, Quelle est la température ? – What is the temperature? This has been covered in Year 4: French, Year 4, French weather and the water cycle.
· Question: Quelle est la température ?  – What is the temperature?

· Answer: Il fait 100 degrés. – It is 100 degrees.
Display slide 3, which shows the alien planet Jupanus. Repeat the activity by reading each question one at a time and allowing the children time to answer the question with their partner. Take feedback and listen to the audio if required.
Arrange the children into pairs and hand out the Activity: Secret planets flashcards (one between two – hand out one page to each member of the pair, face down). One child in the pair will have set A of the flashcards and the other child will have set B. Each set of cards has three ‘secret’ planets.
The children take turns with their partner to ask and answer questions in French about each other’s secret planets, using the modelled questions from slides 2 and 3. E.g.:

· C’est une planète rouge ? – Is it a red planet?

· Non, c’est une planète verte. – No, it is a green planet.
The children should then draw what they think each planet should look like.

Once both children in the pair have each drawn what they think the secret planets look like, the partners reveal their pictures to see how close their drawings were to the originals.

Plenary: 
 Display the slide, which shows all the flashcards. Choose a volunteer to select a planet in secret. The rest of the class should ask questions to try and find out which one their classmate has chosen.
Optional – provide each child with the Quiz – pupil answer sheet and display the Unit quiz (see link: Assessment – French Y5: Space Exploration in French). Read each question aloud and allow the children time to answer. Reveal the answers and ask them to self/peer mark their answer sheets.
If pupils completed the Knowledge catcher in Lesson 1, they can revisit them and add new information in a different colour.


	

	Assessing pupils’ progress and understanding
Pupils with secure understanding indicated by: 
listening to and identifying cognates in French, noticing spelling and pronunciation differences, e.g., planet names.
writing their own metaphors using the model for writing, replacing nouns with original vocabulary, including correct choice of un/une for gender and adding colour adjectives.
forming a factually and grammatically accurate phrase to compare two planets in size or temperature.
selecting or recalling the word needed to fill the gap with general accuracy and being able to explain their choice.
adapting the model text to create an original sentence, including descriptive phrases.
Pupils working at greater depth indicated by: 
demonstrating a greater level of language prediction, with a wider range of English vocabulary on the word mat; applying phonic knowledge and familiar sounds within French words to pronounce new vocabulary with a degree of accuracy.
sourcing vocabulary from a bilingual dictionary and applying rules to agree (changing to feminine form if needed).
giving additional information, including asking for or researching adjectives or using extra information from the fact sheet.
selecting the correct words with confidence, including attempts at spelling familiar and less familiar words with accuracy during the extension task.
using the comparative or explanatory phrases from the previous two lessons; extending vocabulary; choosing and using appropriate nouns/adjectives; and applying appropriate grammar.






Y5 : Space Exploration – in French 


 








le Système solaire                         le Soleil


la Lune                                              la Terre


une planète                                    l’espace


plus ... que                                moins ... que


grand                                                petit


chaud                                                 froid











Vocabulary


 





Developing and applying language detective skills top determine the unit’s key vocabulary. Creating metaphors about the Sun and the Moon in French, paying close attention to noun and adjective agreement. Building longer sentences that compare planets in terms of their size and temperature. Developing comparison language by using ‘because’ to justify. Practising speaking and listening skills to ask and answer questions about alien planets. 





Unit Intention


 





By the end of this unit children will 


 


 


 


 


 


 








Essential Knowledge


 


 


 








Listen to and identify cognates in French, noticing differences with spelling and pronunciation, e.g. for planet names.


Write their own metaphors using a writing model, replacing nouns with original vocabulary.


Make the correct choice of un/une for gender and add colour adjectives when writing.


Form a factually and grammatically accurate phrase to compare two planets in terms of their size or temperature.


Adapt a model text to create an original sentence of their own, including descriptive phrases.


 









