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Essential Knowledge
 
 
 

By the end of this unit, children will demonstrate independently...
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Description automatically generated]By the end of this unit children will be able to:
· Make links between the creation story in Genesis and the concept of suffering.
· Suggest some ideas as to why suffering exists in the world.
· Discuss passages from Genesis that relate to free will, demonstrating an understanding of context.
· Identify different reasons why humans may make choices that cause suffering.
· Relate stories such as Adam and Eve’s choice in Genesis, Jesus’ temptation and concepts from other religions to the theme of human wrongdoing and suffering.
· Draw connections between stories from scripture.
· Understand the different perspectives on suffering and divine intervention presented in these stories from scripture.
· Explain why some people turn to prayer during times of suffering.
· Make connections between teachings about Jesus and how some Christians view and respond to suffering.
· Use scripture and personal responses to support their understanding.

Why is there suffering
Vocabulary
 


Interpreting different sources of wisdom and exploring beliefs to answer the question 'Why there is suffering?'.
contradictory
Fall
free will
suffering
temptation









	Learning Links

	· Describe and make connections between different features of the religions and worldviews they study, discovering more about celebrations, worship, pilgrimages and the rituals which mark important points in life, in order to reflect on their significance.
· Explore and describe a range of beliefs, symbols and actions so that they can understand different ways of life and ways of expressing meaning.
· Observe and consider different dimensions of religion, so that they can explore and show understanding of similarities and differences within and between different religions and worldviews.











Summer term
	 
	 (extra lesson at the end on KAPOW)- writing the worksheet into books rather than sticking it in. Looking at Easter traditions and practices. 
Relate their learning to what they learn from Open the Book Assembly. 
	Lesson 1

Focus: To explain some causes of suffering by exploring scripture and experience.

Success Criteria:  I can describe what suffering means and its impact on humans.
I can make links between the creation story in Genesis and suffering.
I can begin to explore ideas about why there is suffering in the world.

Watch an episode of BBC Newsround or look at a child-friendly newspaper and ask the children to note down the news stories they see while reading or watching. Ask the children to think about whether the news stories are good news or bad news.
Questions
· For any bad news stories, what suffering was caused and to whom?
· Are there generally more good or bad news stories?

Go through the presentation on KAPOW (Lesson 1)
Genesis creation story- remind the children that this creation story is included in Christian, Jewish and Muslim scripture, although it is interpreted slightly differently in the Qur’an. Move through the slides and read the story aloud, pausing between each slide to discuss the following questions:
· What did God create? (Heavens and the Earth, light, sky, dry land, plants, the Sun, Moon, stars, all living creatures and finally, the first humans.)
· What words would you use to describe the world God created? (Answers may include: beautiful, impressive, good, diverse, amazing, essential, perfect, harmonious.)
· Were the things created good things or bad things? (Good.)
Discussion time
Arrange the children into groups of five and provide each group with one copy of the Activity: Discussion with roles. Explain to the children that they are going to discuss the question, ‘Do you agree that the world is good? Why or why not?’ with each person taking a role to facilitate the discussion. Briefly talk through each role and ensure the children understand them.
Ask the children to cut up the role cards below the question and allocate them randomly within their group.
Allow time for the groups to discuss the question, circulating the room and encouraging the children to use the prompts on their role cards to facilitate a balanced discussion.
What is not good?
Hand out the Activity: What is not good? (one each).  Ask the children to record things they think make the world ‘not good’, who these things may impact and how they might make people feel. This could be modelled on screen using the Presentation: What is not good?. Draw out that these things can be referred to as forms of suffering because they cause humans and other living things to suffer, meaning life is unhappy or more difficult.
Freedom over the presentation of their work using the worksheet on Kapow as a guide. 

Key questions- chn could write their responses on flipchart- take a photo and stick in books. 
	Lesson 2-

Focus:  To understand the concept of free will through exploring scripture.

Success Criteria:  To explain what is meant by free will.
To interpret passages from Genesis relating to free will. 
To draw links between the concept of free will and suffering.

Display slide 1 of the Presentation: After creation, read the text from Genesis aloud and ask the children to discuss what Adam might have thought at this point in the story.
Note: the scripture passages in this presentation and the Presentation: The Fall are provided in the Resource: Genesis passages (support – see Print in advance) for any children who might find it difficult to access on the screen.
· What might Adam have thought? (Answers may include: why has God made the tree if he does not want me to eat from it?; I wonder what good and evil are; I am glad there are many trees to eat from.)
Explain that humans being able to make a choice about what they do and do not do is called free will and that many Christian, Jewish and Muslim people believe this story shows that although God created humans, he made them with the ability to think for themselves and make choices, even if they are against what he wants: we have free will rather than being like robots that have to do as instructed.
Discuss:
Why might God have wanted humans to have free will? (Answers may include: if people are free to choose, their love and obedience to God are more meaningful; it shows they choose to follow God’s ways because they want to, not because they have to; by having the choice between right and wrong, people can grow and learn: it could be part of God’s plan for humans to develop morally and spiritually; some might believe that God, being loving and fair, would want His creations to experience freedom; having free will means people are responsible for their actions.)


Create story map including characters thoughts and feelings. 

	Lesson 3: 

Focus: To investigate beliefs about human wrongdoing through religious perspectives.

Success Criteria:  To identify reasons humans make choices that may cause suffering.
To explore the idea of good versus evil in the context of suffering.
To interpret scripture and personal responses relating to human choice and suffering.

Human conscience
Display slide 1 of the Presentation: Human conscience and ensure the children understand the meaning of the word conscience.
Move on to slide 2 and discuss what the image represents, drawing out the following key points:
· The image represents the concept of a moral dilemma or inner conflict.
· The angel and devil serve as symbolic representations of the conscience.
· The angel represents the moral, right or ‘good’ choice.
· The devil represents temptation or the immoral or ‘bad’ choice.
· It is often used to illustrate the struggle between good and evil or right and wrong within a person’s mind.

Hand out the Activity: Beliefs about good and bad and a highlighter to each child. Ask the children to read each information sheet and highlight any reasons for people making choices that may cause suffering that are given in the texts. This could be modelled on screen using the Presentation: Beliefs about good and bad.

Split their page into 4 and summarise how these 4 different viewpoints view people’s sufferings. 
	Lesson 4: 

Focus:  To explore beliefs about suffering and goodness through scripture and personal responses.

Success Criteria:  To interpret stories from scripture.
To consider what the stories of Job and Noah suggest about suffering.
To discuss beliefs about God based on interpretations of the stories.

Display the Presentation: The story of Job. Use slide 1 to explain some of the story’s context to the children by clicking on each image to reveal some information.
Display slide 2 and listen to the audio of the story from the point of view of Job.
Questions
· What do you think will happen? (Answer may include: he will get richer; bad things will happen next; anything could happen; his prayers will be answered.)
· What do you expect the rest of Job’s life will be like? (Answer may include: his whole life will be good; things will change and everything will go wrong; he will give everything away.)
· Why might you expect that? (Answer may include: he will have a good life because he prays and does the right thing; bad things will happen because things always go wrong in stories; he will give everything away because God asks him to.)
Work through the remaining slides to listen to the rest of the story.


Activity:  Talk about how being good or bad can impact suffering in the world.  Video recorded evidence. 
	Lesson 5

Focus:  To explore different beliefs about God’s role in suffering.

Success Criteria:  To identify some reasons people may give for God allowing suffering.
To consider why some people pray as a response to suffering.
To discuss the ways people think about God and suffering thoughtfully.

Display slide 1 of the Presentation: Responses to suffering as a prompt and ask the children what different ways people might respond in times of suffering and why they think people might respond in these ways.
Suggestions may include:
· Ask for help.
· Cry.
· Pray.
· Do good things.
· Talk to others.
· Get angry.
· Look for solutions.
· Read scripture.
Explain that many people who believe in God or a divine power of some kind pray in times of suffering and that they are going to explore this more by reading what some people say about prayer during difficult times. Point out that this is one response to suffering but there are many other things that both people who choose to pray and those who do not may do during their own or others’ suffering.


Discussion on how people respond to suffering. 

Cut out and stick in 3 quotes from the sheet (KAPOW) and write their ideas around it. 
	Lesson 6

Focus: To examine how teachings about Jesus affect some Christian responses to suffering.

Success Criteria:  To explain key teachings about Jesus’ death and resurrection.
To draw connections between these teachings and beliefs about suffering.
To discuss how some Christians respond to suffering in light of beliefs about Jesus.

Remind the children that the New Testament is part of the Christian Bible that recounts Jesus’ life, death and resurrection and contains letters written to members of the early Church. Explain that some Christians read and think about passages from the Old and New Testaments in times of suffering to help them understand and cope with the hard times.
Arrange the children into groups of three and provide each group with one of the sheets from the Activity: Interpreting scripture. Ask the children to read the quote and write their responses to the question in the first box around the quote.
Ask them to swap sheets with another group, read the quote and write their responses to the question in the second box around the quote. Repeat this, swapping sheets and completing the final question box so that children have read and responded to three quotes.
· Ask- How might beliefs about Jesus help some Christians cope with suffering? (For many, Jesus’ resurrection means that humans are saved and can have a relationship with God; most Christians believe that Jesus suffered on the cross, which can help them feel less alone in their suffering; since Jesus experienced human life and suffering, Christians might believe he understands their struggles; some Christians might believe that, like Jesus’ suffering had a purpose, their suffering might also be part of God’s larger plan; the teachings of Jesus, such as those about patience, endurance and hope, might provide comfort and strength during hard times; praying to Jesus in times of suffering may bring comfort, a sense of peace or a feeling of being supported and heard.)


Matching activity- complete on big pieces of flipchart paper with photos for evidence. 
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