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Geography – France
	Key Objectives- 
· locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities.

describe and understand key aspects of: 
· physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 

· human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water 

· Pupils should be taught to use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied.
	Session 1
Focus: To identify the different countries in Europe including France and the UK
Success Criteria

I know Europe is a continent

I can identify Europe on a world map

I can identify France and the UK and some other countries in Europe. 

Looking a map of the world – can we find Europe? How far do we think it goes? Where are the borders?

Table competition – how many countries in Europe can we name? 

List them

Make a list of countries on the board – can we name all 44???
Children to use atlases to label 10 countries in Europe on their map + UK and France. 

 
	Session 2

Focus: To find out key information about the country of France. 

Success Criteria

I can use an atlas to find information 

I can identify France on a map

I can draw the borders of France and identify the countries which it shares borders with

I can locate on a map the following places: 

Paris (capital city)

River – Seine, Rhine and Rhone

Mountain Ranges - Alps, Massif Central and Pyrenees

Using the atlases – locate France. 

Discuss how we locate different features on a map

Rivers 

Mountains ranges

Capital cities
Mark on the map some of the main physical features of France – see success criteria for essentials.
Can children add other main cities and landmarks of France? 

	Session 3
Focus: To find out about England’s landscape and climate
Success Criteria

I can describe the landscapes of England

I can describe the climate of England

I can compare the landscapes of France and England identifying similarities and differences

I can compare the climate of France and England identifying similarities and differences

Look at the website together

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/articles/z7dkhbk
Watch the video and discuss what climate and landscape mean. 

Think about our local environment – what is our local landsacpe like? Use maps to explore the landscape of England. 
Further develop map skills to find different physical features of the land. E.g. hills, mountains, flat land, land below sea level, coastal areas. 

Create a list of the different landscapes we find in our country.

Children to show on a map using a key some of the different physical features of the landscapes they have found in England.

Climate

What do we mean by climate? 

What is the climate like in ENGLAND. How does it different to other areas of the UK? 

Record in books the climate in England. Thinking about the seasons and the time of year we see different weather.  


	Session 4
Focus: To find out about France’s landscape and climate.

Success Criteria

I can describe the different landscapes of France

I can describe the climate in France

Using skills from session 3, apply these skills to finding out about France. 

On a map of France, show their different landscapes as we did for England.

Use atlases and website to help. 

Children to show on a map using a key some of the different physical features of the landscapes they have found in England.

Climate – investigate the climate in different areas of France at different times of the year. 

Use crib sheet to help.
 
	Session 5
Focus: To compare the similarities and differences in the climate and landscape of France and England. 

Success Criteria

I can say what is the same about the two countries with regards to their climate and landscape

I can say what is different about the two countries with regards to their climate and landscape

Using the information found in the last 2 sessions. Create an information page which details the similarities and differences between the two countries.  

Use photographs and crib sheet to help create the information sheet. 


	
	


France





In this unit about France, children will first find out about the continent of Europe, and the countries that form it. They will also look in more detail at France and find out about its landscape, climate and location. There is the opportunity to carry out a detailed fieldwork study of the children’s local area to help them to identify the similarities and differences between a region of France and where they live. Children will also develop their map and atlas skills and practise reading and writing coordinates.  
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Essential Knowledge


 


 


 








By the end of this unit children will know...


 


 


 


 


 


 








Name and locate some European countries. 


Locate France on a map of Europe. 


Locate and name some of the major cities in France.


Find out about human and physical features of France. 


Compare an area of France with the local area of Belton Lane. 


Use a map and atlas.


Read and write coordinates. 
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