
 French- Portraits (describing in French)     

	Lesson 1- 

FOCUS: To begin to understand that adjectives change if the describe a feminine noun. 
Success Criteria:

· I know that the Louvre is a famous art gallery 
· I can see that adjectives change when describing feminine nouns. 
Starter:

This may be your class’s first French lesson since the summer holidays and the children may well be rusty. Get them into their ‘French heads’ by practising some greetings with simple phrases that they learned from ‘French, Year 3, French greetings with puppets, Lesson 1: French greetings’:
Bonjour ! – Hello

Je m’appelle ... – My name is…

Now welcome the children to the Louvre Museum by saying: Bienvenue au Musée du Louvre – Welcome to the Louvre Museum, and play the link: 'Welcome to the Louvre' on VideoLink.

Ask the children if they know what the Louvre is and where it is.

The Louvre Museum is in Paris and used to be a royal palace. Originally, in the 12th and 13th centuries, King Philip II built the Louvre as a fortress to protect Paris. At that time, Normandy was part of the Kingdom of England. However, by 1546, King Francis I, decided to make the building the main residence for the royal family. In 1682, Louis XIV decided to move his household to the Palace of Versailles, which is about 20 kilometres from the centre of Paris. The Louvre palace became a place to display the royal art collections, which included ancient Greek and Roman sculpture. During the French Revolution (1798 -1799), it was decided that the Louvre should be used as a museum to display the nation’s masterpieces. The Louvre Museum is now the largest art museum in the world and an historic monument.  The entrance to the Louvre is a large glass and metal pyramid, which was completed in 1988 and is now a major landmark in the city.

Introduce the children to the words:

l’entrée – the entrance

le musée – the museum

Ask the children what they notice about the sound of these words.  They both have the same sound at the end. 
Write the words on the whiteboard and draw attention to the final ‘e’, which is silent.

Get the children to practice the ée ay sound.

Input: 

Listening and phonics (10 minutes)

Open the link: 'The Louvre' and in the top bar, go to the tab, Explore and then to the tab, Collections. From here you can access the museum’s database, which includes sections on Paintings and Sculpture, and show the children your chosen images.

Try to show the children a mixture of both paintings and statues, and a range of styles.

When pointing to the works of art, use the phrases, c’est un tableau – it’s a painting and, c’est une statue – it’s a statue.

Ask the children what they think these words, tableau and statue, mean. Note that statue is a cognate and they may be able to work out from the context that tableau means a painting.

Write the words on your whiteboard. Ask the children to look closely at the word tableau and work out which letters are making the long ‘o’ sound. Again get the children to practice the eau sound. They might know some other words with this ending – bateau – boat, gâteau – cake, beau – beautiful.

Introduce the words heureux – happy) and sérieux – serious), changing your facial expressions to make clear the meaning of these words.

Ask the children what they think the words mean and then join in saying them. Make sure the children understand that these words are adjectives and that they describe something – the noun.

Guessing game (10 minutes)

Choose four children, two boys and two girls, to come to the front of the class. Point to each child in turn and ask:

Comment tu t’appelles ? – What is  your name?

When the children reply, Je m’appelle ….  – I am called …. , turn to the class and say, as appropriate:

il s’appelle… – he is called…

elle s’appelle… – she is called…

For example:

Il s’appelle Henry (He is Henry)

Elle s’appelle Anika (She is Anika).

Emphasise the il – he and elle  – she.
Ask the class what they think il and elle mean and make sure the class understands that:

Il means he.

Elle means she.

Quietly ask one girl and one boy to look serious and one boy and one girl to look happy.

Arrange the children in a row and say the following phrases, one at a time:

Il est sérieux  he is serious

Elle est sérieuse – she is serious

Il est heureux – he is happy

Elle est heureuse – she is happy

Pause after each phrase to ask the class who you just described, encouraging the children to use the whole sentence c’est…[Henry][Anika], rather than just the name.

Ask the children if they can hear the difference in the words sérieux and sérieuse and heureux and heureuse.

Remind the children that these words are adjectives and describe a noun. Ask the children what noun they think the words are describing (Henry/Anika). Try and draw out from the children themselves that the adjectives sound different depending on whether they are being used to describe a boy or a girl (see Teacher video: The Louvre and adjective agreement).

Explain that in French, the adjective changes depending on whether the noun that it describes is masculine or feminine.

Display the Presentation: Heureux or sérieux.

The Presentation: Heureux or sérieux shows images of people looking happy or serious.

Go through the slides, in turn, asking the children to state for each of the images whether:

Il/elle est sérieux/sérieuse.
Il/elle est heureux/heureuse.

Encourage the children to respond using the full sentence.

The final two slides are not so obvious and may lead to some discussion. The children will need to look for clues.

Pupils needing extra support: Can focus on listening to the teacher and/or their peers using the correct adjectival agreement and the change in pronunciation. They can then repeat each sentence until confident to respond independently.  

Pupils working at greater depth: challenge them to ‘be the teacher’ by using il/elle est heureux/ hereuuse/ serieux/ serieuse- he/she is happy/ serious and challenging their partner to state whether they are correct or incorrect by using vrai or faux (true or false). They then can verify their partners response. 
Plenary:
Display the picture of the Mona Lisa on your interactive whiteboard, using the link: 'Louvre - Mona Lisa'. Make sure you use the full-screen display of the picture.
Ask the children if they recognise the painting and know anything about it.  Explain:

The Mona Lisa is is a very famous portrait painting by Leonardo da Vinci (Léonard de Vinci), who painted it around 1503-1519. It is thought to be a painting of a woman called Lisa Gherardini, who was married to a cloth merchant called Francesco del Giocondo in Florence, Italy. For this reason, the painting is also known as La Gioconda (in Italian) or  La Joconde in French.

The picture is considered to be ‘enigmatic’ (difficult to interpret or understand; mysterious). People cannot agree whether the Mona Lisa is heureuse or sérieuse.
Ask the children what they think and why. You could take a class vote on the matter.

	Lesson 2:

FOCUS: To understand a simple description of hair and eye colour 
Success Criteria:

· I can recognise a picture of someone from a description of their hair and eye colour. 
· I know that most adjective go after the noun in French 
· I know it is common to add ‘s’ to describe a plural noun such as eyes and hair 
Starter:

Display the Presentation: What am I talking about?

Slide 2 shows four images of children with different coloured hair – either chestnut brown or blonde.

Describe the children in order by saying (in French only):

Henri a les cheveux châtains – Henri has chestnut brown hair

Zach a les cheveux blonds – Zach has blond hair

Amara a les cheveux châtains – Amara has chestnut brown hair

Grace a les cheveux blonds – Grace has blond hair 

Ask the children to raise a hand when they have worked out what you are referring to. What do they think the word cheveux means?

Explain that it is the French word for hair but in French, you say ‘the hairs’, plural.

Input: 

Listening (10 minutes)

The Presentation: Les cheveux et les yeux shows images of people with different colour hair and different colour eyes.

1. Go through slides 2 and 3, reading out the descriptive statement below each picture, or playing the audio file:

· Slide 2 – Elle a les cheveux blonds – She has blond hair

· Slide 3 – Elle a les cheveux noirs – She has black hair

Ask the children which word in the sentences has changed (blonds and noirs). Can the children work out what these words mean?  The children may recognise blonds as a cognate and may remember noir from year 3 (see ‘French, Year 3, French adjectives of colour, size and shape, Lesson 1: Colours in French’).
Ask the children why the words have an ‘s’ on the end. Draw out that the adjective needs to agree with the noun (hairs) not only for gender but also because the noun is plural. Explain that most adjectives that describe a plural noun take an ‘s’

 

2. Show slides 4 and 5 and read the sentences or play the audio files:

· Slide 4 – Elle a les cheveux châtains – she has chestnut brown hair.

· Slide 5 – Il a les cheveux châtains – he has chestnut brown hair.

Ask the children which word has changed this time? (Elle to il).

Explain that so far the children have used brun or perhaps marron for brown. Explain that for brown hair, the French use the word châtain, which literally means ‘chestnut’. The plural form for châtain is châtains – it takes an ‘s’ .

Stress that the adjective agrees with the noun, not the subject.

 

3. Show slide 6 and read the sentence or play the audio file:

· Slide 6 – Il a les cheveux roux – he has red/ginger hair

Ask the children what they think roux means. Hopefully, they will work out from the context that it means red or ginger.

Point out that you are saying roux not rouge.
 

4. Have the children noticed where the colour word comes in the sentence?

The children have covered the basics of adjectival position in year 3 (see the unit, ‘French, Year 3, French adjectives of colour, size and shape’.
Adjectives of colour go after the noun in French (whereas adjectives of size follow the same rule as in English, and go before the noun).

So in French we say, He has hairs brown – il a les cheveux châtains.

 

5. Use slide 7 and 8 to look at eye colour.

As before show each slide and read out the sentence or play the audio file:

· Slide 7 – Elle a les yeux bleus – She has blue eyes

· Slide 8 – Il a les yeux marron – He has brown eyes

 

Ask the children what they think les yeux means. They might be able to work it out with the language detective skills as they know the word bleu – blue. If not, indicate to your eyes.

Explain that in French we use marron to describe brown eyes.

Pupils needing extra support: working with an adult, they can identify the correct portrait through the use of actions by the teacher (eg pointing to hair for cheveux’ or colour black for noir).   

Pupils working at greater depth: challenge them to describe a picture independently, ensuring that they use the correct adjectival agreement, eg: les yeux blues- blue eyes. 

Wrapping Up:

Guessing game (10 minutes)

Display slide 9, which shows a variety of portraits.

Describe one of them in terms of hair colour and get the children to call out, in French, the number of the person being described.

For example, you might call out:

Il a les cheveux noirs – he has black hair, and the children should call out huit! (eight).

For some descriptions, there is more than one picture that will match and so you will have to give further information about eye colour as well.

So for example, if you call out, Elle a les cheveux châtains – she has chestnut brown hair, this could be either un (one) or sept (seven). If you then add, et les yeux bleus – and blue eyes or et les yeux marron – and brown eyes, and point to your eyes to make your meaning clear, the children will be able to narrow the answer to one picture.

Repeat or invite confident pupils to describe a picture.

	Lesson 3: 

FOCUS: To create simple descriptive sentences.
Success Criteria:

· I can create a sentence, using word cards, to describe hair and eye colour
· I remember that the adjectives following the noun in French 
· I understand that if the noun is plural, like ‘hairs’ or ‘eyes’ then the adjective becomes plural too
Starter:

Marchez et touchez!  – Walk and touch!

As explained in the Teacher video: Describing people in French, the children should first revise their knowledge of French vocabulary for colours that they learned in year 3 (see ‘French, Year 3, French adjectives of colour, size and shape’):
bleu – blue

rouge – red

jaune – yellow

vert – green

orange – orange

violet – violet

rose – pink

noir – black

blanc – white

marron or brun – brown

 

If practical, get the children to walk around the classroom and when you call out a colour, the children find and touch an object of that colour.

If it is not practical for the children to walk around the classroom, you can do this exercise in a number of other ways, for example:

· The children could each have a collection of coloured pens or pencils or pieces of lego, counters, or stickers and hold up the correct one for the colour you call out.

· The children could find the colour in a book and point to it.

Input 

Listening and speaking
1. Give each child a copy of the Activity: Faces template, which comprises a sheet with six blank faces.

2. Describe in French four different combinations of hair and eye colour. After each description, give the children time to colour in the hair and eyes so the face matches the description you gave.  You can be as imaginative as you want as the real purpose is to get the children to revise and be more confident with their vocabulary. So you could have, for example:

Elle a les cheveux verts et les yeux roses – She has green hair and pink eyes

Il a les cheveux bleus et les yeux jaunes – He has blue hair and yellow eyes

Elle a les cheveux jaunes et les yeux violets – She has yellow hair and violet eyes

Il a les cheveux orange et les yeux rouges – He has orange hair and red eyes

 

If you use orange, you will need to draw the children’s attention that this is a special colour that doesn’t change its ending.

As a challenge, you could say two different colours for hair: Elle a les cheveux roses et violets.

However, do note the special adjectival agreement rule in French when using multiple colour adjectives  (see Teacher knowledge – language points).

 

3. Keep the last two faces free for the children to create their own. This can be done in the following ways:

· If doing in pairs, Pupil A of the pair colours a face with hair and eyes and then describes it to their partner, who listens carefully and colours their sheet accordingly. Then they swap roles so that Pupil B colours and describes what they have drawn and Pupil A listens and colours.

· If doing individually, get each child to create a face and then select a child who then describes their picture to the rest of the class, who must colour one of their remaining faces accordingly. Once done, the children hold up their pictures to be checked. This can be repeated if there is time for the last face.

 

Reading/writing
Explain to the children that they are going to have a go at writing some descriptive sentences in French. Before they begin, remind them of the following points:

1. Adjectives must agree with the noun they describe both in terms of the gender of the noun and whether the noun is singular or plural. The only nouns that the children are using in this lesson are les cheveux and les yeux, both of which are masculine plural.  Remind the children that les cheveux is plural. This sounds funny to us in English, but is logical.

You may want to display the plural forms of the colours:

bleus – blue

rouges – red

jaunes – yellow

verts – green

orange* – orange

violets– violet

roses – pink

noirs – black

blancs – white

marron*  – brown

 

*Notice that orange and marron dos not change – they are’ invariable’ colour adjectives (see Teacher knowledge – language points)

 

2. Adjectives of colour go after the noun that they describe, so we say les cheveux bleus – the hairs blue.

 

3. The word order is:

Il a les cheveux noirs et les yeux bleus –  He has black hair and blue eyes.

 

Individually or in pairs, the children use the Activity: Word cards to create sentences to describe the hair and eye colour combinations of the faces they have made.  The word cards can be cut up and the individual words needed can be selected and ordered correctly before each child writes down the sentences.

Display an example sentence on the board so that the children are reminded of the sentence structure.

For example:

Il a les cheveux noirs et les yeux bleus –  He has black hair and blue eyes.

 

Encourage the children to have a go at writing a sentence without looking at the cards.

If children finish the faces, challenge them to create a sentence to describe a combination of hair and eye colour that is not on their sheet.  They can then draw the face with the correct hair/eye colour to match their description. At the end of the lesson, you can get these children to share their new sentences. This can be a good opportunity to draw attention to the word endings.

Tell children that they can share their sentences with the class at the end of the lesson, and when you do, it’s a good opportunity to draw their attention to the word endings.

Pupils needing extra support: can work in a small adult- supported group with a reduced amount of vocabulary, describing hair or eyes (not both) or using fewer colours. They focus on describing verbally before writing when more confident.   

Pupils working at greater depth: once they have constructed their sentence with the word cards, challenge them to write sentences using multiple colours from memory, ensuring the adjectives agree. 

Plenary: 

Ask the children to share some of their sentences and write some on the board.

Discuss these sentences and ask or draw attention to the following:

· Les cheveux is plural – the hairs.

· The ‘s’ on the end of most of the colour words – ask why it is there and what kind of words these are (adjectives).

· Explain that most words in French add an s at the end to make them plural and the same goes for adjectives

· Explain that some nouns in their plural form don’t take an ‘s’ but instead add eux, like les cheveux, but this doesn’t mean that the adjective also adds eux.

· An adjective does not ‘match’ the noun it describes in the sense that it takes the same ending as the noun, but it must ‘agree’ with the noun, so that it must take the correct ending for that particular adjective to be masculine or feminine, singular or plural.

	Lesson 4: 

FOCUS: To understand simple descriptive sentences. 
Success Criteria:

· I can understand sentences to describe someone’s appearance
· I know some words that describe personality traits 
· I can describe personality traits of my friends 
· I know how to change most adjectives to describe a girl
Starter:

Show slide 2 of the Presentation: Personalities, which presents images of five character friends.

Re-cap the vocabulary for describing hair from ‘French, Year 4, Portraits – describing in French, Lesson 3: Describing people in French’  by describing each of the characters as follows:

Il s’appelle Max. Il a les cheveux noirs – He is called Max. He has black hair.

Elle s’appelle Evelyn. Elle a les cheveux roux  – She is called Evelyn. She has red hair.

Elle s’appelle Nicole. Elle a les cheveux blonds – She is called Nicole. She has blonde hair.

Il s’appelle Pascal. Il a les cheveux châtains  – He is called Pascal. He has chestnut brown hair.

Elle s’appelle Sophie. Elle a les cheveux blonds – She is called Sophie. She has blonde hair.

 
Use the key questions to remind the children about:

· The word, les cheveux – hair, which is masculine and plural (literally, the hairs).

· The need for an adjective to agree with the noun that it describes both in terms of gender and number.

· The position of the colour adjective, which comes after the noun.

 

 

Key questions
· What is the French word for hair? (les cheveux).

· Is the word, les cheveux masculine or feminine, singular or plural? (Masculine plural).

· What do you need to do to an adjective to make it agree with les cheveux? (Make sure the adjective is in a masculine, plural form).

· Where do you put a colour adjective in a sentence? (After the noun).

Input:

Listening and speaking
Continue with slide 2 of the Presentation: Personalities.
Go through the group of friends, revising grand and petit from Year 3 and the colours. Describe each character on the slide and ask pupils to work out which one you are describing – how did they know?

Max est bleu. Il est grand.  – Max is blue. He is big.

Nicole est verte. Elle est grande. – Nicole is green. She is big.

 

Ask the children if they can hear how the last word changes: vert and verte; grand and grande. Can they suggest why? (Nicole is a girl and verte and grande are adjectives so must agree with the noun being described (Nicole) in terms of gender and number – feminine singular).

Compare this to sérieux/sérieuse and heureux/heureuse from lesson 1 (see ‘French, Year 4, Portraits – describing in French, Lesson 1: Portraits – getting adjectives to agree’).
Now give an example with petit:

Pascal est violet. Il est petit. Pascal is violet. He is little.

Evelyn est orange. Elle est ? – Evelyn is orange. She is ?

 

See if the children can fill in the missing word – petite
Evelyn est orange. Elle est petite.  – Evelyn is orange. She is little.

 

Ask the children to turn to their partner and try to describe her Sophie:

Sophie est rose. Elle est grande. – Sophie is pink. She is big.

 

Use slide 3 to introduce some character description words, using mimes and the images to help:

poli–polie – polite

fort – forte  – strong

sportif – sportive – sport

travailleur – travailleuse – hardworking

heureux  – heureuse – happy

 

The children will already be familiar with heureux – heureuse and may recognise some cognates and near cognates: poli, fort, sportif.

Draw the children’s attention to the different feminine forms.

Slide 4 shows each of the five characters again, with one of the character icons assigned to them. Go through the characters in turn. The children are given the name of the character and two options for the character description – the masculine and the feminine singular adjective.

Ask the children to predict which is the correct adjective form. As you click the mouse once, the incorrect adjective form will disappear. As you click the mouse a second time, the correct form of the adjective will spin. Use the following order:

Pascal est poli – Pascal is polite.

Evelyn est heureuse – Evelyn is happy.

Sophie est travailleuse – Sophie is hard working.

Nicole est forte – Nicole is strong.

Max est sportif – Max is sporty.

 

Quiz
Arrange the children into table teams. Display slide 5 of the Presentation: Personalities, which is a repeat of slide 2, and ask questions such as:

Qui est bleu? – who is blue? (Max)

Qui a les cheveux blonds? – who has blond hair? (Sophie and Nicole)

Qui est petit? – who is little? (Pascal)

Qui est petite? – who is little? (Nicole)

Qui est sportive? – who is sporty? (Max)

Qui est heureuse? – who is happy? (Evelyn)

 The first team to answer correctly wins a point.

The children have to answer from their memory but if they are finding this too hard, use slide 4 so the children can use the visual clues.

Pupils needing extra support: working in small groups, children can focus on just selecting one or two characteristics when describing a friend. If possible, they can work with an adults to create and rehearse their sentence about one of their classmates. 

Pupils working at greater depth: challenge them to extend their ideas to describe their friend taking into account both their appearance and as many characteristics as they can. To firther practise pronunciation and accuracy, they can present their description to the class. 

Plenary: 

Ask the children to describe one of their friends using a similar sentence to the ones used for the group of friends and to add their friend’s name using the following structure, which you could write on the board:

Il/elle est sportif/sportive. Il/elle s’appelle …. – He/she is sporty. His/her name is….

Il/elle est fort/forte. Il/elle s’appelle ….– He/she is strong. His/her name is….

Il/elle est heureux/heureuse. Il/elle s’appelle ….  – He/she is happy. His/her name is….

Il/elle est travailleur/travailleuse. Il/elle s’appelle ….  – He/she is hard working. His/her name is….

Il/elle est poli/polie. Il/elle s’appelle …. – He/she is polite. His/her name is….

 

Pay particular attention to pupils’ pronunciation of the endings of the adjectives.

You could extend this to include hair and eye colour if you have time.  For example:

Il a les cheveux noirs et il est poli. Il s’appelle…
Elle a les cheveux châtains et elle est sportive. Elle s’appelle …
 

You could even ask the children to give two characteristics, for example:

Il est travailleur et poli. – He is hardworking and polite.

Elle est heureuse et forte – She is happy and strong.

	Lesson 5: 

FOCUS: To write descriptive sentences

Success Criteria:

· I can write simple sentences to describe my friend using the phrases il/elle a and ill/elle est
· I know how make the adjectives agree with the noun. 
Starter:

Red herrings cards
This game is visual and dynamic and a great way to revise word order in a sentence and focus on adjective endings.

1. Print the Activity: Red herrings word cards and the Activity: French friends pictures cut up and hand out cards so that each child has at least one card. There are 37 cards in total so some pupils may have more than one card.

2. Explain to the children that you are going to say a sentence and anyone who has a text card that matches a word in the sentence, and anyone with a picture card that matches the sentence, should go up to the front. The children will then arrange themselves in the right order, so that when they hold up their cards they form a human sentence, with the correct picture card at the end.

3. Explain to the children that you have given some people some red herring (trick) cards so they have to listen and look at the text carefully.

4. Here are some examples of sentences to use:

Max est grand. Max is tall.

Max est bleu. Max is blue.

Max a les cheveux noirs.

Evelyn est petite. Evelyn is small.

Evelyn est  orange. Evelyn is orange.

Elle a les cheveux roux. She has red hair.

Nicole est grande. Nicole is tall.

Nicole a les cheveux blonds. Nicole has blond hair.

Nicole est verte. Nicole is green.

Sophie est grande et elle as les cheveux blonds. Sophie is tall and she has blond hair.

Elle est grande et rose. She is tall and pink.

Pascal est violet et il a les cheveux châtains. Pascal is violet and he has brown hair.

Il est petit. He is small.

 

5. If someone comes to the front with the wrong card (for example grand instead of grande) ask the class which is the right card and why and who has the wrong card and needs to sit down.

6. Once a card has been used, it is handed to another child in the class to be reused with a new sentence.

7. Play this game as many times as you have time for, and during the week.

Input: 

Writing
1. Put the children into pairs and give each pair a copy of the  Activity: Key vocabulary word mat, which will help them to scaffold the sentences they are going to write.

2. Ask the children each to draw a simple portrait of a person.  Depending on the circumstances, this could be their partner, someone in the class, a friend, a character from a book or a made up character. and to write as many sentences as they can to describe this person, using the Activity: Key vocabulary word mat for support. The children should work individually in their pairs but can support each other and discuss if they need to.

3. Challenge your more able children to write sentences without using the scaffold support of the Activity: Key vocabulary word mat.

4. As an extra challenge the children could look up some additional character words (perhaps some they have found during the week if you have followed During the week from ‘French, Year 4, Portraits – describing in French, Lesson 4: Describing personality traits in French’.
Pupils needing extra support: work in a group with an adult as a scribe, using the scaffold and the unit Knowledge organiser for support. 

Pupils working at greater depth: challenge them to focus on writing their character description without the support of the scaffold. They can self- assess against the scaffold and unit Knowledge Organiser and correct any errors. Some may wish to present their description to the class. 

Plenary:

Invite some of the children to come to the front of the class and show their portrait and share their sentences.
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This unit is about describing someone’s appearance, including eye and hair colour and characteristics about how happy or serious they are. The unit teaches the position of adjectives in a sentence about how the adjective changes to ‘agree’ with the noun it describes (masculine, feminine, singular, plural). Starting with the subject of painting and the Louvre in Paris to build cultural awareness, the children complete the unit by writing a description of one of their friends in French. 
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understand that adjectives change depending on whether they are describing a boy or girl, for example: serieix and serieuse. 


Correctly identify a person from a description of their hair and eye colour. 


Place word cards in the correct order, with the adjectives following the noun. 


Give a spoken sentence to describe a friend. 


Write four sentences accurately with the correct adjectival, agreement, helped by  support sheet. 
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