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 Music- Changes in pitch, tempo and 

dynamics- Rivers themes.   

	Lesson 1- 

FOCUS: To sing in two parts using expression and dynamics. 
Success Criteria: 

· I can hold my own part 
· I can sing accurately 

· I can sing with expression 

· I can add relevant dynamics to my singing. 
Starter: 
Show the pupils video clip ‘River video; 
https://www.youtube-nocookie.com/embed/oTPYTrFbTbo?autoplay=1&iv_load_policy=3&loop=1&modestbranding=1&playlist=oTPYTrFbTbo
Ask the pupils if they can think of any songs which mention rivers or have them in their titles. Encourage the children to sing or him these to each other. Here are some examples if they get stuck.
· ‘Cry Me A River’ – Justin Timberlake

· ‘Moon River’ – Andy Williams

· ‘River of Time’ – The Judds

· ‘Ghost’ – Ella Henderson

· ‘Rivers of Babylon’ – Boney M

· ‘Hold Back the River’ – James Bay

· ‘River Deep Mountain High’ – Ike and Tina Tuner

Input: 
Pupils will be singing and performing ‘The river I flowing’ with more than one part. Use slide 2 of presentation to play the audio. 

Teach the children the tunes by playing the first sections of the song and repeating it. There is lots of repetition in the tune and lyrics. 
Split the class into two groups to have a go at singing this song in a ‘round’ (one groups starts and the other comes in a while after). 

Use slide 3 to play backing tune. 

The first group sing from beginning and the second group begin when they get to Mother carry me. This can be tricky so encourage groups to look and listen to other people from their own group to help keep focus. 

Play the audio file The singing river harmony. You will hear another simplistic line which has different notes. Have a go at only singing the harmony line. 

Split your group into two again. One group singing the tune and the other joining in with the harmony when appropriate. 

Try splitting the class into 3- higher ability singers singing the higher line. Use audio file The singing river tune and harmony. 

Discuss with class what they think appropriate dynamics (volume) would be for each section and what else could be done to enhance the performance listening and not shouting. 

Plenary: 
Perform and record performance. 
	Lesson 2-
FOCUS: To recognise key elements of music. 
Success Criteria: 

· I can identify the dynamics in the piece 
· I can express my opinion of the music and explain why 
· I can identify the moos of the music. 
Starter: 

Explore river landforms resource. The children have already learned about rivers and should be able to describe and explain key features and how they form. 

Use the flip chart from our Topic lessons to recap each section. 

Input: 

During this lesson, the pupils will be identifying the key elements of a piece of classical music. They will be expected to give an opinion on the music and answer questions using musical vocabulary. 

Use Presentation The listening river to play audio file The Moldau 

Can the children work out which section of the river each part refers to. 
Ask the children to discuss with a partner which part of the river they thought the section represented, then complete the listening questions on Lesson 2 Listening Activity resource. 

Put the children into groups of 3-4. Play each part of the music and ask them to fill out the relevant sections of the resource justifying their choices. 

Plenary: 

Ask the children to share their responses. Encourage the use of musical vocabulary. If you have time play the whole piece of music again and see if they can identify the different parts. 

	Lesson 3- 

FOCUS: To perform a vocal ostinato.

Success Criteria: 

· I know what an ostinato is and when it might be used

· I sing my vocal ostinato in time 

· I can listen for my cue so I know when to start 

· I can offer suggestions to improve my work

Starter: 

Have a go at some physical and vocal warm up from the activity resource and get the children ready to use their voices. 

Input: 

The children will be learning about the ostinato- this is simply the music name for a repeated pattern or phrase. In pop music, it is referred to as a riff and in techno/ dance music it is called a loop. They are all the same thing- a pattern of notes or rhythm which gets repeated over and over. 

Use slide 2 of presentation: The repeating river to play the first 30 seconds. 

· Stand by me by Ben E King 

· Black Horse and The Cherry Tree by KT Tunstall 

Ask children what they have in common. Encourage them to think about patterns. Each song has something repeated over and over; an ostinato. 

The children use four different vocal ostinatos to create a piece to represent the river’s journey. You can either do this as a whole class or split the pupils into groups and they can use the four ostinatos within their group.

These are the four ostinatos they will use:

Kshhhhhhhhhhhhhh        Kshhhhhhhhhhhhhh

Splish            Splash           Splish            Splash

Bub-bl-ing and spark-l-ing           Bub-bl-ing and spark-l-ing

Chh     chh       chhh   chhh          Chh     chh        chhh  chhh

Use Slide 3 and 4 of Presentation: The repeating river to show the children the ostinatos.

Sing each of these as a class, starting with Kshhhhh, making sure they hold the note for a full four counts.

Then go through the other three ostinatos as a class.

Next you need to layer them:

Say them in the same order as they are listed, performing each ostinato twice before the next layer joins in to perform in a round.

You can either split them into four groups to perform this as a class, or, have them try these in groups of four, with each child performing a different ostinato in their group.

Get them next to think about and suggest how to create an ending to the ostinato: They could just stop after the last line has been repeated twice; they could all keep playing and just get quieter and quieter; each line could stop one at a time.

Plenary: 

Perform the vocal ostinatos- either in groups or as a class and give feedback related to the success criteria. 
	Lesson 4: 

FOCUS: To create and perform an ostinato. 
Success Criteria: 

· I can create a simple ostinato 

· I can play my ostinato in time

Starter: 

The pupils match the vocabulary in the Word Matching Game in groups of three or four. Feedback answers as a class. 

Input: 

The children use percussion instruments instead of their voices to create rhythmic ostinatos, to build the image of a river.

Working in pairs, the children decide which part of the river they want to represent:

· The upper course – small, fast flowing with waterfalls

· The middle course – much steadier and slower flowing

· The lower course – fast but much deeper

The children develop a rhythmA regular repeated pattern of sound to represent their section of the river (initially they can clap it or tap this on a table).

If they’re struggling to think of something independently, get them to come up with a sentence and then use that, eg: the upper course is very fast flowing.

The pupils then practise the rhythmA regular repeated pattern of sound so it becomes an ostinatoA musical phrase or rhythm that is repeated continuously before choosing an appropriate percussion instrument to use and rehearse on.

The children should write down their rhythms, preferably in musical notationSymbols used to represent music played with instruments or sung by the human voice…, but if not, using symbols and words.

Plenary: 

Pupils to perform ostinatos to the class. Get the pairs who have all chosen the same section to play their ostinatos together. Collect in the written recordings of their rhythm to be use in lesson 5. 

	Lesson 5: 

FOCUS: To improve and perform a piece of music based around ostinatos. 

Success Criteria: 

· I can improve my piece so it sounds more like a river. 

· I can take on board suggestions from others in my group

· I can perform my composed piece using dynamics and tempo change. 

Starter

Give pupils their percussive ostinato notes from Lesson 4 so they can recap. 

Get children to stand in groups according to their sections of the river they represent. Spilt children into new groups so each person represent a different part of the river ie 2 x lower course, 2 x middle course, 2 x upper course. 
Input: 

Children are to refine and improve their ostinatos so that it depicts the journey of a river from start to finish. The children use all the same instruments and ideas from the previous lesson by with less input and support. 

Children can add their vocal ostinatos from lesson 3 to add texture to their piece. 

Use the performing planning sheet ask the children to think and decide about: 

· Which ostinatos they want to use in each section 

· How they will be played 

· How many ostinatos they will use in each section

· If they want them to all start together or separately. 

The children will need time to practise and refine their work. 

Plenary: 

Pupils to perform their final piece which should be recorded. 
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make links between the course of a river and music as they sing about a flowing river in rounds, adding a harmony line. 


learn about an ostinato and how to recognise them in different types of music. 


perform vocal ostinatos to represent stages of a river.


use contrasting features of the different stages of a river for inspiration. 


compose percussive ostinatos. 


finesse and perform ostinatos in groups experimenting with layering sounds. 
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Children will learn to listen to changes in pitch, tempo and dynamics and relate it to something tangible and familiar. They will link their geography learning and represent different stages of a river through vocal and percussive ostinatos to create a group performance. 








Music Year 4


 












