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Year 6- Autumn term Art
 

Essential Knowledge
 
 
 

By the end of this unit, children will demonstrate independently...
 
 
 
 
 
 





· That they know gestural and expressive ways to make marks. 
· That they know the effects different materials make. 
· That they know the effects created when drawing on different surfaces. 
· To use symbolism as a way to create imagery. 
· To combine imagery into unique compositions. 
· How to achieve the tonal technique called chiaroscuro. 
· How to make handmade tools to draw with. 
· How to use charcoal to create chiaroscuro effects. 
· They will demonstrate a knowledge of artists. 






Vocabulary
 

Aesthetic, audience, character traits, chiaroscuro, commissioned, composition, expressive, graffiti, guerilla, imagery, impact, interpretation, mark making, maya, mayan, mural, representative, symbol technique, tonal, tone

Drawing: Make my voice heard

	Learning Links

	Drawing: I need space. 



Autumn termThis unit focuses on developing pupils’ skills in using different art styles, exploring effects with tools, understanding and applying chiaroscuro, and creating symbolic and expressive drawings. It encourages children to form their own opinions about art, understand the impact of techniques and convey messages through their artwork. Use this unit hub to inform your medium term plan and navigate to related resources. 

	 Key objectives: 
· To collect  good range of imagery, adding annotated notes and sketches. 
· To make relevant comparisons between different styles of art. 
· To use tools effectively to explore a range of effects. 
· To respond to the meaning of a spirit animal through drawing. 
· To generate symbols that reflect their likes and dislikes with little support. 
· To create a tile that is full of pattern, symbol and colours that represents themselves. 
· To discuss ideas to create light and dark through drawing techniques 
· Explain the term chiaroscuro
· Apply chiaroscuro to create light and for thr0ugh a tonal drawing. 
· To understand the impact of using techniques for effect. 
· To participate in a discussion that examines the similarities and differences between different styles of art. 
· To form their own opinions about what art is, justifying their ideas. 
· To identify a cause and decide what message they want to convey. 
· To understand artist’s choices to convey a message. 
· To review a sketchbook and creative work to develop a drawn image. To review and revisit ideas to develop their work. 
	Lesson 1 

Focus: To explore expressive drawing techniques. 

Success Criteria: 
· I can collect information to identify the key features of Maya art. 
· I can explore mark making using a range of handmade tools
· I can make comparisons between different artworks. 
Starter: 
Show the class a painting by artist Diego Rivera using the link: Diego Rivera without revealing his name or where he was from. 

Click on the image to increase the size to view it. 
Discuss the painting as a class using the following questions to support the conversation if needed: 
· What can you see? 
· What do you link about it? 
· How do you think it was created? 
· What do you think inspired this artist? 
Tell the children that this drawing and painting was created by a Mexican artist, Diego Rivera. 
Ask if any of the children’s ideas have changed or developed now they know he is from Mexico. Some may make the Maya link to this area and notice the influence of this in his work. 

Display the presentation Artist inspiration to share further background information about the artist. This can also be an opportunity for the children to collect key facts about the artist in their sketchbooks. 

Main task: 
Divide this part of the lesson between the following two activities: 
Sketchbook research 
Explain to the children that they are going to create a research page in their sketchbook to gather imagery, pattern and colour ideas from Maya art- just as Rivera may have done. 
Provide a selection of the images printed from the activity on Kapow- Maya images. 
Ask the children to look at these closely and select images that appeal to them. 
The children can stick images into their sketchbooks and annotate, noting what they see but also what they wonder about. 
Ask the children to draw some of the patterns and imagery from the pictures. Challenge them to identify the main colours used and colour of paint mini swatches to record them. 

Mark Making 
Children either create their own handmade tools or choose from a pre-prepared selection. 
Working in sketchbooks, on larger sheets of paper or a combination of the two, invite the children to try out different tools to explore the marks they can make. 
They can stick some of the patterns and symbols they have collected into their sketchbooks to draw. 
If possible, extend this to making marks on different surfaces such as in mud outside, or on clay. These outcomes can be photographed and added to sketchbooks. 
If time allows, this can be extended further by experimenting with how the tools are used with the ideas suggested in the teacher video. 

Plenary: 
Display slide 3 and ask the children to consider the similarities and differences between the work of this artist and that of Diego Rivera. 
Some suggestions may be: 
· They both feature symbols, colours and similar patterns. 
· They both look like they have taken inspiration from Mayan art. 
· Both pieces of art are murals. 
· Rueda’s work is more modern. 
If not already suggested, tell the children that both artists are Mexican and were inspired by the imagery from their Mexican culture, including the Maya Civilisation. The work of both artists is often large-scale and usually painted on surfaces like walls. 

Explain that Farid Rueda is known as a street artist. Ask: 
· What do you think being a street artist means? 
· Do you think Diego Rovera was a street artist? Why? Why not?
· How is street art different to other forms of art? 
	Lesson 2

Focus: To consider how symbolism in art can convey meaning. 

Success criteria: 
· I can draw my Maya spirit companion and consider its meaning
· I can generate a range of symbols, patterns and colours that represent me. 
· I can take inspiration from an artist’s style. 
Starter: Display the presentation Maya Symbols
Use slides 1-2 to explain how both ancient and modern Maya believe they have a spirit or animal companion based on when they were born/ These describe a person’s character traits and indicate jobs suited to that character. 

Provide the children with the activity Find your Maya spirit companion and show slides 3-4 of the presentation Maya symbols. 
Ask them to read through the description of each of the 20 characters. They should start identifying Wayobs that best fit their personality or interests and then narrow it down to just one. 
Alternatively, specialist, Maya websites can find Maya spirit companions by selecting an individual’s birthday, which provides a true Wayob. If this method is used, it would be advisable to identify each child’s way before the lesson. 
When the children have identified their Wayob symbol ask them to draw it in their sketchbooks and either shade or colour that. Ask them to add the traits their symbols suggest they have and what jobs they might be good at. 

Main task: 
Display slide 5 of the prestation and look at the artwork by Dan Fenelon called ‘A walk in the Sun’. 
Give the children time to look at it and discuss what they can see with their friends. 
Explain that Fenelson’s work reflects how he is inspired by Maya art and interprets this using his own modern style. Within his canvas, he fills the space with patterns, colours and symbols that interest him to create with aesthetically pleasing piece of art. 

Discuss the meaning of the word ‘aesthetic’ if any children are unsure. 
Ask the children to think about what other symbols could represent them. Encourage them to talk with their peers to help generate ideas and record them in sketchbooks. 
Show them the pupil video Art using symbols and explain to the children that they are going to create a drawing filled with patterns inspired by those found in maya art, as well as their spirit companion and any other symbols they have thought of. 

In sketchbooks ask the children to draw a square approximately 15cm x 15cm as shown in the video. 

Encourage the children to draw in a way that pleases them, selecting tools and materials they enjoy using, allowing them to add a personal style to their work. They may wish to use a drawing technique they enjoyed from lesson 1. 
They can add colour using pencils or paints. Children can use charcoal or black fineliner pens to highlight the lines and shapes of their drawings. 

Plenary: 
Ask the children to walk around the classroom and look at the completed tiles, paying attention to the symbols chosen. 
If children are unaware of who completed which piece, ask them to identify who they think they belong to and why. 

If the children know each other’s work, ask them to notice if there is any symbol in the tile that tells them something about the person they did not already know. 
If there is time, refer to Dan Fenelon’s art on slide 5 of the presentation. 
Explain that his work has sometimes been described as having a graffiti style. Find out what the children’s current understanding of this term is and why they think this has been used to described Fenelon’s work. 
	Lesson 3 
Focus: To apply understanding of the drawing technique chiaroscuro
Success Criteria: 
· I can discuss the effect of light and dark on an object and consider how to draw it. 
· I can explain the term Chiaroscuro and understand how it can be used for effect. 
· I can create form by applying chiaroscuro to a tonal drawing. 
Starter:
Make the classroom as dark as possible, turning off the lights and closing the blinds. 
Either in the centre or front of the room, place the object on a stool or table, raised above the children’s eye level so the class get a clear view. 
Light the object with the lamp from one side. 
Ask the children: 
· What do you see? 
· How would you draw what you can see onto paper? 
· What techniques would you use? 
Share ideas as a class. 
Display the presentation Chiaroscuro 
Say the word to the children, ask them to say it and ask them to write it down in their sketchbooks. 
Use the slides to find out more about this art technique and to look at the examples. 
Ask them to add a short explanation under the word in their sketchbooks. 
Main task: 
Show the pupil video Light and dark or model the drawing activity for the children. 

Hand out the Maya calendar names worksheet from the KAPOW website and ask the children to choose a word from this list. 
Using masking tape, which can be cut or ripped, the children should mark out this c hosen word on the page. This creates a ‘positive’ white space under the masking tape. 
Ask the children to cover the ‘negative’ space (the background behind the word) in an even layer of black charcoal. Any dust created should be carefully shaken into a bin or scrap paper. 
The children should use a rubber to remove the charcoal from the edges of the word. Imagining that the word is in three-dimensional form, ask them to consider where the light will still be able to reach. Removing the charcoal on the same side of each letter is the most effective. 
The children should carefully remove the masking tape. Ask them to step back from their word to consider if it looks like an object rather than a flat word. They can use charcoal to make areas darker or rub out more. Make the children aware of their dirty fingers touching the white areas when they are working. 
PlenaryL 
Display a photograph of a maya varved head on slide 8 of the presentation. Ask the children to look carefully at the image and ask: 
· Does this image use chiaroscuro? 
· How would you describe this image? Is it just black and white? 
On slide 9, the same image is displayed twice. On the right, the image has been simplified into basic tones. Ask what impact does a tonal image have and why is it effective. 
Show slide 10 and ask whether the children can think of examples of art where this style might be used? 

	Lesson 4

Focus: To evaluate the context and intention of street art. 

Success Criteria: 
· I can discuss the similarities and differences between art styles. 
· I can discuss ideas about ‘what art is’ or ‘should be’ and justify choices. 
· I can identify something I feel strongly about and consider how to represent it through a drawing. 
Starter: 
Display the presentation Street art. Ask the children to discuss in pairs or groups how these two images are the same and different and then share ideas as a class. 
Similarities could be: 
· They both use symbols/ simple images
· Colour choices
· Similar patterns 
· Drawn on walls, not canvases. 
Differences could be: 
· The age
· Materials used. 
Ask the children how they would describe these two images. Note the words they use on the whiteboard or a flipchart. 
They ay use the term ‘graffiti’ artwork that is created in a public space, typically without official permission. If they have not suggested it, prompt them by asking: 
· Are either of these graffiti? Why do you think that? 
· Why is Maya wall painting not graffiti? Or is it> 
Use this to spark further discussion around street art. Display slides 2 and 3 that include some example images and some of the following questions: 
· Should you graffiti? 
· Does graffiti represent all street art? 
· Is it graffiti if an artist is commissioned? 
· Why do you think these artists chose to produce their art this way?
· Does all street art communicate a message? 
· Why do you think street art is used to express opinions, thoughts and ideas? 
· Why do you think they have chosen to create their art in that specific place? 
Display slide 4 and read the statements. Ask the children to discuss in pairs how they would organise them into a diamond shape, reflecting how important each statement is, based on their ideas about what art is. 

Take feedback and drag and drop the statements to organise them. 

Main task: 
Display slide 5 and ask the children to consider something that they feel passionate about. This could be an environmental issue, a charity, something local or something in school. 
Ask the question shown: How can you make your voice heard? 
Encourage the children to discuss this question in small groups, using sketchbooks to jot down ideas. 

Play the pupil video Inspiration illustrating the different techniques the children learned about and tried. 
Give the children time to discuss in pairs or small groups what they enjoyed from the previous lessons. 
In sketchbooks, ask the children to begin to think about how they could create a powerful drawn image to shut about their passion, cause or issue. 
Prompt by asking: 
· Will it have bold colours? If so, what will these be? 
· Will you include symbols to express meaning? 
· Will you image draw inspiration from a particular style? Like patterns from the Maya or another artist we have looked at? 
· Will it include dramatic light and dark? 
· Will it be tonal and just use one colour? 
By the end of the lesson, ensure the children have decided what they want their image to be about and have made notes and sketches. This could be in the form of a mindmap at this stage to begin generating their ideas. 

Plenary: 
Ask the children to consider where they could display their artr and who their intended audience might be. Discuss this as a class or ask them to record their thoughts in their sketchbooks, explaining their choices. 
	Lesson 5

Focus: To apply an understanding of impact and effect to create a powerful image. 

Success Criteria: 
· I can analyse how an artist conveys a message
· I can use my  creative work to develop an idea, applying drawing techniques for visual impact and effect. 
· I can work independently, revisiting and reviewing my work to develop it. 
Starter: Display the presentation Make my voice heard 
Ask the children what they think the painting is about before explaining the Guernica is a famous and impactful painting by the Spanish artist Pablo Picasso, which contains a powerful message of protest. 
He created it in reaction to the bombing of the village of Guernica by the Spanish government, which killed my innocent civilians. 
Ask the children what they can see. 
Their suggestions might include the painting in tones using just black, white and grey. Ask them why that might be. 
They may notice certain aspects of the painting such as the bull or the sword. Explain how Picasso has used symbols to represent meaning such as: 
· The faces are pictured in shock, showing the horror of war. 
· The broken sword may represent the futility of any attempt to fight back against aerial bombing. A hand-held light shows that the bombing was done at night. 
· A bull that looks as if it has turned in shock, perhaps symbolises the appalled reaction to the event by the Spanish people. 
Display slide 2 and ask: 
· What was Picasso trying to say? 
· How did he use this piece to convey his message? 

Main task: 
Rewatch the pupil video from lesson 4. 
Ask the children to revisit their initial ideas in their sketchbooks from the previous lesson.

Make sure they all have a clear message they want to convey. Their ideas should consider symbols, patterns, lines and shapes, planning how they will come together to form a drawn image. If needed, give the children some time to share their thoughts with a partner, asking them to encourage each other with advice or questions.

The children can then begin to form their final composition. Decide if they will reproduce their ideas as a finished drawing, either in sketchbooks or on sheets of paper as you may need to allocate more time.

This could also be an opportunity to explore producing their drawings digitally.

Plenary: Display the children’s work in the classroom. Spend time looking at the images as a class before sharing with each other what impact the work had.

Questions

How did the piece of work make you feel?
What was most striking about the image?
What techniques were particularly successful?
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