History: The Mayans/Geography: Time zones
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	Learning Links

	Learning Challenge Week will build on children’s previous experiences by:
1. Exploring artefacts with skilled questions and answers built upon prior knowledge of other historical eras eg. Victorians (Y6), Stone Age (Y3).
2. Ancient Greeks and the study of their civilisation (happening at the same time as the Mayans) with a direct comparison of the gods (Y5).
3. History: sense of chronology, empathy and key skills (all year groups).
4. Science: properties of materials, observation, comparing, classification and questioning skills (Y5- properties of materials).
5. English: asking and answering questions, contextual materials (all year groups).
6. Drama: stimulus materials, developing empathy (all year groups).

7. Gods and goddesses (Y5).
8. Science- Earth and Space (Y5)


	Key Objectives- 
· To understand that there are 24 different time zones across the world.

· To know what lines of longitude and latitude are and how they effect day light hours.
· To understand why Mayans settled in North and Central America.
· To study artefacts and establish how we know about mayan times.

· To know and understand about mayans beliefs
· To develop historical inquiry

· To make comparisons between different cultures.

· Develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study by learning about the ancient Maya civilisation and understanding who they were and when and where they lived. 
· To know who the Mayans were; where and when their civilisation was around 
· To know and understand who the Mayans worshipped To know and understand about the Mayans knowledge of numbers and writing. 
· To know and understand how sources of evidence help us understand about the Mayans.
·  To know the diet of the Mayan civilisation.
	Session One
Focus:  
To understand how different time lines are used around the world.

Success Criteria:
I can use my prior knowledge of earth and space to understand how different time zones around the world operate in accordance with sunlight hours.
Children to form a KWL grid about time zones.  What do we already know?  Who ahs been to a different country where we have had to change our clocks?  Spider diagram or KWL grid in books on what we already know.

The children will research some information using ipads- BBC bitesize offers some good information.  Make notes in books and do a mini-presentation of our findings to the class.

Share key vocab and teach understanding of the following terms:

· Co-ordinated Universal Time

· Greenwich Mean Time

· Prime Meridian 

· Longitude

· Latitude 

Task in pairs:

Choose one time zone using atlas world maps and record whether it is plus or minus (east or west) of the prime meridian.  Record in a table.

Eg.

City

Country

Hours from Prime Meridian 


	 Session Two
Focus:

To identify where in the world The Mayans lived.
Success Criteria:
To understand that Meso-America spanned across areas which are now present day North America and Central America regions. 

I can discuss why The Mayans settled here

I can discuss the trade links of The Mayans

Show children a blank world map and discuss where the UK is located as well as recapping the seven continents and five oceans.  Retrieval of prior learning:  equator, tropic of cancer, tropic of Capricorn, lines of longitude, lines of latitude, GMT.

Where do we think the Mayans lived?  Take suggestions, showing the children where their predictions are in the world.  Explain that The Mayans are from Meso-America which is modern day Mexico and parts of Central America.  Show on the map under a visualizer. 

Children to annotate their world maps with the Mayan countries and regions.

3 groups- Why did they settle here?  How did they trade?  What natural resources did they have and what geographical features would help with this? 

Children are given an area to research and record information on post it notes and put onto flipchart paper.  

Video evidence of the children talking about their information.  Children can use the selection of Mayan books and ICT to do their research.  
	Session Three

Activity:  To explore artefacts from Mayan times and develop historical inquiry skills. 

Focus: 
To study artefacts and establish how we know about mayan times.

To enhance historical inquiry skills.

To develop critical thinking and inferencing skills.

Success Criteria: 

I can use artefacts to pose questions 
I can use artefacts to learn more about a historical civilisation
I can draw conclusions from the artefacts about the civilisation
I can make predictions about an unfamiliar time period.

Show children the Mayan artefacts eg. Sit them in a circle and present the items in the middle.

Some possible questions:

What do you think they are?

Who might have used it?

What would it have been used for?

What it is made from?

What skills were needed to make it?

What does it look like? 

What is it like to touch/smell?

What is the shape/colour/material?

Is it decorated or plain?

Does it have any markings on it?

Was it handmade? Or machine made?

What difference do you think these objects would have made to people’s lives?

Do you think the objects are historically/culturally/sentimentally valuable?

Is it valuable?

Is it rare?

Use two objects or images side by side and ask pupils to draw comparisons, exploring the similarities and differences. Use groups of objects and talk about the relationships between them.
In pairs – create an interview situation where the children answer these questions (above).  Film questions and predictions.

At the end- reveal that we are going to be investigating the life of the Mayans.  Give children a brief summary and discuss the links between the Mayans and Ancient Greeks eg. Take the children out to the timeline in the corridor and discuss the fact that these cultures were happening at the same time but in different areas of the world.  Talk about the geography.

Learning links to Y5- Ancient Greeks.  

Read a Mayan myth aloud to the children ‘Rain Player’.

Children will be working in mixed ability, differentiation is by outcome.

	
	Session Four

Activity:  To gain a greater understanding of the lifestyles of Mayan women, men and children.

Focus:
To know and understand what life was like in Mayan times.

Success Criteria:
I can list the jobs that the Mayans did
I can say what the role of men, women and children was. 
I can explain some of the differences between noble and poor people thinking about their work. 
I can explain what happens to children as they grow up.

Watch the initial video. Take the tour of Tikal and discuss the different structures and what they are for (info on the bottom of the slides)

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zq6svcw/articles/zqv6msg
What was life like for the Mayans? https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zq6svcw/articles/zg2htv4 
Watch video and make notes about the jobs the mayan people had. In books, write a short paragraph about the different jobs mayan people did explaining the role of men, women and children.
Plan as a class and then do a ‘live write’ 

Children have a go on their own.

Extension for GD: To add Y6 grammatical features eg.  Relative clauses, the use of semi-colon and multi-clause sentences. 

SEND provision: Word banks readily available for key vocabulary.
	 Session Five

Activity:  To explore how the Mayans were self-sufficient.

Focus:
To explore the importance of farming in the Mayan civilisation.

Success Criteria:
I can explain the different methods of farming that the Mayans adopted.

I can draw diagrams to show the different methods.

I can annotate the diagrams with relevant information.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zq6svcw/articles/zd844qt
Watch the video about farming and discuss the techniques as a class.

Draw a diagram for each type of farming and annotate.  Include information about the landscape and why that particular farming was beneficial. 

· Terrace farming (on steep hills)

· Raised field (wetland)

· Slash and burn (jungle areas chopped down and burnt, ash used for nutrients). 

Differentiation by outcome, o extra GD or SEND provision required as all children will have access to detailed diagrams.

Activity Two:

To understand the hierarchy of Mayan people.

Focus:
To explore the hierarchy of the Mayan society.

Success Criteria:
I can explain the hierarchy of the Mayan society.

I can talk about the differences in lifestyle between the different levels.
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Some websites to explore with the children:

https://www.hierarchystructure.com/ancient-mayan-social-hierarchy/
https://mayas.mrdonn.org/socialstructure.html
https://www.ducksters.com/history/maya/government.php
GD- Children are required to write a well structured paragraph with a point followed by a reason for their answer.

SEND-  A live write will be done by the teacher for scaffolding purposes and other pictorial reminders of what to include in their writing eg. Reminders about punctuation requirements.
	Session Six
Activity:  To learn about the different gods and how Mayan people worshipped.

Focus:
To know and understand about Mayans beliefs.
Success Criteria

I can explain what/who the Mayans believed in 
I can explain how the Mayans worshipped their gods 
I can design my own God and explain why they are worshipped and what for.
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Show the children the video about the different gods:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zq6svcw/articles/z2gkk2p
Research more information about gods in pairs.

Children create their own Mayan god.  Draw, label and provide information about it.  

No GD or SEND provision required as mixed ability groupings will be used. 



	Session Seven

Activity:  To gain an insight into Chichen Itza and what is appealing about it.

Focus:
To know and explore Chichen Itza.

Success Criteria
I can locate Chichen Itza on a map of the world 
I can explain the importance of Chichen Itza 
I can explain the different areas in Chichen Itza
Explore research together as a class

https://www.britannica.com/place/Chichen-Itza
https://www.worldhistory.org/Chichen_Itza/
Now the children have an overall background of Chichen Itza, give them a section to explore independently on ipads/tablets, making notes as a group on A3.

Gather information together on a flipchart and the children present their new found facts to the class.
GD- Extend their learning by discussing in main teaching about the location of Chichen Itza within Mexico.  Draw on previously taught learning regarding the type of climate due to the geographical location etc.

SEND- Present their work/research and have a partner help with reading if required.  
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The Mayan people made their home in an area called Mesoamerica (known as modern day Central America and Mexico).


This living and culture lasted from 1000BC to 1697. 


They were expert mathematicians and astronomers and used this knowledge to make calendars.


The Mayans used stone tools to carve limestone that they used for their buildings. 


Mayan society was formed with a number of city-states, each with their own ruler








By the end of this week, children will demonstrate independently...


 


 


 


 


 


 








Mayan civilisation





Vocabulary


 





Greenwich Mean Time, Prime Meridian, Longitude, latitude, Mexico,  Chichen Itza, cacao, ahau, batab, itzamna, huipil, kin, kukulcan, uinal, gods, goddesses, 








Children will develop their historical inquiry skills by exploring artefacts from an unknown time period.  They will make direct comparisons between the culture of the Mayans and compare and contrast this to previous learning of the Ancient Greek civilisation, which occurred during the same time period.  Children will enhance their understanding of chronology and deepen their knowledge of different cultures. Children will apply their knowledge of earth and space to understand geographical aspects of longitude and apply this to the 24 time zones across the globe.








