History:  VictoriansThe Victorians
Children find out about the lives of Victorian children, how attitudes towards children changed, and the people who are remembered for their part in these changes. Children develop their understanding of the concept of change and continuity and their sense of period, by looking at the characteristic features of children’s lives in the Victorian period. They build on their understanding of chronology by locating the Victorian period within a time framework, and by sequencing changes within the period.

Year 6 The Victorians
 

Essential Knowledge
 
 
 

By the end of this unit children will know...
 
 
 
 
 
 

· Examine what life was like for all groups of people during the Industrial Revolution and Queen Victoria’s life.
· Describe how the Factory Act had impacted children during the Industrial Revolution and Queen Victoria’s reign. 
· Name some of the great inventors and inventions of the Victorian period.
· Discuss which of the changes brought around by the revolution are still evidenced today. 
· Examine why and how places changed during the Industrial Revolution. 
· oExamine how Queen Victoria was able to expand the British Empire.

Vocabulary
 
Empire, poverty, revolutions, consequence, law, conditions, innovation, workforce, economy, parliament, representation
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History – The Victorians
	Key Objectives- 
· to identify Queen Victoria and place the Victorian period in relation to other periods of British history
· to infer information from a portrait
· to consider what life was like for children in the past
· to collect information from a range artefacts draw conclusions about the lives of children in the Victorian period
· to understand that ways of life differed greatly across Victorian society
· to understand that the work of individuals can change aspects of society (The story of Dr Barnado)
· to find out about important figures in Victorian times (internet research)
· to compare modern and Victorian schooling (visit to workhouse)
· To use oracy skills to debate about the Victorian 

	Session 1
Focus: To explore what we know about the Victorians 

S/C:  I understand where the Victorians fit chronologically in relation to history topics already covered. 
I can use historical artefacts. 

Use the timeline in the corridor to consider previous history learning and to look at where the Victorian Era fits into this chronology. Discuss the terms modern history v’s ancient history. 

What questions do we have about the Victorians? 

Show children the photograph of Queen V and her family - What can we tell from this photo? What questions are raised?  What questions do we, as historians, need to be asking about this portrait? 

This is a start of unit piece of work and should be completed as a group activity, including each child’s ideas.  This will need to be revisited at the end of the unit to add information (in a different colour) on what their new learning is. 
	Session 2
Focus: To explore historical artefacts from The Victorian Era

S/C:  I can explore artefacts
I can inquiry historically
I can develop questioning and problem solving
I can strengthen my understanding of that time period and emphasise with people from The Victorian Era. 

Questions to begin the session-
What is an artefact?
What does interpretation mean?

On tables lay out some artefacts and allow the children some time to look and discuss.  Take video evidence and photos for books answering the following questions:

What were they used for?
How were they made?  What were they made out of?
What skills were needed to make it?
What can it tell us about life at that time?




	Session 3
Focus: To order events chronologically

S/C:  I can name some main events that happened during the Victorian Era.

Look at the main events of the Victorian era - what? When? Who? 

Create a timeline of events from when Victoria took the throne to when she died. 

Main teaching- go back to what children already know about the Victorian era and discuss some of the main events eg. Industrial revolution, IKB, Dr Barnardo, Workhouses etc...
Draw attention to the class timeline on the display, highlighting the year in which these significant events took place.
In pairs - On A3 paper, create your own timeline. Children to use information but rewrite and design their own timelines. 


	Session 4
Focus: To explore what life was like for children in Victorian Britain

S/C:  I can explore what life was like for children - both rich and poor

Show this video all about children in the Victorian era – keep pausing to discuss points raised eg. Differences in clothes, housing, education and toys. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OwglIviFj4E

Research about poor and rich children using the resources below - go through powerpoint but print for reference

Create a comparison between the two.  On a double page spread in history books, children will have a picture of a poor Victorian child and a rich Victorian child.  They need to annotate with notes.
 
GD- Detailed annotated notes
SEND- Key words
	Session 5
Focus: Who is Dr Barnado and what impact did his work have on the life of children in Victorian times?

S/C:  To understand the impact of a significant individual and how it has created change within society.

Children to research Dr Barnardo using following resources

powerpoint - SEE TEAMS FILES
fact sheet
websites
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/true-stories-thomas-barnardo/zky7pg8

watch video altogether

Take notes and answer the questions on the quiz about Dr B.

Then write about what he did and how he did it.

GD children- 3 paragraphs
SEND- One paragraph containing simple sentences using a wordbank.
	Session 6
Focus:  To begin to show an understand of what The Industrial Revolution was.

S/C:  I can research historical information online and through reference books in the class and school library.

Children have the opportunity to work in pairs to research the Industrial Revolution.

Key questions:  What was The IR?  Why did it happen in Britain at this time?
What were the benefits?
What were the drawbacks?
How did it change people’s lives? 

Record as a double page spread. 






	Session 7
Focus: Who was Isambard Kingdom Brunel? 

S/C:  I can discuss how a significant individual has influenced change.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/true-stories-isambard-kingdom-brunel/zjrtvk7

Watch the video and make notes. Use the internet to find out more information. 

Plan out different areas for NCR

Task - to create a non-chron report about IBK (like the Charles Dickens one - using all the same skills)



	Learning Challenge Week:  Debate
Was the Victorian Railway a good or bad thing?
Explain to children about the skills used within debate eg. Oracy, use of standard English, persuasive language.
Using the resources, hand out different for and against characters across the classes.
Allow time to research the life of these characters from that time period and get children to formulate their narratives around their argument.
Debate either within classes or class v class.  Organise a rebuttal. 
Record for evidence.
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