The Lion and the Mouse: Year 4
Purpose: To compose a fable.  	Audience: The other year 4 class.	
Form: fable 
Reading Comprehension
· Asking targeted questions to improve understanding of increasingly complex texts
· Drawing inferences about character motives and justifying these with evidence from the text
· Predicting what might happen using explicit and implicit clues
· Identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph
· Identifying how structural and presentational features contribute to meaning (e.g., organizational devices in non-fiction)
Writing Composition
Plan their writing by:
· discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write, analyzing structural features and vocabulary
· drafting and jottings ideas in structured organizers
Evaluate and edit by:
· evaluating their own writing and that of others, proposing refinements to vocabulary and grammar
· ensuring consistent tense use throughout a piece of writing
· proofreading for spelling, grammar, and punctuation errors (e.g., ensuring correct sentence demarcation)
Specific grammar objectives
· using fronted adverbials followed by a comma (e.g., Later that morning, / Without a sound, )
· using noun phrases expanded by the addition of modifying adjectives, nouns, and prepositional phrases (e.g., the strict teacher with the red pen)
· using paragraphs consistently to organize ideas around a central theme
· using inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech correctly (e.g., commas after reporting clauses)
· choosing nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and cohesion, avoiding repetition
Spelling objectives
· spell words with prefixes and suffixes accurately (e.g., -ation, -ous, re-, sub-, inter-)
· spell further homophones and near-homophones (e.g., scene/seen, weather/whether)
· using the first three letters of a word to locate words in a dictionary
· placing the possessive apostrophe accurately in irregular plurals (e.g., children’s, people’s)
Statutory 1 and 2 word list
· mastering all words from the statutory Year 3 and 4 word list
Speech and Language – Exploratory and Presentational Talk
· Express structured arguments and explanations
· Take part in formal discussions and role play
· Adapt voice, volume, and register according to audience and purpose


	Day
	Focus 
	Whole Class
	Independent/Guided work
	Plenary

	1
	To explore a new style of writing and be able to discuss what we have read and show understanding. 
	Immersion in different fables – Aesop's fables (NOT TO BE CALLED FABLES ATM)
Https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/articles/z73s6v4 
Listen to a selection of the fables (not the lion and the mouse) - The Goose that Laid the Golden Egg
The Hare and the Tortoise
The Rat and the Elephant
The Vain Jackdaw
Use printed transcripts for the children to follow whilst listening to the story. 
After the story - discuss what the children liked/disliked. 


	Voting sheet – which one is the favourite and why?
Give justification/reason for the choice
	Create a tally chart of the votes - which story is the most popular and what are the reasons?

On flipchart, write all four stories and record reasons. 

Reveal that all the stories we have looked at are called fables and we will be investigating this further tomorrow.  

	2
	To understand a fable delivers a message to the reader
	revisit the stories we read yesterday - tell your partner the story of your favourite one - what happened?

Can you summarize the story in 15 words? Complete the grid!
Explain to the children that all the stories we looked at are fables. Use the dictionary to find the definition of fable and verbally create a class definition of fable and put it on the WW. 

Re-read The Goose that laid the Golden Eggs and the Rat and the Elephant – discuss the messages that the stories are trying to tell you - display on the WW the messages for each story. 


	Complete the summary grid – 15 word challenge!

With your partner - discuss the Hare and the Tortoise - what was the message that Aesop was trying to convey? 

Write it down in your own words. 
	Class discussion about the messages form the Hare and the Tortoise

	3
	To explore stereotypes
	What lions do we know? E.g. Simba, Mufasa, Asian
What are they all like?
Show a picture of an actual Lion – what are our immediate thoughts?
What words would we use to describe how he looks?  

Add in nouns first in one colour
Add in adjectives in another colour
What words would be use to describe his character/personality? 

Repeat for Mouse
Ideas – Cinderella - Gus and friends

Tch to model writing a poem using the words we have collated
Structure
Animal name
Features – adjective + nouns x3
Personality – adjective x 3
Animal name



Lion
Ferocious roar, scruffy mane, giant-sized paws,
Brave, courageous, scary
Lion
 
	Children to use the words collated to create their own lion and mouse poems 

LAPS – choose one animal and create a poem for that 
	Perform your poem to your partner and then your table group. 

	4
	To summarise
To predict
To use commas in a list 
	Introduce the story of the lion and the Mouse – play the story up to 2:49. 
What has happened so far? What characters have we met and what do we know about them? Do they match anything we thought about yesterday? Are they living up to their stereotype? What could the mouse help the lion with? Lots of ideas – brainstorm,/word splatter. 

Model list using commas and "and"
	Children give feedback on the characters we have met – what has happened? Summary skills

Write a list of things the mouse could help the lion with – use a comma in the list. 

Take one idea and expand the sentences with a reason.  
	Check your partners work, do they have commas in their work in the right places? 

	5

	To order events using adverbials

To summarise a story 
	Listen to the rest of the story – what happens? What are the main points? Was anyone’s prediction correct? 

Order the story altogether

Collate a list of adverbials of time – next, before, after, then, soon, after (year 3 recap)

Model using adverbials to help us order the story. 
First the lion was asleep. Then the mouse jumped on the lion and said he was brave. After that....  
	Children to choose adverbials to create a summary of the story

First the lion was asleep. Then  the mouse jumped on the lion and said he was brave. After that.... 

LAPS - work with tch to create a shared piece of writing

	Working with your partner – underline all the different adverbials you used. Count how many different ones there are. 

LAPS – work in pairs to identify the adverbials. 

	6
	To plan a fable
	Explain that we going to write our own fable with a moral like the stories that we have explored

Brainstorm using the following structure
1. Choose 2 characters (animals) - 1 week and 1 strong animal
2. Decide what is going to go wrong for the strong animal 
3. Decide how the weak animals can help them
(use the ideas from the fables that we have looked at already)

Use choice planning grid – 4 ideas per pair/table
	Strong animal
	weak animal
	problem

	
	
	


   
	Brainstorm ideas together and come up with 4 ideas. 

Write in the final idea
	Revisit the idea and add any details that the children can think of. 


	7
	To plan a fable 
	Revisit the idea which has been decided upon 

Explain that today we are going to tell the story through pictures and story mapping. 
Whole class plan on flipchart paper - use the same structure as the Lion and the Mouse. 

Paragraph 1 (brackets show the lion and the mouse example)
1. Where is the strong animal? (lying down)
2. What does the weak animal do? (climbs up)
3. What does the weak animal say? (I am not scared)
4. What does the strong animal do? (lies there) 
5. What does the weak animal say? (climbs further and says I am not scared)
6. What does the strong animal do? (grabs him, laughs and lets him go)

Paragraph 2
1. Strong one gets into trouble (lion all tied up)
2. Weak animal comes along and sees problem (might help might not?)
3. Weak animal helps strong (eats ropes)
4. Strong is grateful (thank you mouse you are big)
5. The moral (you don’t have to be big to be a big friend)
	Generating ideas to help with the plan 
	Tch to read the story adding in description and extra bits using the plan. 

	8
	To use adverbials of time 
	Recap the story from yesterday using the plan

Tch to re-read the plan that we came up with. 

Look back at the adverbials of time list - what could we add on and where? Add them onto tch plan using purple (LAPs can use if necessary)  
	Children annotate their own plan with appropriate adverbials – add on 5 different ones using purple pen. 
	

	9/10/11
	To write coherent sentences with correct punctuation 
	Tch to reread the story plan showing how to use the adverbials of time in the story

As a class, create some bank sentences for each part if the story. Colour code different parts of the story - break each paragraph up and use flipchart paper to colour code sentences. 

Model using the sentences and joining them together to form coherent paragraphs
	Children to choose sentences they have produced to begin to jigsaw their story together 
	Read your partners story so far - have they included adverbials of time? 




