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History -Vehicles



History
	Key Objectives: Pupils should… 

Use artefacts, pictures, stories, online sources and databases to find out about the past. 

Describe significant people from the past.
Use dates where appropriate.

Use words and phrases such as a long time ago and recently.

Name some historical figures who were involved in early flight.

Name some of Armstrong's achievements.
Describe what is meant by the word 'astronaut'.


	Lesson 1: 

	FOCUS: How has transport changed over time?
L.O: To identify whether transport is from the past or present.

Success Criteria: 

· I can recognise different types of transport.

· I can sort transport into past and present.

· I can place transport in chronological order on a timeline.

· I can use words such as past, present, older, newer, long ago.
	Historical Theme: 

Travel and exploration


	Enquiry Skills:
Observe evidence to ask questions.
Identify ways the past has been represented.
Use pictures and artefacts to find out about the past.
Place events on a timeline.
Use vocabulary: past, present, long ago.


	Foundational Skills and Knowledge: 

Communication and Language
Children discuss different types of transport and explain their ideas using new vocabulary such as past, present, older and newer. They listen to others and respond to questions during discussion.
Understanding the World
Children observe pictures and videos of transport and ask questions about how things have changed over time, developing early historical enquiry skills.

Mathematics
Children place transport in chronological order and use language related to time such as older, newer, and long ago.

Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Children work collaboratively when sorting transport images and sharing ideas.



	Recap and Recall: 

Discuss with children:

· How do you travel to school?

· What transport do you know?

Record ideas on the KWL grid.

Main Event: 

Show pictures of different types of transport.

Ask enquiry questions:

· What do you notice?

· Which transport looks older?

· Which transport do we still use today?

Watch the BBC transport video and discuss how transport has changed.

Introduce vocabulary:

· past

· present

· long ago

· older

· newer

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FaLCQo8NJFA&t=71s 

 Watch the video and discuss together. Travel and transport | KS1 topics | BBC Teach - YouTube
Learning Task: 

Children sort transport pictures into past and present and place them in chronological order on a class timeline.

They record learning by drawing or writing about transport.

Children needing extra support:
Use picture sorting activities.

· Provide sentence starters such as:
This transport is old because…
· Adult support during timeline activity.

: 

Children working at greater depth: 
Children explain why transport has changed and discuss advantages of modern transport.

Challenge:
Predict what transport might look like in the future.

Plenary: 

Visit the class timeline and discuss:

· Which transport came first?

· Which transport is newest?



	Lesson 2: 

	FOCUS: Who helped change trains?

L.O: To describe significant people from the past.

Success Criteria: 

-  I can name important inventors.

-  I can explain what they invented.


	Historical Theme: 

Travel and exploration
Key figures
	Enquiry Skills:

· Use sources such as pictures and fact cards to find information.
· Ask questions about historical people.
· Describe significant individuals and their achievements.



	Foundational Knowledge and Skills:

Communication and Language
Children listen to stories about inventors and ask questions about their work.

Understanding the World
Children investigate how trains developed over time and learn about significant historical figures.

Literacy
Children read simple fact cards and record key facts in their fact files.

Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Children collaborate during investigations and share their findings.

	Recap and Recall 
Human Timeline

Give children transport picture cards from last lesson.

Ask them to stand up and organise themselves into a timeline across the classroom.

Children must discuss:

· Which transport is oldest

· Which is newest

Ask enquiry questions:

· How do we know this is older?

Main Event: 

Show images of early trains and modern trains.

Ask:

· What differences do you see?

· Why might people want better trains?

Introduce Thomas Savery and George Stephenson.
Learning Task: 

Children investigate source packs (pictures and fact cards).

They create fact files about the inventors.

Ensure the facts are phonetically decodable. 
Children needing additional support: 

- Simplified fact sheets.

- Word banks with key vocabulary.

- Drawing and labelling instead of sentences.

Children working at greater depth: 

Children compare the inventors and explain how trains improved travel.

Extension: create a train development timeline.

Plenary

Inventor Detective

Show clues about an inventor.

Children guess:

· Who is it?

· What did they invent?



	Lesson 3:

	Focus: How did people learn to fly?

Extended Writing Opportunity: Write a fact file about the Wright Brothers.
L.O: To describe significant people from the past and explain how flight was invented.

Success Criteria:

-  I can ask questions about historical evidence.

-  I can describe who the Wright Brothers were.

-  I can explain how planes have changed.


	Historical Theme

Travel and exploration
Main events
	Enquiry Skills 
·  Use pictures, videos and stories as evidence.

· Ask questions about inventions.

· Describe significant historical people.



	Foundation skills:
Communication and Language 
Children discussing flight ideas.
Understanding the World 
Children exploring invention of planes.
Literacy
Children recording facts about the Wright Brothers.
Expressive Arts 
Children designing planes.

	Recap and Recall: 
Mystery Object Bag

Teacher brings a bag containing:

· toy train

· toy plane

· toy car

Children pull out an object and answer:

· What transport is this?

· Is it older or newer?

· Who invented something like this?

Link discussion to the timeline.

Main Event:
Watch the BBC flight clip - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zdm6n39 
Ask enquiry questions:

· What do you notice about early planes?

· How are they different from modern planes?

Introduce The Wright Brothers.

Learning Activity: 
Children create a fact file about the Wright Brothers using sources.

Children needing extra support:  

· Labelled diagrams.

·  Sentence starters.
·   Adult guided discussion.

· Information recorded on a seesaw code. 

Children working at greater depth: 

Children explain why early planes were difficult to fly.

Extension: design a new improved aircraft.

Plenary:
Plane Designer Gallery

Children present their plane designs and explain:

· How it works

· How it is better than early planes



	Lesson 4: 

	Focus: Why is Neil Armstrong an important person in history?
L.O: To describe a significant person from the past by investigating evidence about Neil Armstrong and the Moon landing.
Success Criteria:

·  I can observe historical evidence and ask questions about it.

· I can describe who Neil Armstrong was.

·  I can explain what happened during the Moon landing.

·   I can explain why Neil Armstrong is important.


	Historical Theme:
Travel and exploration
Main events
	Enquiry Skill:
· Observe and handle evidence to ask questions about the past.

· Ask questions such as What happened? and How long ago?
·  Use pictures, videos and sources to find out about the past.

· Describe significant people from the past.

· Place events on a timeline.



	Foundational Knowledge and Skills: 
Communication and Language
Children discuss images and evidence related to the Moon landing and ask questions about what they observe.

Understanding the World
Children explore a significant historical event and learn about how space travel changed exploration.

Physical Development
Children participate in movement activities such as acting out walking on the Moon.
Literacy
Children read simple fact cards and record ideas through drawing or writing.
Expressive Arts and Design
Children creatively represent their ideas by drawing a Moon mission or designing space transport.


	Recap and Recall 
Transport Time Travel

Explain that the class is going on a journey through time.

Show pictures of:

· a train

· a plane

· a rocket

Children must move across the classroom to show the order of inventions.

Ask:

· Which transport came first?

· Which transport is the newest?

· What came after planes?

Explain that rockets allowed people to travel beyond Earth.

Introduce the enquiry question:

Why is Neil Armstrong an important person in history?

Main Event: 
Begin with a mystery evidence investigation.

Show three clues one at a time:

1-  A picture of Neil Armstrong on the Moon
2-  A picture of the Apollo 11 rocket
3-  A footprint on the Moon

Ask enquiry questions:

· What do you notice in these pictures?

· Where do you think this person is?

· What might be happening here?

· Why might this event be important?

Explain that historians study evidence such as photographs, artefacts and videos to learn about the past.

Show a short clip or images of the Moon landing.

Explain key information:

· Neil Armstrong was an astronaut.

· In 1969, he became the first person to walk on the Moon.

· He travelled to space on a rocket called Apollo 11.

· His famous words were:
“That's one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind.”
Discuss why this was an important moment in history.

Learning Task

Moon Mission Investigation

Children work in small groups to investigate source cards including:

· photos of Neil Armstrong on the Moon

· pictures of the Apollo 11 rocket

· astronauts exploring the Moon

· simple fact cards about the Moon landing

Children discuss:

· What can we learn from this picture?

· What is happening?

· What questions do we have?

Children then create a Moon Mission Report.

They draw:

· the rocket

· the Moon surface

· Neil Armstrong or themselves as astronauts

They label key parts such as:

· astronaut

· rocket

· Moon

More confident writers may write simple sentences such as:

"Neil Armstrong walked on the Moon."

Experience the Event (Drama)

Children take part in a Moon Walking activity.

Explain that the Moon has less gravity, so astronauts move differently.

Children practise:

· slow bouncing moon steps

· floating movements

· pretending to collect Moon rocks

Ask:

· How might astronauts feel on the Moon?

· What equipment would they need?

Children needing extra support- 

·  Provide picture prompts and labelled diagrams.
·   Allow drawing and verbal explanation instead of writing.
· Use sentence starters such as:
Neil Armstrong was important because…
· Small group support
Children working at greater depth- 

Children answer deeper enquiry questions:

· Why did people want to go to the Moon?

· Why was this event important for the world?

· What challenges might astronauts face in space?

Extension task:

Design a new rocket that could travel to another planet.
Plenary: 

Space Exploration Museum

Children place their Moon mission drawings on the tables.

Each child explains:

· one fact they learned about Neil Armstrong

· why the Moon landing was important

Return to the enquiry question:

Why is Neil Armstrong an important person in history?

Finally, place the Moon landing on the class timeline, showing that it happened after trains and planes were invented.



	Assessing Pupils Progress and Understanding: 

Children working at expected should: 
Use words and phrases like old, new and a long time ago. 
Observe or handle evidence to ask questions and find answers to questions about the past.
Use artefacts, pictures, stories, online sources and databases to find out about the past.
Describe significant people from the past.
Explain how to ask and answer questions about old and new objects.

Spot old and new things in a picture.


In this unit children will learn how transport has developed over time. The children will learn about historical figures Thomas slavery, the Wright Brothers and Neil Armstrong.  They will use research method to find out about the historical figures and create fact files. They will also use photos to answer enquiry questions. 





Topic Intention


Topic Intention


 





Develop an awareness of the past using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. 


Know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework.


Identify similarities and differences between wats of life in different periods.


Use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms.


Ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and others sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. 


Understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is presented.


Understand events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally such as the first aeroplane flight.














Year 1 Summer 2 – Summer Time


 








Transport, past, present, electric, steam, famous, aeroplane, rocket, design, future, before, after, change, improve, early, later
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Vocabulary


 





Essential Knowledge


 


 


 








By the end of this unit children will….


 


 


 


 


 


 








Learning Links


 








This learning builds on the children’s previous experience of making vehicles, where they explored how vehicles are constructed and how they move. Through this earlier practical work, pupils developed foundational skills such as designing, building, and evaluating simple models while beginning to understand the purpose of different vehicle parts. The new learning links to this by helping children connect their hands-on experiences with a broader understanding of how vehicles have changed over time. By exploring the history of vehicles, pupils can compare vehicles from the past with those they have made themselves, noticing similarities and differences in materials, design, and function. This supports the development of key skills such as observing, describing, comparing, and explaining, while also encouraging children to think about how inventions improve over time to meet people’s needs.











