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	History
Key Objectives: Pupils should… 
Toys

Use artefacts, pictures, stories, online sources and databases to find out about the past.
Observe or handle evidence to ask questions and find answers to questions about the past.

Ask questions such as: What was it like for people? What happened? How long ago?

Place events and artefacts in order on a timeline.
Label timelines with words or phrases such as past, present, older and newer.

Use dates where appropriate.

Use words and phrases such as a long time ago, recently, when my parents/carers were children, years, decades and centuries to describe the passing of time.

The Gunpowder Plot

Describe historical events.

Describe significant people from the past.

Recognise that there are reasons why people in the past acted as they did.

Show an understanding of concepts such as monarchy and parliament.

List the key dates from the plot. Who was Guy Fawkes? How was the plot discovered?



	Lesson 1: 

	FOCUS: Why do people have Bonfire Night?
L.O- To find out why people celebrate Bonfire Night.

Success Criteria: 

· I can talk about what I see in pictures and videos. 

· I can say who Guy Fawkes was. 

·  I can say one thing that happened on Bonfire Night a long time ago.
· I can sort some things into old and new.

Writing Opportunity: Write sentences about Guy Fawkes. 
	Historical Theme: 

Main Events
	Enquiry Skills:
· Observe pictures and objects and ask simple questions.
· Ask questions such as: Who was this? What happened?
·  Use stories and pictures to find out about the past.
· Describe a person and event from the past.



	Foundational Skills and Knowledge: 

Communication and Language
Children talk about what they can see and answer simple questions.

Understanding the World
Children begin to understand that an event from the past is still remembered today.

PSED
Children practise listening, turn-taking and sharing ideas.

Literacy
Children listen to a simple historical story and sequence events orally.

Characteristics of Effective Learning
Children explore clues and ask questions.



	Recap and Recall: 

Picture Reveal

Slowly reveal part of a firework picture, bonfire picture and Guy Fawkes picture.

Ask:

· What can you see?

· What do you think this is?

· Have you seen this before?

Main Event: 

Show a short video clip of fireworks and bonfires.

Discuss:

· What can you see?

· What do people do on Bonfire Night?

Tell a very simple version of the Gunpowder Plot story with picture cards.

Keep the key message simple:

· A long time ago, Guy Fawkes wanted to blow up Parliament.

· The plan was stopped.

· People still remember this on 5th November.

Show simple pictures of old and modern objects.

Ask:

· Which would Guy Fawkes have used?

· Which are from now?

Learning Task: 

Children sort picture cards into:

· then / now
or

· Guy Fawkes’ time / today

Then children complete one short task:

· draw one thing Guy Fawkes might have used

· draw one thing we use today on Bonfire Night

Children needing extra support: 

· Use only 4–6 picture cards.

·  Adult-led sorting.

·  Use talking rather than writing.

· Provide sentence stems:

· “This is old.”

· “This is from now.”

Children working at greater depth: 
· Explain why Bonfire Night is remembered today.

· Sequence 3 simple events from the story.

· Compare one object from the past with one from today.

Plenary: 

Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down
-Night is in summer.

                    - Guy Fawkes lived a long time ago.

-We remember Bonfire Night with fireworks.



	Lesson 2: 

	FOCUS:  What can we find out about toys we play with now?
L.O- To talk about a toy and say why it is special.

Success Criteria: 

· I can talk about my toy.

· I can say what it looks like.

· I can say what it does.
·  I can say why I like it.
 
	Historical Theme: 

Culture and Pastimes 
Artefacts
	Enquiry Skills:

·  Talk about an everyday object.

· Describe an object using simple words.

· Ask questions about toys.

· Begin to talk about now and the past.



	Foundational Knowledge and Skills:

Communication and Language
Children describe toys using talk and new vocabulary.

PSED
Children build confidence speaking to a partner or group.

Understanding the World
Children learn that toys can tell us about children’s lives.

Literacy
Children label or caption a picture of their toy.

· 

	Recap and Recall 
Pass the Parcel Toy Talk

Pass around a soft toy. When the music stops, the child holding it answers one question:

· What is your favourite toy?

· What colour is it?

· What does it do?

Main Event: 

Explain very simply:
History is learning about the past.
Tell children:
Today we are starting by looking at toys we have now.
Model describing a toy:

· It is soft.

· It is red.

· It can move.

· I got it for my birthday.

Introduce key words:

· Toy

· Old

· New

· Now

· before

Children share their own toy or a class toy with a partner.

Learning Task: 

Children draw their toy and either:

label it or complete simple sentence stems:

-My toy is…

-It is made of…

I like it because…

Children needing additional support: 

· Use oral description first.

· Adult or peer scribing.

· Provide picture vocabulary cards.

· Focus on naming and one simple feature.

Children working at greater depth: 

Explain why the toy is special.

· Compare their toy with another child’s.

· Use time words such as: now, when I was younger, new

Plenary:

Toy Show and Tell

A few children share their toy using the sentence frame:
“My toy is special because…”



	Lesson 3:

	FOCUS:  How are old toys different from our toys?

L.O-To sort toys into old and new.

Success Criteria: 

· I can look carefully at a toy.

· I can say if it is old or new.

· I can spot something that is the same or different.

· 
	Historical Theme

Artefacts 
Culture and Pastimes
	Enquiry Skills 
·  Observe artefacts and pictures.

·  Ask questions about toys from the past.

·  Identify similarities and differences.

· Use words such as old, new, past, now.



	Foundational knowledge and skills: 

Communication and Language
Children use talk to compare toys.

Understanding the World
Children investigate toys from the past.

Mathematics
Children sort and group objects.

PSED
Children work with a partner and take turns.

	Recap and Recall: 
Feely Bag Toy Detective

Put a toy or replica in a bag. Children feel it and guess:

· Is it soft or hard?

· Is it old or new?

· What could it be?

Main Event:
Show a small selection of old toys and modern toys.

Keep questions simple:

· What is it made from?

· Does it need batteries?

· Is it soft or hard?

· Is it old or new?

Model comparing:

· “This toy is wooden.”

· “This toy is plastic.”

· “This one is old.”

· “This one is new.”

Learning Activity: 
`
Children needing extra support:  

· Use very clear examples.

· Reduce amount of sorting.

· Use adult support and repeated vocabulary.

· Accept pointing and oral responses.

Children working at greater depth: 

· Explain how they know a toy is old.

· Sort some toys into both as well.

· Use language such as same, different, older, newer

Plenary:
Stand Up If…

· Stand up if you found an old toy.

· Stand up if you found a new toy.

· Stand up if two toys were the same in some way.

 

	Lesson 4: 

	Focus: How can we put toys in time order?
L.O- To put toys in order from oldest to newest.

Success Criteria:

· I can say which toy is older.

· I can say which toy is newer.

· I can help make a timeline.

· 
	Historical Theme:
Artefacts 

Culture and Pastimes
	Enquiry Skill:
· Place objects in order on a timeline.

· Use words such as oldest, newest, before, after.

· Begin to understand change over time.



	Foundational Knowledge and Skills: 

Communication and Language
Children explain where toys should go and why.
Mathematics
Children sequence and order.
Understanding the World
Children begin to build chronological understanding.
· 

	Recap and Recall

Toy Ordering Race

Give small groups 3 toy pictures to put in order.
Ask: Which comes first? Which comes next? Which is newest?

Main Event: 

Show a big class timeline on the floor.

Model with 3 toy examples: wooden toy, toy train, electronic game

Explain:

· oldest goes at the beginning

· newest goes at the end

Use repeated vocabulary:

· before

· after

· oldest

· newest

Learning Task

Children work in pairs to place toy cards on a simple timeline.

Then they complete a short recording task:

· stick 3 toys in order
or

· draw oldest and newest

Children needing extra support- 

· Only use 3 items.

· Use adult support and oral rehearsal.

· Provide a timeline with arrows and boxes.

Children working at greater depth- 

· Order 4–5 toys independently.

· Explain one way toys changed over time.

Use words like: older, newer, before, after

Plenary: 

Which Comes Next?

Show two toys on a timeline and ask children to choose what could come next.



	Lesson 5: 

	Focus: How have teddy bears changed?
L.O- To find out how teddy bears have changed over time.

Success Criteria: 

·  I can look carefully at teddy bears.

· I can spot what is the same.

·  I can spot what is different.
· I can say which teddy is older or newer.


	Historical Theme: 
Artefacts 

Culture and Pastimes
	Enquiry Skill

· Observe artefacts and pictures closely.

·  Ask questions about toys from the past.

· Identify simple similarities and differences.

· Begin to understand change over time.



	Foundational Knowledge and Skills:
Communication and Language
Children talk about what they notice.

Understanding the World
Children compare old and modern teddy bears.

PSED
Children share and discuss teddy bears together.

Expressive Arts and Design
Children engage imaginatively in the teddy bears’ picnic.

·  

	Recap and Recall: 

Which Teddy Am I Describing?
Describe a teddy: It is brown. It has soft fur. It has a bow.

Children point to the matching teddy.

Then ask: Does it look old or new?

Main Event: 

Show 2–4 teddy bears or pictures: very old-looking and very modern.

Use very simple comparison language:

· soft / hard

-old / new

-same / different

-big / small

Explain simply:

-Teddy bears were first made a long time ago.

-They have changed, but people still love them.

Learning Task: 

Children take part in a teddy bear investigation.
They look at teddy bears and talk about: colour, size, fur, clothes, soft/stiff

Then children: sort teddy bears into old/new,  draw one old and one new teddy, label simple features

Optional fun ending:
teddy bears’ picnic
Children needing extra support- 

·  Use real bears to handle.

· Give visual same/different mats.

· Adult modelled language: “This teddy is soft.”  “This teddy is old.”

Children working at greater depth- 

· Explain what has stayed the same and what has changed.

· Use simple timeline language.

· Suggest why modern teddies are different.

Plenary: 

 Same or Different?
Hold up two teddy bears and ask:  What is the same? What is different? Which is older?



	Assessing Pupils Progress and Understanding: 
Pupils who are secure will be able to:

· Discuss their favourite toy using language related to the past.

· Ask questions about toys in the past.

· Make comparisons between toys in the past and present.

· Sequence artefacts from different periods of time.

· Identify changes between teddy bears today and those from 100 years ago.

· Describe how toys have changed over time.

· 


Toys                  


Develop an awareness of the past using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. 


Know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework.


Identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods.


Use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. 


Understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is presented.


Identify changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life.


                                                                                                                                                                           


The Gunpowder Plot


Develop an awareness of the past using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. 


Know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework.


Identify similarities and differences between wats of life in different periods.


Use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms.


Ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. 


Understand events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally.

















Vocabulary


 





By the end of this unit children will…..


 


 


 


 


 


 











Year 1 Autumn 2 – Twinkle, Twinkle


 








Essential Knowledge


 


 


 








Toys and The Gunpowder Plot








Toys


Past, present, modern, old�fashioned, similar, different, material, compare, timeline





The Gunpowder Plot


Guy Fawkes, gun powder, King James I, Houses of Parliament
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Topic Intention


 





Toys


In this unit, children will explore how toys have changed over time, developing their understanding of the past and present. Through enquiry�based learning, pupils will take on the role of young historians, investigating old and modern toys through hands�on exploration, photographs, artefacts and stories. They will learn to use simple historical vocabulary related to the passing of time and will begin to place toys within a basic chronological framework.


Children will identify similarities and differences between toys from different periods, noticing how materials, designs and purposes have changed. They will ask and answer questions about what toys were like in the past, using evidence to develop their own ideas. Throughout the unit, children will build foundational enquiry skills—such as observing closely, comparing objects, and drawing conclusions—which will support their progression across the wider history curriculum.


By the end of the topic, children will be able to talk confidently about how toys have changed, why those changes happened, and what these differences tell us about life in the past. They will understand that history is learned through investigation and that we can find out about the past in many different ways.





The Gunpowder Plot


Children will learn about the Gunpowder Plot and find out about Guy Fawkes and how he impacted on British history. Children will listen to the story and begin to understand that it happened a long time ago in the past. They will learn that a group of men made a secret plan to blow up the Houses of Parliament, but the plan was discovered and stopped. Through discussion, pictures, and simple vocabulary, pupils will talk about what happened, who was involved, and why people remember this event on Bonfire Night each year. 
































Learning Links


 





Children will build on their understanding of the past and present by exploring how toys have changed over time. They will draw upon their prior learning in Reception, where they investigated materials and developed early chronological awareness through stories about the past. This unit extends that knowledge by encouraging pupils to compare old�fashioned and modern toys, noticing similarities and differences in materials, design and purpose. Through discussion and hands�on exploration, children will develop expressive language as they describe what they observe and explain how toys have changed. The enquiry approach supports foundational skills such as asking questions, observing details, interpreting simple evidence, and using key vocabulary confidently. These learning links help pupils make connections between their own experiences of play and the historical concepts taught, strengthening their understanding of how life has changed over time.


In Reception the children talked about celebrations and special days. Children will connect what they may already know about fireworks and Bonfire Night with the historical story behind the celebration.








