ographyArt- Painting and Mixed Media: Colour Splash
By the end of this unit children will know...
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vocabulary
 

 Year 1 Spring 1 -Shiver Me Timbers






 


Blend, hue, kaleidoscope, pattern, mix, primary colour, print, secondary colour, shade, shape, space, texture, thick
 mix, change, create, pattern, repeat, design, shade, amount, effect, overlap, press, surface, texture, observe, explore, choose, carefully, improve 


The  primary colours are red, yellow and blue.
Primary colours can be mixed to make secondary colours.
A  pattern is a design in which shapes, colours or lines are repeated.
Changing the amount of the primary colours mixed affects the shade of the secondary colour produced.
How to mix secondary colours in paint.
How to print with objects, applying a suitable layer of paint to the printing surface.
How to overlap paint to mix new colours.
[image: A colorful circles with white text  Description automatically generated][image: ]



























. 







Intention
 

In this topic we will exploring colour mixing through paint play, using a range of tools to paint on different surfaces and creating paintings inspired by Clarice Cliff and Jasper Johns.












History – Explorers
In this unit the children will find out about events and people beyond living memory, children particularly think about explorers and what makes them significant. They create a timeline and investigate which parts of the world they explored, before comparing explorers and discussing ways in which these significant people could be remembered.
Previous Learning
In Reception the children learnt about the artist Kandinsky and made their painted a ‘Concentric Circles’ painting. They learnt to draw with a pencil before painting with a paint brush. They also explored colour mixing when mixing skin tones.
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Learning links


Learning Links

Building on their learning from the EYFS, where children explored colours through painting, drawing and creative play, children will revisit and develop their understanding of the primary colours: red, yellow and blue. They will extend this knowledge by learning that primary colours can be mixed to create secondary colours and by exploring how changing the amount of each colour affects the shade produced.
Children will develop skills first introduced in the EYFS, such as creating patterns using repeated shapes, colours and lines, and apply these more deliberately in their artwork. Through painting and printing activities, they will practise how to mix secondary colours using paint, overlap colours to create new effects, and print with a range of objects by applying a suitable layer of paint to the printing surface. These experiences support the transition from exploratory mark-making in the EYFS to more purposeful art and design skills in Year 1, while continuing to develop creativity, fine motor control and confidence in using materials.
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In this unit Explore colour mixing through paint play, using a range of tools to paint on different surfaces and creating paintings inspired by Clarice Cliff and Jasper Johns.
	Knowledge Progression Across the Unit:
Lesson 1: Experimenting with colouring mixing.                                     Lesson 2: Creating a Jasper John style piece of artwork.                                                                                                  Lesson 3: Printing with Lego bricks- experimenting what happens when prints are overlapped. 
Lesson 4: Mixing different shades of green. 
Lesson 5: Creating a Clarice Cliff inspired plate. 

Key Objectives-
To paint with different colours.
To explore printing. 
To make colours and shades using primary and secondary colours.
To learn about a range of Artists. 
Pupils should be taught to:
To develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space.
To use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination.
To use a range of materials creatively to design and make products.

About the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work.
	Lesson 1 – Mixing Secondary Colours


Foundation Skills:
Fine motor control – used to handle paint, mix colours and apply paint accurately. 
Spatial awareness, shape, pattern and measure – used when arranging materials and observing how colours change. 
Curiosity and enquiry – used when investigating how primary colours mix. 
Creativity and imagination – used when exploring colour mixing outcomes. 
Exploring materials and media – used when playing with different coloured objects.

Learning Objective:
To investigate how to mix secondary colours.

Success Criteria:
I can name the primary colours: red, yellow and blue.       I can mix primary colours to make secondary colours.           I can say which two primary colours are needed to mix each of the secondary colours.


Recap and Recall:
Before starting this unit you might want to check the children can recall:
How to describe colours and textures as they paint.
How to explore what happens when paint colours mix


Starter:
Explain that today we will be learning about Primary and Secondary colours. Does anybody know what these are?
Watch Lego movie https://video.link/w/9C40 
Ask the children the following:
What are the primary colours? (Red, yellow and blue.)
What does the word primary mean? (Main or most important.)
Point to an object in the room that is:
red., yellow, blue.

Main:
Explain to the children that they are going to be colour detectives and find out what other colours they can make using the three primary colours.
Group the children so that they have access to a tray of primary-coloured materials; possibilities could include play dough, crayons/pencils and paper, coloured tissue or cellophane. Allow time for them to play with the materials and find out what happens when they mix them.
Share what the children have discovered. Ask them if they can identify the three secondary colours and how these are mixed.
What happens when we mix primary colours together? (They make other colours.)
What are the colours made by primary colours called? (Secondary colours.)
What are the secondary colours? (Orange, purple and green.)
What primary colours mixed together make green? (Yellow and blue.)
What primary colours mixed together make purple? (Red and blue.)
What primary colours mixed together make orange? (Yellow and red.)
Play the video on the link: Sesame Street Lego - Three primary colours again on VideoLink and encourage the children to recall primary and secondary colours by singing along to the song.

Plenary:
Gather the children together around a table where you have set up a paint palette with liquid/ready-mixed paint in red, yellow and blue.
Ask a child to demonstrate how you mix orange paint. Add patches of colour onto the large piece of paper in the form of an addition calculation, for example, yellow + red = orange.
Repeat this with the remaining secondary colours: purple and green.
Keep using the terms primary/secondary colours and the names of colours. Ask questions such as: Which two primary colours make the colour green?

Adaptive teaching:
Pupils needing extra support
May need reminding of the primary colours needed to create the secondary colours.
Pupils working at greater depth
Could be challenged to suggest how they might adapt the secondary colours as they mix them in the Main event, e.g. how could you mix a lighter green?


	Lesson 2- Painting with Colour - Jasper Johns

Foundation skills 
Fine motor control – used when drawing and painting large numbers. 
Spatial awareness, shape, pattern and measure – used when positioning numbers and applying paint areas. 
Curiosity and enquiry – used when identifying colours in Johns’ artwork. 
Creativity and imagination – used when choosing colours and painting number designs. 
Exploring materials and media – used when applying thick paint (impasto)
Learning Objective:
To apply knowledge of colour mixing when painting.  To recognise the work of Jasper Johns.

Success Criteria:
I can use primary colours to paint.
I can mix primary colours to make secondary colours.
I can choose a suitable brush for the marks I want to make.


Recap and Recall:
Arrange the children into pairs. Display slide 1 of the Presentation: Colours and ask the children to tell their partner if the colours are primary or secondary. Ask them to also explain how to make the colour if it is a secondary colour. Take feedback from the children. Reveal the answers on slide 2.
Answers are: Yellow is a primary colour. Blue is a primary colour. Red is a primary colour. Orange is a secondary colour. It is made by mixing red and yellow.
Green is a secondary colour. It is made by mixing blue and yellow. Purple is a secondary colour. It is made by mixing red and blue.
Starter:
Review how secondary colours are mixed by trying this colour-detective activity. This can be done by three children as a whole class model or every child could join in.
Hand out coloured pairs of blocks in primary colours, e.g. red and yellow, red and blue, blue and yellow. Challenge the children to decide what secondary colour would be made by mixing them Ask them to then move around the classroom to find an object of that secondary colour.
Use what they find to review how the secondary colours are mixed.
Which two colours make orange? (Red and yellow.)
Which two colours make green? (Blue and yellow.)
Which two colours make purple? (Red and blue.)
[image: ]Display the Presentation: Numbers in Color, 1958-59 by Jasper Johns.






Ask the children what the artist has used as the subject of his pieces in these cases (numbers and primary colours). Ask them if they can point out where he has used primary and secondary colours.
Which numbers can you see in Jasper Johns’ work?
Are the numbers easy to read? Does that matter?
Which primary and secondary colours can you see?
Explain to the children that some people think Jasper Johns chose things like numbers or letters to paint because he would not have to choose what or how to paint but could focus on exploring other things like colour or brush marks.

Main:
Set up the tables with: A3 paper for each child, pencils, primary coloured paints, brushes and water.
Ask the children to draw the numbers 0 to 9 on their paper. Get them to draw big numbers, just like Jasper Johns did.
Then, using all three primary colour paints, ask the children to paint the numbers.
Explain to the class that it’s better to use one colour at a time so the children should paint all the areas that they want to be yellow first, then move on to the next colour, etc. otherwise all the colours will end up getting mixed together. 
Encourage them to use the paint in a thick way (impasto) so they are working like the artist, Johns, who actually used oil and acrylic paint. Bigger brushes are best for the primary colours.

The children then mix the paints to create secondary colours and use these in their paintings too, applying one colour at a time. Smaller brushes may be helpful here; allow the children to choose.
Use all three secondary colours in the same way as they did the primary colours. 
Encourage the children not to worry about getting the numbers to look perfect but to have fun seeing what happens when the colours mix on the page.
Use the Pupil video: Painting with colour for further demonstration and/or have on while the children are working independently, for them to refer to as they work (the video is looped so will play continuously).


Plenary:
Bring all the children’s work to one area (a large table or floor space) and ask some of the children to choose ones they particularly like and explain why.
Questions
What is similar or different about your own artwork and Johns’ work?
Did you have to concentrate on painting the numbers or did you think more about what was happening with the colours, like Johns?
When the paintings are dry and if there is an opportunity, the children can continue to work on their artwork using chalk, graphite sticks or broad marker pens so that the number shapes stand out.
Adaptive teaching:
Pupils needing extra support
May need help in drawing the large numbers and the children could be provided with templates or stencils to draw around or a broken line as a guide for them to follow; may need some visual aids to remind them of the colour theory – the painted sums from Lesson 1 would be ideal.
Pupils working at greater depth
Could be asked to describe the connection between their own work and the artist; should be confident in mixing and applying their colours to the painting; could try to copy the way the paint has been applied thickly to create texture; could be encouraged to try out their own ideas for adapting the painting to their own style.

	Lesson 3- Printing with Paint

Foundation skills 
Fine motor control – used to print neatly and avoid sliding the block. 
Spatial awareness, shape, pattern and measure – used when creating patterns and aligning prints. 
Curiosity and enquiry – used when testing what happens as prints overlap. 
Creativity and imagination – used when designing pictures or kaleidoscope effects. 
Exploring materials and media – used when printing with Lego bricks and objects.

Learning Objective:
To explore colour when printing.
To create a piece of artwork using printing.

Success Criteria:
I can use a variety of colours in my printing.
I can create new colours by overlapping prints.
I can work carefully and accurately when making my patterns.

Recap and Recall: 
Arrange the children into pairs. Display slide 1 of the Presentation: 3, 2, 1. Ask the children to tell their partner three things they learnt about colour from the last lesson.

Slides 2 and 3 could be then displayed asking the children to discuss two things they found interesting about colour and one question they still had about colour.
Answers could include:
The primary colours are red, blue and yellow.
The secondary colours are orange, purple and green.
Jasper Johns used primary and secondary colours to paint numbers and letters.
Paint can be used in a thick way (impasto) and thick brushes are good for this.
Primary colours can be mixed to form secondary colours.

Starter: 

Either play the Pupil video: Lego printing or demonstrate how to make prints having watched the Teacher video: Lego printing.


Use a single building block to show the children how to:
Avoid applying too much/too little paint to the block.
Print neatly without moving the building block (and what happens if you do slide the block as you are printing).
Now let the children try out the method for themselves on scrap paper or in their sketchbooks.



Main:

The children can print with building blocks of varying sizes or with a range of other objects. Using building blocks will provide the opportunity for them to design a printing block by grouping blocks together. Printing with individual building blocks or other objects will be more straightforward.
If they are building a printing block, hand out flat building block bases so the children can experiment with grouping the blocks and printing using different colours.
The children could create a pattern, picture or could print out letters, carefully positioning blocks of the right size. Remind the children that they will need to make a mirror image of the letter or turn the print around in order for the letter to print out correctly.
Encourage the children to overlap the colours and offset the bricks slightly to create a colourful kaleidoscope effect. Ask the children what happens to the colour of the paint when the prints overlap.
The children should discuss their choice of colours and the arrangement of the prints before and as they work.
How can you make a clear print?
Did you keep the same spacing between the prints?
What happens when you overlap colours?
How would you describe any patterns you have made?

Plenary:
Ask the children to share their work with the class, and ask:
What pattern/shapes have you printed?
Why have you chosen the colours that you have?
What made printing easier or trickier?


Adaptive teaching:

Pupils needing extra support
May find it easier to print with individual objects rather than creating a printing block; may need suggestions for placing the blocks in a pattern onto the flat building block base.
Pupils working at greater depth
Can be challenged to overlap their prints and describe the results; should create a pattern or design with their prints.


	Lesson 4- Exploring with Colour Mixing- Shades of Green
 
Foundation skills: 
Fine motor control – used when mixing paint and painting detailed hand patterns. 
Spatial awareness, shape, pattern and measure – used when arranging shades from light to dark and designing hand‑pattern layouts. 
Curiosity and enquiry – used when investigating how different amounts of blue/yellow change the shade. 
Creativity and imagination – used when creating patterns inside the hand shape. 
Exploring materials and media – used while experimenting with mixing multiple shades.

Learning Objective: 
To experiment with paint mixing to make a range of secondary colours.

Success Criteria: 
I can mix two primary colours to make shades of a secondary colour.
I can mix at least five different shades of my chosen secondary colour.
I can use my five mixed colours to create patterns.



Recap and Recall:

Arrange the children into pairs. Display the Presentation: Agree or disagree? and ask the children to discuss whether they can make the colour orange using the colour blue.
Take feedback from the children. Remind the children that orange is a secondary colour and is made by mixing two primary colours together, red and yellow.

Ask children which 2 colours do you need to mix together to make green?
Model to the children mixing blue and yellow to make green under the visualiser.

Starter:
Seat the class so they can see the collection of green objects.
Ask: Which object is the lightest green? Which is the darkest green? Invite a couple of children to help you arrange them in order from lightest to darkest, with help from the class. Ask the  questions:
Which primary colours can you mix to make green? (Blue and yellow.)
What is the special name for the colours green, orange and purple? (Secondary colours.)

Explain that you can use the word hue to describe different greens. In painting, hue means a pure colour without any white or black added to it. However, the word shade to describe variations of a colour, is the word most children will be familiar with at this age.


Main:
Model making the colour green using blue and yellow paint. Ask the questions and model the children’s suggestions:
How could you make the green lighter? (Add more yellow paint.)
How could you make the green darker? (Add more blue paint.)
1. Give the children time to experiment with mixing yellow and blue in their sketchbooks. They should vary the shade (or hue) of green they make, using different quantities of blue and yellow paint each time.
2. Show the children how to draw around their hand on a piece of A4 paper (include short lines where the fingers and thumb meet the palm, to separate them). Demonstrate painting each finger using the colours they will mix.

3. Give out paint palettes containing blue and yellow paint for the children to mix five shades of green themselves. Then they should draw around their hands and paint their fingers, each a different shade of green.
4. The children can then fill the palm space by creating patterns using different shades of green. Encourage them not to leave any white space.
This activity could be done using any pair of primary colours but variations in green can be easiest to see clearly.


Plenary:
Display slides 1 to 6 of the Presentation: Green fingers in turn and ask the children to discuss which shade of green shown in the numbered circles best matches the green of the object in the picture. nvite a child to click on the numbered circle to reveal the matching colour.
How do the colours in the circles look different?
Which two primary colours have been used to make these different greens?
Which green do you think has the most blue mixed into it?
Which green do you think has the most yellow mixed into it?
Display slide 7 and model how to make the green of the ice cream using the children’s suggestions.


Adaptive teaching:
Pupils needing extra support
Could use the Activity: Hand outline template if the children are finding it very difficult to draw around their hand; could work in pairs so one child draws around the other’s hand; could make a finger grip by wrapping a lump of sticky tack around a brush, which can make it easier to hold fine paint brushes for the pattern work. (Finger grips can also remind children where to hold the brush to make controlled brush strokes.)
Pupils working at greater depth
Should keep developing their pattern with precision, working outside of the palm shape to fill the whole paper; could be challenged to use two other primary colours and explore the range of hues more independently.


	Lesson 5- Clarice Cliff Plates

Foundation skills:
Fine motor control – used when painting circles and blowing paint to make tree shapes. 
Spatial awareness, shape, pattern and measure – used in arranging concentric circles and placing tree silhouettes. 
Creativity and imagination – used when selecting bright colour combinations and designing plate patterns. 
Exploring materials and media – used when using paint, plates, straws and brushes. 
Understanding people and communities – used when learning about Clarice Cliff and her pottery.


Learning Objective: 
To apply their painting skills when working in the style of an artist.

Success Criteria: 
I can mix secondary colours.
I can choose to paint with colours that look good next to each other.
I can describe my plate and compare it to others.

Recap and Recall:
Arrange the children into pairs. Display each slide of the Presentation: Green fingers (Recap and recall) in turn and ask the children to tell their partner if the images have more blue or yellow in them. Ask them to also discuss which shade of green shown in the numbered circles best matches the green of the images. Encourage the children to think about what they can remember about the hue/shade.
Invite a child to click on one of the numbered circles to reveal the matching colour.
Take feedback from the children.
Starter:
Display slide 1 of the Presentation: Clarice Cliff’s ‘Circle Tree’ plate design (other examples of this design on different pieces of crockery can be found online).
[image: ]
Ask the children what they can see.
Focus the children’s attention on how Clarice Cliff uses the bright rainbow colours of the concentric circles in the background contrasted with the black silhouette of the tree. Ask children to consider whether:
All the space has been filled?
Why have some areas been left white?
What colours were chosen for the circles?
Why do you think Clarice Cliff chose these?
What colours will not stand out behind the black trees?
Use slide 2 to share some key facts about the artist with the children.
Clarice Cliff: Started making pottery aged just 13.              In the 1920s, she made brightly coloured pottery like the ‘Circle tree’ plate.                                                                                Her pottery was not expensive. Many people had some in their kitchens.                                                                                     Her pottery features flowers, the sun and patterns


Main:
This activity is demonstrated in the corresponding Teacher video: Clarice Cliff.
Play the Pupil video: Clarice Cliff to model to the children. This can be left on while the children are working independently, for them to refer to as they work (the video is looped so will play continuously).
Give each child a paper plate and ask them to paint concentric circles using bright rainbow colours, keeping in mind the circles in the Clarice Cliff designs.
While the circles are drying, the children can practise making the black tree shapes in their sketchbooks or on scrap paper. Begin by pouring the black paint carefully into a blob on the paper. Getting a good consistency depends on the paint used – some paints will already be thin enough to blow and some will need water added.
Hand out a straw to each child. The children should then blow the paint up towards the top of the page from the blob to create the trunk – then blow out from the trunk to create the strands that should resemble the branches. They may well need a few attempts to get the effect they want. An alternative method would be to allow a blob of paint to run in a drip.
When the circles are dry, the children are ready to create the tree shapes on their plates using the same technique.

Plenary:
Seat the children in pairs. Ask them to compare their plate to that of their partner’s.
What do you like about the plates?
How are they the same?
How are they different?
Create Seesaw codes for books. 
Adaptive teaching:
Pupils needing extra support
May want to practise the circle painting on the spare paper before applying it to the finished plate.
Pupils working at greater depth
Could be challenged to try out different colour combinations, using their knowledge of colour mixing when painting their plates.


	
	

	
Learning Challenge Week
Plan for and create their own artwork using inspirations from the 2 artists we have explored. Children will put into practice their colour mixing skills to create the colours they want.


	Cross Curricular Links
History: Artists from the past.
· Recognise some artists work is from the past.
Maths: Numerals – Recognising Numerals
· recognise and write numbers to 20.
: Shapes- circles
· Use circles within my artwork.
: pattern- repeating pattern
· Use Lego brick painting to make a repeating pattern.

	Through this unit of work the following essential skills will be developed:
Explore their own ideas using a range of media.
Use sketchbooks to explore ideas. 
Develop some control when using a wide range of tools to draw, paint and create crafts and sculptures.

Make choices about which materials to use to create an effect.
 
Describe and compare features of their own and others’ artwork.

Evaluate art with an understanding of how art can be varied and made in different ways and by different people.


	Assessment: 
Pupils with secure understanding indicated by: 
· I can name Primary colours.
· I can name secondary colours.
· I can mix Primary colours to make secondary colours.
· I can print using Lego bricks.
· I can use a paint brush effectively.
· I can talk about the artwork of Jasper Johns and Clarence Cliff,
· I can say what I like about my work and what I would change in another piece of work.

Pupils working at greater depth indicated by: 
· I can explain how to make lighter and darker shades.
· I can organise and care for the painting equipment I need and use.
· I can make designs and pieces of artwork in the style of others.
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