ographyBy the end of this unit children will know...
 
 
 
 
 
 

Religious Education- What is God’s Job?
Vocabulary
 

 Year 1 Spring 1 -Shiver Me Timbers






 


 In some religions, followers believe in one supreme being or God who is loving.  People have different ways of understanding God on Earth (incarnation).  Some people believe that humans have a special relationship with God.  There are different names for God.  There are different ways to refer to and represent God.  People have different ideas about the role of God.  To know that followers often read religious stories.  To know stories, images and objects can help us learn about beliefs.  To know similarities and differences help us understand worldviews better.
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Allah, belief, Christian, Christian Bible, creator, God, Jewish, miracle, Muslim, Trimurti, Zoroastrian, Helper, Protector, Carer                                                                         





Intention
 

In this unit the children will investigating the roles of God through stories and sacred texts, children look at the things God does and what this means to different people.












What is God’s Job? – Previous Learning

The children were introduced to God in Reception and learnt that Christians pray to God. 
In Reception and Year One the children did a Nativity and talked about how Christians believe Jesus is the son of God. In Reception they learnt about how Christians believe at Easter God sacrificed his only son. If appropriate God is discussed, in terms of death and heaven.  





Children will enhance their knowledge of what Christians believe God’s job is. They will also develop an understanding of what Jewish, Muslim, Hindu and Zoroastrian people believe God’s job is. They will draw upon their experience of  understanding texts, listening and attention foundational skills. They will also build on thinking critically and understanding people, communities and differences.  As well as their understanding of spoken language to discuss what different world views believe God’s job is. They will begin to ask ‘big’ questions (e.g. Why are we here? What is real?).  They will listen to stories and discuss what happens in them.  Taking turns and using conversational skills. 



Learning Links














[bookmark: _Hlk187958349]R.E – What is God’s Job?                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         Investigating the roles of God through stories and sacred texts, children look at the things God does and what this means to different people.
	Key Objectives:
To investigate different beliefs about God through exploring the 99 names of Allah.
To identify beliefs about special relationships with God from a Jewish story.
To describe what some people believe about God using Jewish scripture
To describe what some people believe about God using a Christian story.
To understand what some Hindus believe about God’s different forms and identify the roles of the Trimurti.
To explore some Zoroastrian beliefs about God through their creation story.
 
	Lesson 1 – 99 Names of Allah
Foundational Skills: 
Communication and Language – used to listen, discuss ideas, and understand spoken explanations 
Listening and Attention – used when following presentations and circle-time discussions 
Understanding Spoken Language – used when identifying characteristics of God from discussion 
Thinking Critically – used when deciding which names show particular characteristics of God 
Understanding People, Communities and Differences – used when learning how Muslims describe God
Learning Objective:                                                                To investigate different beliefs about God through exploring the 99 names of Allah.
Success Criteria:                                                                                 I can identify some characteristics of God in the 99 names.                                                             I can choose one name and draw a symbol to show what it might suggest about God for some people.                                                             I can choose three words that best describe God for myself or other people.
Recap and Recall:                                                       Seat the children in a circle and recap the different types of questions and the actions used to show what kind of question they think it is
Little questions (crouch down low) have short answers that do not need research.
Medium questions (stand up straight) need extra thought or research.
Big questions (stand tall and stretch arms up high) do not have one answer and may need deep thinking or talking to others.
Display the Presentation: Questions and read one question aloud at a time.
Pause to give thinking time. Ask the children to show their answer using the matching action. Review a few responses and ask the selected children to explain their reasoning briefly.

Starter:
Explain that some people believe that God exists and some people believe God created the world including humans and nature. Some people believe that creation stories explain how the world began.
Different people have different beliefs about God’s form and appearance.
What do some people believe about God? (Answers may include: God cares for everyone; God is a protector; God made everything; some people do not believe in God or are not sure.)
Which worldviews have we learnt about that believe there is a God? (Christian, Jewish, Hindu and Muslim.)

Inflate a balloon but do not tie it and ask the children to feel the tension. Release the balloon and let it fly around the room. Discuss with the children how the air inside the balloon was invisible but powerful which is like how some people believe what God does is powerful even if they cannot see him. 

Main:
Recap that a key teaching of the Islam worldview is that there is one God. Explain that people who follow the Islam worldview are called Muslims. 

Some Muslim people use the Arabic word Allah for God but they also have 99 other names for God. Many people who believe in the Islam worldview believe that the 99 names tell them something special or unique about God (characteristics) and what God does. 

Look through and discuss the presentation: ‘Ways to describe God.’ Discuss: Which characteristics of God can you spot in the list of names? (Answers may include: Al-Muqtadir – powerful, AlKhaliq- creative and Al-Wadud- loving.) What do you think ‘The Creator’ means? (Children may suggest: ‘The Creator’ may mean that God makes everything around us, like the sun, the trees and all the animals.) Why might some people refer to God as a father? (Children may suggest: that some people might think of God as a father who is caring, loving, protecting, trustworthy and helpful; a father can also be judging to make sure you do the right thing.) What do the names tell some people about what God does? (Various answers include: provider, love-giver, carer, helper, creator and protector.) 

Ask for volunteers to come and drag and drop one of the symbols next to the name that tells us what some Muslim people believe God does on the presentation. 
Place the Activity: 99 names (printed on A3) on each table and ask the children to choose two of the names and draw a symbol or picture to show what it tells people about what God does.
Plenary:
Wonder box!
Have you got any questions you would like to add to our wonder box?

	Lesson 2 –Abraham’s Promise
Foundational Skills: 
Communication and Language – used when talking with a partner to recall previous learning 
Listening and Attention – used when listening to the Jewish story of Abraham 
Understanding Spoken Language – used to understand the meaning of “promise” and special relationships 
Literacy – used when engaging with storytelling and meaning-making from the narrative 
Understanding People, Communities and Differences – used when learning about Abrahamic religions
Learning Objective:                                                                To identify beliefs about special relationships with God from a Jewish story.
Success Criteria:                                                                                 I can understand that some Jewish people believe God made a promise to Abraham.                           I can talk about the characteristics that Muslim and Jewish people may use to describe God.
Recap and Recall:                                                       Explain that the children will be working with a partner to remember what they learnt about what some Muslims believe God does. Display the Presentation: What do you remember? and read the slide aloud. Allow time for the children to talk to their partner, taking turns to share what they can remember.
Presentation: What do you remember?- Tell your partner everything you remember about what some Muslims believe God does.
Take feedback from the class and highlight key ideas. The children may recall that:
Many Muslims believe there is one God, called Allah.
Muslims believe God (Allah) created everything.
Muslims believe Allah cares for, loves, protects and helps people.
The 99 names show what God does, for example, Creator, Protector, Provider and Love-giver.

Starter:
Ask the children: Who is special to you? Write the question on the whiteboard or flipchart and record the children’s ideas. Ask them why this person is special to them and why they trust them. Explain that just like we have special people in our lives whom we trust, some people believe in a special relationship with God.

Main: 
Remind the children that in the previous lesson, they explored some characteristics that many Muslims use to describe God and that they are about to hear a Jewish story in this lesson. Use the story sack with objects and images to tell the story of Abraham. Explain that God promised Abraham that he would be the father of a great nation. Many people who follow the Jewish worldview may believe that this story shows God and Abraham’s special relationship and promise. Introduce the term ‘Abrahamic religions’ and explain this is because Abraham is an important person for many Christian, Jewish and Muslim people and is mentioned within their special books. 
Hand out the Activity: Paper chain (pre-cut, one strip each) and ask the children to decorate these with something that represents Abraham’s story, such as stars, children or sand. When the children have finished decorating the promise, explain that you will choose one pupil to pass their promise around to the person next to them and that they need to attach their promise. Continue this from pupil to pupil to create a paper chain of promises. Explain that the passing on of promises is to show how the same promise got passed on to all groups of people born at the same time (generations). 
Once the children have created their paper chain of promises, explain that each promise is passed on from generation to generation. This visually represents that first promise being shared with every generation of Jewish people. It shows the special promise has been left behind for others.

Plenary:
Display the Presentation: Ways to describe God and recap that some Muslim people use these words to describe God. Discuss which characteristics some Jewish people might use to describe God based on the Jewish story read this lesson. Presentation: Ways to describe God Questions Which of the names could also be relevant to the Jewish belief? (Various answers include: ‘the Creator’, ‘the Designer’ and ‘the Giver of life’.) Which parts of the story would these names be relevant to? (Children may suggest: God created and designed the sky and Earth, made a good promise and revealed his control over everything.)
	Lesson 3 – Jewish Scripture 
Foundational Skills: 
Communication and Language – used when discussing scripture quotes with a partner 
Listening and Attention – used when listening to the scripture being read aloud 
Understanding Spoken Language – used to explain what each quote might mean about God 
Literacy – used when interpreting text and drawing symbols representing meaning 
Understanding People, Communities and Differences – used when learning how Jewish people understand God’s care
Learning Objective:                                                                To describe what some people believe about God using Jewish scripture.
Success Criteria:                                                                                 I can listen to quotes about what some people believe about God.                                                I can talk about the quotes and say what I think they mean.                                                                I can draw a picture to show what I learned about what some people believe about God.
Recap and Recall:                                                       Explain that the children will work with a partner to remember facts about Abraham’s story. Display the Presentation: High five! and read the slide aloud. Allow time for paired discussion.
Presentation: High five!- Think of five things you remember about Abraham’s story.
Tell them to your partner and give them a high five!
Take feedback. The children might say:
Abraham trusted God.
God made Abraham a promise.
God said Abraham would have many children.
Abraham is special to Jewish, Christian and Muslim people.
The story shows a special relationship with God.
Starter: 
Display the Presentation: Caring for a pet and discuss the pictures of someone caring for a pet. Ask:  What does a pet owner do? (Various answers include: providing food and water, exercising them, teaching them tricks, keeping them clean, keeping them safe and playing with them.)  Can you think of a time you have been kept safe (protected) or have protected someone else? (Children may suggest experiences like feeling cared for by a parent when they were sick or when they looked after a friend when they fell over.) Explain that, like someone who cares for a pet, some people believe that God keeps protecting people.
Main:
Display the Presentation: Scripture. Explain that the children will listen to some Jewish scriptures from the Tenak, including the Torah, which are books that are special to many Jewish people and are also found in the Old Testament in the Bible. Play the quotes, stopping after each one to ask the children: What does the quote suggest about how some people believe God looks after people? (Children may suggest: Some people may think God keeps them safe from harm, makes them strong and cares for them.) Which quote do you think is the best at describing how God may look after people and why? (Various answers may include; God takes care of people like a shepherd who takes care of their sheep.) 
Record the children’s ideas about how the scripture tells some people how God looks after people on Seesaw. 
Ask the children to draw a symbol that shows how some people think God protects and looks after people based on the quotes they have just heard. Share two further quotes: ‘And I will give the rain for your land in its season and you shall collect your grain and your oil.’- Deuteronomy 11:14. ‘And I will give you grass in your field for your cattle and you shall eat and you shall be satisfied.’ Deuteronomy 11:15. Ask the children: How might God be looking after people in these quotes? (Children may suggest: God provides rain so that people can grow crops for grains, oil and grass for the cattle so that people can eat.) Children to then write a sentence- I have drawn……

Plenary: 
Walk around the classroom and guess what your friends symbol represents.  Then list on the notebook all the different symbols the children have used. 

	Lesson 4 - Christian Stories
Foundational Skills: 
Communication and Language – used during partner discussions to recall previous beliefs about God 
Listening and Attention – used when listening to the Christian story “Jesus Calms the Storm” 
Understanding Spoken Language – used to understand concepts like incarnation and miracles 
Literacy – used when interpreting a Christian narrative and identifying qualities of God 
Understanding People, Communities and Differences – used when exploring Christian beliefs about God’s actions
Learning Objective:                                                                To describe what some people believe about God using a Christian story.
Success Criteria:                                                                                 I can listen to stories about Jesus and understand that they tell us what some Christian people believe about God.                    I can talk about the stories and say what many Christians believe Jesus did to help people.                                                                        I can identify some people’s views about God’s qualities.
Recap and Recall:                                                       Explain that the children will be talking with a partner to remember what they learnt in the last lesson about what Jewish people believe God does. Display the Presentation: 3, 2, 1 and arrange the children in pairs. Read each part of the slide aloud, allowing time for paired discussion after each. Invite a few volunteers to share their ideas after each slide.
Presentation: 3, 2, 1- Tell your partner three things you learnt about what many Jewish people believe God does.
Tell your partner two ways many people think God looks after people.
Tell your partner one word some people may use to describe God.
Take feedback. The children may recall that:
Three things you learnt about what Jewish people believe God does: some Jewish people believe God keeps people safe, helps them and loves them; God is like a shepherd who cares for and protects people.
Two ways God looks after people: keeping them safe and helping them when they need it.
One word to describe God: kind, caring, loving or protective.
Starter: 
Display the Presentation: Christian God on Earth.
Explain that- Many Christians believe God came to Earth as a human called Jesus.
Allow time for discussion and take feedback from volunteers.
Remind the children that people who follow the Christian worldview generally believe the Bible (Christian scripture) to be God’s word and follow the teachings and example of his son, Jesus. These beliefs are called a religion.
Recap that some Christian people believe in the incarnation: the idea that God came to Earth in human form as Jesus to show his love for the world. Explain that ‘incarnari’ is a Latin word meaning ‘body’. Some Christians picture God as a human to help them understand this idea.
Ask the children: Why might some people believe God wanted to come to Earth? (Answers may include: to show love and help people.)
Allow time for discussion and take ideas from volunteers.

Main:
Explain to the children that some people believe that God has power over nature as a creator that humans do not. Explain that some people believe God can use this power to make amazing things happen called miracles. 

Display the Presentation: Jesus Calms the Storm and listen to the story. Highlight the idea that this story shows Jesus as being an ‘incarnation’ of God (God in human form). Presentation: Jesus calms the storm Discuss that in the story, despite a big storm, God, as Jesus, could make everything calm and peaceful. Some people believe that Jesus was able to perform miracles (something unique that cannot be explained easily). Ask: What might some people believe God’s job was in this story? (Various answers include: carer, helper, protector, lovegiver and provider.) 
Provide each child with a  ‘Calming the Storm’ sheet. Explain or model to the children that they need to write the words that they think most describe the qualities God as Jesus showed when calming the storm in the outline of the boat. These qualities could include: ‘strong’, ‘protective’, ‘peaceful’, and ‘caring’. Give them time to complete their drawings or writings. Questions What words did you use to describe God as Jesus in the story? (Children may suggest: strong, brave, powerful, caring, protector, loving and kind.) Why do you think Jesus was able to make the storm calm? (Children may suggest it was a unique way of showing his love and care; he had the special power to do miracles; he wanted to keep his friends safe; he had the strength to calm the storm with his words; he knew that people needed his help and protection.) Why do you think this story might be important to some Christians? (It shows that God is powerful and reminds some people that God helps and protects them.)

Plenary:
Invite the children to share what the story tells some Christians about the qualities of God that help Him carry out his job.
Ask them:
Why do you think those qualities are important? (Answers may include: strong: to protect and help people; brave: not afraid of the storm; powerful: able to make the storm calm; caring: wants to keep people safe; protector: looks after the people in the boat; loving: shows love by calming the storm.)
Display the Presentation: God’s job and ask the children to discuss in pairs what they think God’s job was in the story (the children may suggest a protector or carer).


	
	Lesson 5 – What do some Hindu People Believe about God
Foundational Skills: 
Communication and Language – used when discussing the life-cycle and Trimurti roles 
Listening and Attention – used when following explanations about Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva 
Understanding Spoken Language – used to understand how each form of God carries out a different role 
Thinking Critically – used when identifying why each role is important to Hindus 
Understanding People, Communities and Differences – used when comparing Hindu beliefs with earlier lessons 
Awareness of the Natural World – used when linking God’s roles to the life-cycle analogy
Learning Objective:                                                               To understand what some Hindus believe about God’s different forms and identify the roles of the Trimurti.
Success Criteria:                                                                   I can recognise that for most Hindus, God has different forms called the Trimurti. I can explain why each form of God in the Trimurti is important to some Hindus. I can discuss how the Trimurti concept helps us understand what some Hindu people believe about God.
Recap and Recall:                                                 Explain that the children will use the Knowledge organiser to help them remember what they have learnt about the different beliefs people have about God. Display the Presentation: Using the Knowledge organiser and hand out one copy of the Knowledge organiser to each pair.
Read the instructions on the slide aloud and model how to point to a picture or word and recall something about it (for example, point to ‘Christian’ and say: “Christians believe in one God who they call God.”) 
Display the Presentation: Using the Knowledge organiser. Ask the children to Look at the Knowledge organiser with your partner. Take turns pointing to something and saying what you remember about it.
Allow time for the children to take turns choosing different pictures or words and sharing what they can remember.
Take feedback from the class, highlighting key ideas.

Starter:
Display the Presentation: Life cycle. Ask the children to discuss with a partner what the person is doing at the different stages: planting a seed, watering it and eventually taking the seeds from the dead plant and replanting these for a new plant to grow. Explain that each person is carrying out a different role (job) either of caretaker (someone who takes care of and looks after something or someone), creator (someone who makes and designs things) or destroyer (someone or something that makes things fresh and new again). Choose volunteers to come and drag and drop each of the labels on the correct part of the cycle. Explain how this action continues the process and explain that this is similar to what some Hindu people believe about God’s roles. Recap that, like some Christians, some Hindu people also believe God (Brahman) has many jobs. They believe that God has many forms and each does a different role. Remind the children of the Hindu creation story, emphasising that the gods Brahma and Vishnu played significant roles in creating the world. 
Presentation: Life cycle Question Which person has the role of the creator, caretaker or destroyer? (The person planting the seed is the creator, the person watering the plant is the caretaker and the person taking seeds from the dead plant to replant is the destroyer.)

Main:
Display the Presentation: Trimurti and introduce the Trimurti, comparing it to a triangle with three corners. Recap that the Trimurti represents three forms of God with distinct roles. Drag and drop the labels to the correct deity: Brahma as the creator, Vishnu as the caretaker and Shiva as the destroyer. 

Activity – Ask children to cut out and stick each picture of Trimurti onto the cycle to show which picture represents the role of each deity. Planting a sunflower seed: Brahma. Watering the plant and placing it in the sun: Vishnu. Taking the seeds from the dead flower to plant: Shiva. 
Plenary:
Explain that in the Hindu worldview, there is more than one creation; it is a cycle. Explore the idea that Shiva’s role in destroying things is not bad as it is needed to renew things as an important part of the cycle (the sunflower needed to die so that the seeds could be used to plant new flowers.) 

 
	Lesson  6 – Zoroastrian Beliefs
Foundational Skills: 
Communication and Language – used during discussions about good and bad experiences 
Listening and Attention – used when watching the Zoroastrian creation story video 
Understanding Spoken Language – used when describing what God does in the story and comparing beliefs 
Thinking Critically – used when identifying similarities and differences across worldviews 
Understanding People, Communities and Differences – used when exploring how different religions understand good and bad 
Awareness of the Natural World – used when discussing creation and order in the world
Learning Objective:                                                               To explore some Zoroastrian beliefs about God through their creation story.
Success Criteria:                                                          I can talk about good and bad experiences. I can describe what some Zoroastrian people believe about God making links with the story. I can identify some similarities and differences between what people from different worldviews believe about God.
Recap and Recall:                                                       Explain that the children will look closely at the picture to help them remember what they learnt about what some Hindu people believe about God. Display the Presentation: In the spotlight. Read question one aloud and allow time for the children to discuss it with a partner. Take feedback before moving on. Repeat this process for questions two and three, giving time for discussion and sharing after each one.
Presentation: In the spotlight
Take feedback. The children may recall:
The picture depicts the Trimurti, comprising Brahma, Vishnu, and Shiva.
It helps some Hindus by showing that God can create, care and renew the world.
Many Hindus believe God creates the world, God looks after everything, God helps end things so new things can start and God has different jobs through different forms.


Starter:
Provide the children with the Activity: Good or bad experiences (one between two) and ask them to look at the cards showing various everyday situations and work in pairs to sort them into categories of good or bad experiences. Questions What are some things that you think are good? (Children may suggest helping a friend, sharing toys and being kind.) What are some things that you think are bad? (Children may suggest getting lost, falling over and getting hurt, someone being unkind and not sharing.) How would we know if we were happy if we had not been sad? (Children may suggest feeling sad helps us see the difference between feeling down and feeling joyful.) How would we know what was good if we had not experienced the bad? (Children may suggest that we can compare good and bad experiences so that we recognise good things in our lives.)

Main:
Introduce the Zoroastrian worldview in which some people believe in the existence of one God. Explain that the children are going to watch the Pupil video: The Zoroastrian creation story and that this story is found in the Zoroastrian special text called the Avesta. Play the video to share the story of Ahura Mazda (the supreme God) and Angra Mainyu (the bad spirit) with the class. Discuss the battle between good and bad. Highlight how Ahura Mazda fights against Angra Mainyu to maintain order and goodness in the world. Watch video and then ask: What words would you use to describe God’s job in this story? (Various answers may include: provider, love-giver, carer, helper, creator and protector.) 
Which of the 99 names for God describe what God does in the story? (Children may suggest: Al-Khaliq: The Creator, Al-Muhyi: The Giver of Life, Al-Bāri’: The Designer, Al-Barr: The Good, Al-Qahhār: In Control of All Nature and AlWadud: The Loving One.) 

Provide the children with the Activity: Positive or negative (one each). Read the words about God that have been used throughout the unit and ask them to colour these yellow to show they are positive words or blue to show they are negative words. If the children think the words are both positive and negative, they can use both colours. Question Which words are positive/negative? (Children may suggest that all of these words are positive because they describe all of the good things that some people believe about God.)

Plenary:
Display the Presentation: What is God’s job? Show the quotes from people of different worldviews in the concept cartoon, including Zoroastrian, Christian, Muslim, Hindu and Jewish. Ask the children to identify which worldview they think each person believes in based on their quotes. Work with the children to highlight the similarities and differences between the worldviews. Ask- What is similar about what some people believe God does? (Children may suggest: many people from different religions believe that God is caring, powerful and helps people; many people think that God can guide them and protect them.) What is different about what some people believe God does? (Children may suggest that people have different ideas about how God helps and what special things God does, for example, some Christian people believe God came to Earth as Jesus to help people by performing miracles, while Hindu people might think of different gods for different things like creation, caring and renewing.) 


	
	

	Learning Challenge Week
To demonstrate their understanding of Islam by creating a poster. 

	Cross Curricular Links
Art and design
RSE
English: Spoken language

	Through this unit of work the following essential skills will be developed:
Asking questions about things that interest them.  Beginning to ask ‘big’ questions (e.g. Why are we here? What is real?).  Listening to stories and discussing what happens in them.  Exploring simple scripture quotes and considering how they might help people.  Beginning to notice important information (e.g. first-hand accounts and photos).  Retelling stories in their own words.  Recognising lessons or teachings within stories and relating to their own experiences.  Finding religious symbols in stories and other sources.  Recognising some religious terminology in sources.  Beginning to notice similarities and differences within and between religions and worldviews.  Listening to others’ ideas and comparing them to their own.  Talking about what their answer to a question is based on.  Identifying things that are important to people.  Noticing differences and using respectful language to discuss them.  Talking about their own experiences in relation to their learning.  Sharing things that make them wonder and what they think about these things.  Talking about what they believe.  Respectfully sharing opinions about what is important to them and what is important to others.  Sharing what they have learnt.  Expressing their ideas using symbols, drawings and choosing appropriate words.  Talking about simple ideas and things that puzzle them about belief in God.  Using art to show their ideas about identity and belonging.  Sharing opinions respectfully about what is important to them and what is important to others.  Expressing their own ideas and opinions based on personal experience and the beliefs of family members.  Using various art forms to express their ideas.


	Assessment
Pupils with secure understanding indicated by: 
Share their interpretations of what different names for God tell people about what God does. Discuss opinions about belief about what God does while respecting others’ views.  Recognise that for many Jewish people, God is believed to have a special relationship with them and explore stories to understand this relationship. Identify which of the 99 names are similar to how God’s job is described in the quotes. Discuss why stories about miracles performed by Jesus are important to people who follow the Christian worldview.  Recognise that for some Hindus, God has many forms that help people understand what God does and explore stories to learn about these forms.  Compare Zoroastrian beliefs to other religious or worldview concepts of good and bad.  Make thoughtful observations about how this belief influences moral choices in daily life.
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